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What this message is about: 
How the church family treats and cares for one another, especially widows.  
 
Purpose of this message:  
To stress the fact that we are a family and to encourage proper care and assume proper responsibilities as a family.  
 

1. The General idea: The Church is a _________________ 
1Tim. 5:1-2 
 

Instructions related to widows 
 

2. _______________ those who are _____________ widows 
James 1:27 
1Tim. 5:3 
Who are the “truly widows?”  
a. Those who are _________________ 

1Tim. 5:5 
 

b. She is over _______________ with a reputation for _________________ 
 

 
3. The responsibility of families: Take care of your widowed mothers and grandmothers 

1Tim. 5:4, 7-8, 16 
 

4. ________________ to younger widows. 
 
a. __________________ - __________________ 

1Tim. 5:6 
 

b. Remarriage _______________________ the __________________ 
1Tim. 5:11-12 

 
c. ___________________ and _____________________: gullible to _________________ ____________ 

1Tim. 5:13,  15 
2Tim. 3:6-7 

 
5. ____________________ to younger widows. 

1Tim. 5:14 
 
 
Next Step: 
Being a follower of Christ is to belong to a family. This week consider your role in the family as it relates generally 
to everyone and especially to those most in need and vulnerable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read 1Tim. 5:1-16.  Where does God stop you? Discuss 
 
 
 

2. Read verses 1-2. Discuss the ramifications that the Church is a family. How does that determine our 
relationships with one another? How does that determine how we go about correcting one another if that 
becomes necessary?  

 
 

3. What is the general attitude of Scripture towards widows?  Why were widows particularly vulnerable in 
this first century culture? What passages come to mind? Read James 1:27. Discuss that verse together. 
What behavior is called for concerning widows?  

 
 
 

4. What are the characteristics of widows that should, according to Paul, be “enrolled?” What did it mean to 
be “enrolled?” 

 
 

5. What are the responsibilities of family members toward widowed mothers and grandmothers?  
 
 
 

6. What are the warnings and advice given to younger widows?  
 
 
 

7. What are some things MBC can do that would serve the aging members of our church family?  


