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I. INTRODUCTION 

A.   Wrapping up the Beatitudes 

B.   We like comfort and convenience 

       1.   With increased leisure time comes an increase in  

             entertainment  

       2.   With increase of entertainment comes an increased  

             expectation of ________________________________ 

       3.   This makes inconvenience ______________________ 

       4.   All of this lowers our tolerance for ________________ 

       5.   To avoid discomfort, persecution many Christian blend  

             into our culture 

 

II. ___________________________________________________ 

A.   When not if 

       1.   Matthew 5:11 – Blessed are you when people insult… 

       2.   2 Timothy 3:12 - In fact, everyone who wants to live a  

             godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted 

       3.   John 15:20 – No servant is greater than his master.  If  

             they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. 

B.   Defining persecution 

       1.   In verse 11, Jesus kind of defines persecution 

       2.   _______________________ (some versions say revile) 

             a.   This persecution is __________________ in nature 

       3.   ____________________________________________ 

             a.   This persecution is __________________ in nature 

       4.   __________________ say all kinds of evil against you 

             a.   This persecution is more _____________ in nature 

C.   _____________________________________ persecution 

       1.   Notice the reason for the persecution 

             a.   Vs 10 – because of _________________________ 

             b.   Vs 11 – because of __________________ (Christ) 

       2.   Have to be careful as Christians how and when we  

             wave the persecution flag 

 

 

 

 

III. ___________________________________________________ 

A.   Rejoice and be glad 

       1.   What can justify Jesus saying these words? 

       2.   Two possibilities would make Jesus say these words 

             a.   He is an insensitive, ivory tower theologian who  

                   has never known the pain that humans can inflict  

                   on one another  OR 

             b.   This is the talk of one who has seen something and  

                   tasted something and knows something that most  

                   people have never tasted or glimpsed 

       3.   He says to rejoice and be glad is because your 

             __________________________________ will be great 

       4.   2 Corinthians 4:17  

       5.   Acts 5:41  

B.   What tends to be our response to persecution? 

       1.   ____________________________________________ 

             a.   Matthew 5:44 – pray for those who persecute you 

       2.   ____________________________________________ 

             a.   Some pull back in their relationship with Jesus 

             b.   John 12:42-43    (pg. 1066) 

       3.   ____________________________________________ 

             a.   Matthew 5:13-16 

 

IV. ___________________________________________________ 

A.   Theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

B.   Great is your reward in heaven 

       1.   The __________________________ – Revelation 2:7 

       2.   ____________ stone, hidden ___________– Rev. 2:17 

       3.   _____________________________ – Revelation 3:21 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

A.   Age of comfort 

       1.   May we not settle for some kind of comfortable,  

             cultural Christianity in order to avoid any type of  

             persecution 

       2.   Matthew 10:32-33 - "Whoever acknowledges me  

             before men, I will also acknowledge him before my  

             Father in heaven.  But whoever disowns me before  

             men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 


