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The words of others can have a huge impact on us.  An encouraging word can help us keep going 

or spur us on to overcome an obstacle.  Discouraging words can beat us down or influence us to give 

up.  Parent’s words can help or hinder their children.  “You’ve done a good job!”  “You’re good for nothing!”  

Or imagine how your life might change depending on the words responding to your invitation for a date.  

“Yes, I’d be happy to go out with you.”  Or “No thanks, I’m busy.”   Or you go to a job interview.  You think 

it went well.  Then your phone lights up.  You see the interviewer’s number.  Your life will change if they 

say, “You’ve got the job.”  But if they say, “we decided to go with someone else,” you have to keep 

looking.   Or think about those accused of a crime.  The prosecution and defense present their arguments.  

It’s now time for the judge to render their verdict.  The defendant’s life direction will change depending 

on whether the judges’ words “guilty” or “not guilty.” The words of others can impact us greatly.    

I hope you can think of some words someone said to you that helped you greatly in life.  When 

that happens, we tend to remember it or remember that person as someone who encouraged us.  I hope 

something similar happens to us today.  We are going to look at some words that have potential to greatly 

affect our lives.  But saying these words would cost the speaker everything.   Their life depended on the 

life of the person giving their answer to a question.  But our lives depend on it as well.  I pray that as we 

look at the answer given, we will appreciate the sacrifice made for us in giving it.  Then we will see where 

this answer led and what it means for us today.  Matthew 26:57-68.  (Page 702).  This is the Thursday 

night of Easter week. 

Matthew 26:57-68 (ESV)   

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 
the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of 
the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests 
and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to 
death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in 
three days.’” 62 And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it 
that these men testify against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to 
him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said 



 

to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes 
and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard 
his blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they 
spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! 
Who is it that struck you?” 

 
 Jesus has just been arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane.  They bring him to Caiaphas house, 

the High Priest.  But this was not just some ordinary house.  It was more like a palace.  The High Priest 

held the highest position of authority for the Jewish nation at that time.  He, along with other chief priests, 

oversaw the temple, the central place of worship in all Judaism.  Caiaphas came from the Sadducees, 

sect or group in Israel’s religious leadership.  Unlike the Pharisees who were more like local pastors, the 

Sadducees came from royal and wealthy families in the land.  They had power.  The High Priest had his 

own military force or temple guards.  They secured Jesus’ arrest.  His large house had meeting rooms 

and even a network of prison cells to hold lawbreakers.   

 So they bring Jesus to the official residence with multiple staff and guards.  We’re told at the end 

of verse 57 that scribes and elders had already gathered at this house.  They belong to the high Jewish 

council called the Sanhedrin.  They had received notice that this arrest would happen.  So they prepare 

to meet.  .   

 Now there were several unusual things about this gathering compared to ordinary trials before 

the Sanhedrin.  First, since the arrest happened at night, normally any trial or meeting of this high Jewish 

council would happen the next day.   On top of that, they normally met at in the temple courts.  In this 

more open setting, people could see their leaders debate and decide on legal matters.  There was some 

level of accountability when they met in front of the people.  But here, no people could observe except 

the one’s invited.     

 We soon discover why they preferred a secret meeting.  Verse 59.  “Now the chief priests and the 

whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death.”  Now think 

about that.  Here are the leaders of the Jewish nation who supposedly walk in God’s ways.  You would 



 

think this requires the pursuit of truth.  But instead, they seek false testimony.  This could indicate that 

the council knew they didn’t have a strong enough reason to kill Jesus or at least have him killed. 

 The Romans ruled Jerusalem and Israel at the time.  They occupied the entire nation.  They 

imposed their taxes and laws upon the people.  They allowed the Jews some autonomy to look after their 

religious issues.  But no one else could pronounce and carry out the death penalty.  The Romans wanted 

control over all that so they could suppress any rebellion.   

 Now the chief priests and many of the council did not like Jesus.  They perceive Him to threaten 

their power.  He had insulted and offended them with his teaching and cleansing of the temple. They 

want to silence Him permanently.  Yet they don’t have the power to kill him under the Romans.  So they 

seek witnesses who will publicly swear an oath of truth to say something that is not true.  If you were 

caught lying under oath, you could be subject to a death penalty.   So the council has a problem.  Yet 

many come forward as false witnesses.  However their testimony is contradictory or fails to stand up 

under scrutiny.      

 But finally two come forward who make a charge that the council can work with.  Verse 61 – They 

said, “This man (Jesus) said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’”  

That misquotes Jesus’ words.  In John 2:16.  Jesus says, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will 

raise it up.”  He doesn’t say “I will destroy this temple.”  Nor is he talking about the actual temple.  He 

refers to his own body which would get raised after 3 days.   

 But back in the trial, these words about “destroying the temple” prove quite disturbing.   Jews 

worldwide saw it as the center of worship to God.  So one could take any threat against the temple as a 

threat against the center of the nation and their faith.   And in verse 62, the High Priest picks up the 

seriousness of this charge.  He stands up and says to Jesus, “Have you no answer to make?  What is it 

that these men testify against you?”  Jesus could have responded by clarifying His words. “I didn’t say ‘I 

would destroy the temple.   I meant my own body.  If someone destroyed it or killed me, in three days I 

would be raised up.”  Yet Jesus doesn’t defend Himself.   



 

 Instead, verse 63 tells us that that he remained silent.  He would let the actions of the council and 

others reveal their true motives.  His silence, he fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah 53:7.  “He was oppressed 

and afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth.”   Jesus’ silence brings no satisfaction to the High Priest.   He 

wants a verdict and he wants to give the council something they can use to present a death penalty 

proposal to the Romans.   

 So at the end of verse 63 he says, “I adjure you (or command you), by the living God, tell us if 

you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  Caiaphas jumps from this “destroy the temple” issue to a question 

about Jesus’ identity.  The “Christ” or “Messiah” was prophesied in the Old Testament.  The Anointed 

One would deliver Israel from her oppressors.   But it seems the Jews didn’t envision the Messiah as a 

divine person.  Yet perhaps the High Priest has heard of Jesus’ claims to be the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.  Maybe he heard it from Judas who heard Peter say these exact words back in Matthew 16:16.   

Caiaphas is trying to get Jesus to acknowledge this “deliverer” status which they could spin as a threat 

to the Romans.   

 This is the critical question.  Jesus’ answer will have profound implications for him.  It is literally a 

matter of life and death.  If he says yes, he tells the truth but signs his own death sentence.  If he says 

no, he may survive, but has lied about His real identity.  But Jesus shows a decisive determination to go 

one direction.   Verse 64.  “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so.  But I tell you, from now on you will see 

the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  These fateful 

words directly impact Jesus’ life and ultimately our lives.   

    What did Jesus reveal about Himself in His answer to the High Priest?   He is the Christ, 

the Son of God.  Jesus does not say “I am the Christ, the Son of God.” He says to the High Priest “You 

have said so.”  So he doesn’t say yes.  But he doesn’t say no.  He acknowledges the truth of the High 

Priest’s statement.  Jesus affirms the accuracy of this charge.   Yet if Jesus had stopped after saying, 

“You have said so,” doubt remained.  All he has done is affirm that the High Priest said something about 

him.  If he stopped there, who knows how the trial would have gone.   



 

But Jesus goes further revealing more about Himself.  “But I tell you from now on you will see the 

Son of Man.”  To us, “son of man” may seem like another way of saying “human.”  But this title goes 

back to a significant passage in the Hebrew Bible now known as Daniel 7:13-14.  It describes what Daniel 

saw in one of his visions.  13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 

one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days (that’s another name for God), and was 

presented before him.   14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”   

So this son of man figure comes before God.  He receives dominion or authority over all peoples.  

His kingdom will last forever.  This is no ordinary human.  Somehow this son of man is equated with God.  

He is given a kingdom that is like God’s kingdom.   

But Jesus doesn’t stop there.  He claims that they will see “the Son of Man seated at the right 

hand of Power or Mighty One.”   The Jews sometimes used the word “Power” or “Mighty One” instead 

of speaking God’s name.  They did this to show reverence towards God’s name.  So Jesus claims He is 

the Son of Man seated at the right hand of God.  The phrase “seated at the right hand” points back to 

another significant Old Testament or Hebrew Bible passage – Psalm 110:1.   King David writes, “The 

Lord (that’s God) says to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”  Many 

Jews believed that David’s Lord referred to Messiah.   So the Lord God gives David’s Lord the privilege 

of sitting at His right hand.  This was the most powerful place in the kingdom apart from the throne itself.  

God would strike down the enemies of Messiah and make them like a footstool at his feet.  In Jesus’ 

statement, He connects the Son of Man image with the Lord in Psalm 110:1 who will sit at God’s right 

hand.     

Then he adds one more detail.  “You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.”   The Old Testament writers often associated clouds with the 

Lord.  The Lord came in a thick cloud around Mount Sinai at the giving of the law in Exodus 20.  The Lord 



 

led the Israelites in the wilderness during the day with a pillar of cloud.  Ezekiel sees the Lord coming in 

a great cloud.  In the Daniel 7 passage we just read the Son of man comes with the clouds of heaven.     

So by His statement, Jesus removes any doubt about His identity.  He makes three clear claims 

to be the Son of God.  Now if I was Jesus lawyer and aimed to get Jesus release, I would not have 

allowed Him to say verse 64.  He gave them exactly what they needed to condemn Him.   

So they respond.  The High Priest tears his robes, an act of mourning or distress.  Caiaphas 

declares, “He has uttered blasphemy.”   This meant to profane God’s name by disrespecting it or claiming 

some work of God as one’s own.  Jesus did that.  So the High Priest makes his judgment.  Then he asks 

the council for judgment.  They respond in verse 66.  “He deserves death.” 

Then something happens that shocks us.  The members of the council start abusing Jesus 

verbally and physically.  Some spit in his face, the ultimate action of disrespect.  Some punch him.  Others 

slap him.  Some mockingly ask him to reveal who hit him.   Say a jury in our day renders a guilty verdict.  

After the judge hears it, the jury attacks the defendant.  They start abusing him or her.  That in itself would 

be another crime.  But here the members of this council may have thought they were actually defending 

God’s name.  They certainly didn’t want to affirm someone they thought a blasphemer.  So by slapping, 

spitting and hitting him, they showed their disapproval of His claims.  Yet ironically, they condemn 

someone who has told the truth.    

So Jesus answer gives them more than they need to condemn Him.  Why does He do that?  Why 

didn’t He obscure it or refuse to answer?  Because Jesus had something much bigger in mind.   Jesus’ 

answer to the High Priest’s question brought Jesus death and offers us life.   

Jesus “incriminated” Himself by telling the truth to a hostile court.  He was completely innocent.  He never 

sinned.  He never did or said anything sinful before God though some of it offended those in power.  Such 

focus and determination saw the much bigger picture.  Jesus put aside His own self-interest for you and 

me.   

How did His answer result in death for Him?   It gave the council sufficient grounds to condemn 

Him according to their interpretation of the law.  Then they could bring this to the Romans.  They would 



 

use it to say Jesus posed a threat that needed stopping by execution.  The Romans eventually agreed 

and sentence Jesus to death by crucifixion.   

How did the answer bring us life?  For those who personally put their trust in Him, He personally 

paid the price and penalty for our sin.  So that we would have life through redemption. Romans 3:23-25.  

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, but all who believe are justified by his grace as a 

gift through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 

his blood to be received by faith.”   

Through Jesus’ death, we gain peace with God.  Romans 5:1 – “Therefore, since have been 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Through Jesus’ death, God 

declares us not guilty forever. Romans 8:1 – There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus.  Because of Jesus’ death, we are raised from spiritual death to life.  Ephesians 2:4-5 – 

But God being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 

in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.”   

 We receive the Holy Spirit who empowers life by the Spirit.  We see the Holy Spirit grow His fruits 

in us like “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,” 

Galatians 5:22-23.  When we die we will immediately continue to live in Jesus’ presence.  Philippians 

1:21 – For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.  When Jesus returns and literally does come on the clouds 

we will join Him in the New Heaven and Earth in our resurrections bodies to live forever.  1 Thessalonians 

4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who 

are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them IN THE CLOUDS to meet the Lord in the air, 

and so we will always be with the Lord.”   

 Yet in that moment when facing a life or death question, Jesus chose death to offer us life.  His 

words then can bring life to us today.  I have 2 questions to close with today.     

1 – Have you received Jesus’ offer of life?   He gave His life so that you might have life.  But it doesn’t 

just happen.  Have you accepted the offer of life?  He calls out to us.  We need to respond to this call.  



 

God offers to forgive your sins on account of Christ’s sacrifice.  He offers to bring you into His family; to 

declare you not guilty forever; to give you the Holy Spirit; to empower you to live life in a way that honors 

Him and is the best for you.  You accept that offer by turning away from your life apart from God.  Then 

you turn to God and put the trust of your life onto Christ in faith.  Through your faith God will save.   If you 

want to receive that gift, you can turn to Christ when we pray in a moment.   

 If you have already received Jesus’ gift of life, How does your life show appreciation of this 

great gift?  If someone were to watch the recording of your life from this past week, would they conclude 

that you responded to this gift with ongoing appreciation?  I want to suggest to you today one practice 

that might help cultivate a healthy appreciation for Jesus’ great gift.  

 It’s called the practice of gratitude.  We can all Grow in Gratitude by the Spirit – Colossians 

3:16 – One way we can make this a regular part of our lives is through a gratitude journal.   You can put 

a reminder on your phone an hour before you go to bed say for 9 PM in the evening.  Then when the 

reminder goes off, spend 5 or 10 minutes listing what you’re thankful to God for that day.  Then 

occasionally you can go back and read your thankfulness journal as a reminder of God’s faithfulness.  

Even on hard days, we can go to our gratitude journal to remind us of the Lord’s many gifts.    Then our 

lives reflect appreciation. 

Jesus’ answer to the High Priest’s question brought Jesus death and offered us life.  So as we 

now pray, I want to invite you to spend a few moments, expressing your thanks to the Lord for His courage 

in the moment.    

Prayer  

If you have never accepted Jesus’ offer of life, I invite you to say a prayer something like this.   

 Lord Jesus – I have seen today your love for me.   

 You revealed your true identity even though it meant your death.  

 You died so that I could have life.  

 So now, I desire to receive that life.   

 I turn away from my life apart from you.  

 I put the trust of my life onto you and what you did on the cross.   

 Oh God, will you please receive me 

 And give me this life your Son purchased.   
 


