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All Are Welcome! Please Join Us in Holy Week Worship

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
John 12:12-16
       Liturgy of the Palms
Mark 14:1 - 15:47
       Liturgy of the Passion
Jesus Passion: A Vignette with Music
Words: Pastor Joanne Myer
Music Choices: Julie LaRocca

Holy Communion and Tenebrae Service
           The Shadow of Betrayal – Matthew 26:20-25 (NRSV)
           The Shadow of Desertion – Matthew 26:31-35 (NRSV)
           Agony of the Soul – Luke 22: 39-44 (NRSV)
           Unshared Vigil – Mark 14:32-41 (NRSV)
           “Father, The Hour Is Come” – John 17:1-6 (NRSV)
           “That They May Be One” – John 17: 15-22 (NRSV)
           Arrest at the Gate – John 18:!-5 (NRSV)         
           The Shadow of the Cross – Mark 15:16-20 (NRSV)
           The Light of God Rejected – John 1:1-4, 14, 10, 12; 3:19 
(NRSV)

 A pre-recorded service available starting at 9:00 am at www.eccucc.org

Bell Choir Prelude and Cantata, Featuring the Senior Choir, 
Accompanied by Cello, Violin and Trumpet 

APRIL 24 ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ 10:00 AM

Narrator: Pastor Joanne Myer
Jesus: Wade Overgaard
Reader 1: Cassie Miller
Reader 2: Penny Gates
Reader 3: Lee Carman
with ECC faith community participation

Psalm 150
John 20:19-31

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

APRIL 10 ~ 10:00 AM    PALM/PASSION SUNDAY

APRIL 14 ~ MAUNDY (HOLY) THURSDAY ~ 7:00 PM 

APRIL 15 ~ GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 17 ~ EASTER SUNDAY ~ 10:00 AM



We are pleased to announce that Caroline Takach (sounds like "package" with a T) has 
accepted the position as ECC’s new Office Adminstrator. Caroline began her training on 
March 16. 

Caroline and her family live in Ellington where she has been very active in the community, 
working with the Ellington Patriotic Committee on their various community events and 
activities, and serving as a Merit Badge counselor for the Boy Scouts, working closely with 
the Ellington Boy Scout Troop 96, Cub Scout Pack 77.

Caroline has held numerous office administrator roles in varied settings, including remotely 
which required excellent time management and organizational skills. She has been in 
customer service, quality control, and was an executive assistant to a chairman and board. 
She has technical experience with a variety of software programs and the ability to learn 
new programs. She even has experience with doing reports for kitchen inspections for one
of her insurance customers.

The interview team found her to be a very warm person who listened well and 
communicated openly. She also showed a sense of ministry for ECC. She remembers when 
her sons were young and she would bring them to various ECC activities that were open to 
the community. She would like to help us be more visible in the community again. She 
enjoys meeting people and welcomes working with a wide variety of people.

Please stop in and welcome Caroline when you have a chance.

Yours in Christ,

Office Administrator Search Team

Welcome Caroline!

Please visit 
www.eccucc.org to sign 

up online, or contact 
Cassie Miller.

Please help support this important ministry. We need 2 bakers and 2 
servers/clean up each week. Visit 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ba9ac22a0fcc61-eccfellowship to sign up for 
one or more Sundays this year.  



Ellington Congregational Church
Women’s Fellowship Scholarship 

Application

Name
Address
Email address, if available
Phone number
Activities

School
Within the church
Within the community
Employment history, if any

An essay describing how being a 
member of Ellington Congregation 
Church has impacted your life and 
how you have impacted the church 
and your community
A copy of proof of acceptance to an 
accredited institution or a copy of 
current college transcript
A letter of reference from a member 
of Ellington Congregational Church

The ECC Women’s Fellowship is pleased 
to announce two $500.00 scholarships 
for 2022 are available to any member of 
the Ellington Congregational Church 
who is beginning or continuing their 
education at an accredited institution. 
This would include trade or technical 
institutions also. The scholarships are 
funded by the Women’s Fellowship.
 

The application should be typed in 
resume format and include the 
following:

 

Completed applications should be 
addressed to the Women’s Fellowship 
Scholarship Committee and mailed to 
PO Box 216 and to arrive on or before 
May 1 or submitted electronically to 
OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org
           

Application deadline is May 1, 2022
Late applications will not be accepted

Women’s Fellowship Scholarship 
Committee

(revised 02/2022)

Please join Women's Fellowship in the Social Room on 
Saturday, April 30, 2022 for an Open House to thank Leigh 
for her time with us.  Come have some fun as we offer best 
wishes to Leigh!  

Stop in anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. for 
conversation and light refreshments. We will have written 
thanks posted in the Social Room. You are welcome to 
write something, too!  Leigh will be provided with copies of 
the writings to take home.

Gathering for Leigh Lezotte 
April 30, 2022 

In the last three years, Growth and Nurture went from a 
committee of five to a committee of two. However Beth 
Cocuzzo and Jeff McAvoy are committed to keeping Growth 
and Nurture a vital committee within the church. We would 
love to tell you about our work and ask you to consider joining 
us. We always have fun!

Currently, we are in the middle of two exciting projects. The 
first is designing a plaque with the church’s mission statement 
displayed prominently for all to see. The second is 
coordinating with Board of Christian Education on preparing 
for Rally Sunday, which will include music by The Score, food 
and games.  In addition to these projects, Growth and Nurture 
is in the process of buying book marks for distributing during 
church and town events to promote the church and its 
mission. Please email growth@eccucc.org or call Jeff McAvoy for 
more information about the committee.

We'd Love to Have You Join Us!
A note from Growth and Nurture

Thank You
Deb Wallace!

for your many years of 
maintaining and 

organizing our church 
history records.



Masks are optional. 
Normal access is restored – the side door will be open again for entering through the narthex for 
worship. The ushers will be handing out bulletins in the narthex.
Fellowship Hour is back and the kitchen is open again. 

Re-Opening Team Update April 2022
Ecclesiastes 3:1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: (NIV) 

For the first time in several months, Ellington has moved to gray on the State Code Alert Map  - the 
very best category! Most covid-related protocols have been lifted at State and Town levels as well as at 
Ellington Congregational Church. Masks continue to be optional as a personal choice and personal 
responsibility. Any person or group may choose to continue to wear masks and are welcome to do so.

We continue doing our usual monitoring of numbers, maps and reports from the CDC, State of CT 
guidance, and the limited information from the UCC conferences. We also consider feedback from
local churches, businesses and municipalities. The Re-Opening Team is now meeting on an “as 
needed” basis as determined by our Chair, Chas Gross. 

(Please remember that the covid situation is very fluid and can change fairly rapidly. There is also 
about a two-week lag time from submitting our article to distributing the Caller.)

Current Protocols:

Those who use an in-home test and test positive, need to follow the protocols and guidance from the 
State of CT as listed below: (portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/contact/recommendations)

If you test positive for COVID you should stay home and away from others for at least 5 days after 
your symptoms began. If you do not have any symptoms you should stay home for 5 days after 
your positive test date. If you do not have symptoms or your symptoms are resolving, after 5 days 
you can leave your house but should continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 
If you have a fever, continue to stay home until your fever resolves.

Ellington and Vernon residents testing positive with an at-home test should call the North Central
District Health Department for the CT Dept. of Health (Enfield office) at 860-745-0383 to report a 
positive at-home result. South Windsor residents should call the South Windsor Health Department 
at 860-337-6173 to report a positive at-home result.

Virtual meetings will continue being offered indefinitely and are still encouraged. Virtual worship 
continues to be offered on the church website and the church YouTube channel. Contact us at 
reopening@eccucc.org with any questions.
 

Blessings,

Re-Opening Team
Chas Gross, Chair; Mary Iovine; Sharon McLaughlin; Robin Miller; Joann Scott

At Prudential's March meeting, it was agreed that 
due to concerns about identity theft, the church
will no longer be sharing birthdays and 
anniversaries in the Caller. For a limited time, we 
can provide a list of birthdays that were printed in 
last year's Callers for each month. If you would 
like the list, please email outreach@eccucc.org or 
call the office to request the list. Thank you for 
your understanding.

mailto:reopening@eccucc.org


Community Happenings
Spring  means outdoors and there are two key dates to put on your calendar.

FAIR ON THE GREEN  Saturday, May 7, 2022, 9:00 am - 2: 00 pm

EARTH DAY 2022! Saturday, April 23, 2022, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

TELOS Plant Sale 10:00 - 2:00 in the church parking lot.   

There are still opportunities for other ECC committees to be on our church lawn during this 
community event.  

The Ellington Historical Society is holding a Vintage Flea Market and there will be many 
other activities on the green.  Event is sponsored by the Ellington Women's Club.

Labyrinth and Memorial Garden tour hosted by the ECC Memorial 
Committee. Visitors will learn about and be encouraged to walk the 
labyrinth and view the beautiful garden.  
Make crafts out of recyclable materials! Presented by ECC Board of 
Christian Ed
Can and Bottle Drive Ellington Cub Scouts Pack 96 10:00 - 1:00 ECC 
parking lot
Ellington Historical Society Grand Opening “A Historical Survey of Early 
Ellington” Photo Exhibit. 

As you might imagine with a church as active as 
ours, maintaining our calendar in the office is 
critical to the smooth operation of ministries, 
events, planning and meetings. While we have 
been in a transition period after Leigh left, we 
have not been able to create a separate printed 
calendar for the Caller. We are working to get 
that back as a regular feature of the Caller 
beginning with May's edition. 

Church Calendar in the Caller

Church Calendar on Website
The calendar located on the website will usually 
be the most current information for confirmed 
activities, as we update it weekly. 

Go to www.eccucc.org and click "calendar" 
on the top right of the home page. This 
will open a calendar where you can 
quickly see events on dates.  
Scroll down the home page to the section 
called "Upcoming Events". This will show 
you the near future events and 
information about them. You can select 
"View All" and you will be able to see all 
upcoming activities. If you click on an 
activity, you will be brought to a page that 
gives you any additional details pertaining 
to that event. It is a very informative and 
dynamic way to stay on top of all that is 
going on at ECC!

There are two ways to view the calendar on 
the website: Calendar View and Events.

1.

2.



Church School has returned to being in-person only!
The Sunday morning church school program is for children 3 years through entering 5th grade. 
There are two age groups: preschool – 2nd grade & 3rd – 5th grade.

Digital registration continues year round at https://forms.gle/wf7L5L2RRAmx32WL9

Church school is offered during the 10 am worship service. Children begin in the Sanctuary with 
their grown-ups. Following the Children’s Message, they are led to their classes.

Youth in 6th – 8th grades meet twice a 
month on Sundays (4:30 – 6 pm).  Digital 
registration continues at 
https://forms.gle/kwx1mujmi6J9cUVPA                 

S.E.E.D. Youth Group
Students Encounter and Experience Discipleship

Youth in 9th – 12th grades meet most Sundays (6:30 – 8 pm). 
Digital registration continues at 
https://forms.gle/iQ6BURWj2eUqFZbB9

T.E.L.O.S. Youth Group 
Teens Experience Living Out the Story

Help T.E.L.O.S. raise money 
toward the cost of their 2022 

Mission Trip!
Purchase gift cards to use for 

your everyday purchases at face 
value. T.E.L.O.S. receives a rebate 

from SCRIP.

Following the mask requirements of 
the Ellington Public school system, 
masks are optional for all attendees. 

MASKS FOR CHURCH SCHOOL & YOUTH GROUPS



There were a total of 22 entries: 11 pots of chili to savor and 11 brownie recipes 
to sample. Chili categories awarded prizes for: Best Overall, Spiciest, Most 
Unique, and People’s Choice. Brownie prizes were awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place.

Congratulations to Our Winners!
Chili: Bryan Forst, Jeff McAvoy, Robert Richardson, and Charity West
Brownies: Penny Gates, Sue Mason, Miranda, and the Mangold family

Thank You to Our Judges!
Chili Judges: Jeremy Banks, Dan Parisi & Cassie Soucy
Brownie Judges: Carol Feindel, Angelo Ortisi, Beth Tautkus & Caylee

2022 Chili Cook-Off & Brownie Bake-Off
Thank you to all who made this event a success!

T.E.L.O.S. raised just over $500 toward their summer mission trip!



Dear Women of ECC,

We are excited to be moving into the first full month of spring! Women’s Fellowship is hosting an 
Open House Gathering for Leigh Lezotte on Saturday, April 30, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served. Join us to have some fun, conversation and the chance to thank 
Leigh for her service and ministry here at ECC. 

The applications for the two $500 scholarships offered each year by Women’s Fellowship for higher 
education are due in the church office by May 1, 2022. Please plan accordingly as late applications 
will not be accepted. There is a separate article in the Caller explaining how to apply. 

We also have some wonderful news – Jen Traynor has agreed to Chair our Farmhouse Fair this year. 
It is the 60th Anniversary of our Fair, and we are excited to be planning for it. The Farmhouse Fair 
will be held on Friday, November 4 and Saturday, November 5 this year. We are praying and 
planning for many of our favorites to be back for our 60th Anniversary Fair! These include our 
Farmhouse Fair Café offerings which are Friday night - Pasta Dinner and Saturday - Luncheon. We 
expect to have the Cookie Bees Booth along with our Christmas Shoppe, Faithful Fibers, Quilt 
Cupboard, Raggedy Ann & Andy, the Bakery, Gals & Dolls, Kids Corner, and Inspiration Station (so 
far). It is not too early to be planning for the Fair. If you have some ideas, or would like to chair a 
new booth, please see Jen.         

Also, please mark your calendars! On Saturday, October 15 in conjunction with the Ellington 
Historical Society Fall Fair, we will be offering a preview of our Fair. Right now, this will be a few 
tables manned by Jen T. and Alexis K. It will also be an opportunity to promote the upcoming Fair.

Reminder - There are two pamphlets from the federal government available on the table outside of 
the church office about protecting your identity and cyber theft. Please feel free to take one of each. 
We had a presentation in the fall about ways to help protect yourself from cyber theft, and the 
printed materials help support the presentation information.

We also ask that you consider prayerfully if a leadership role in Women’s Fellowship is something 
that you would be willing and able to do.  Officers are elected in June at our Annual Dinner, details 
TBD. There are many opportunities to support and help in Women’s Fellowship, including joining 
the Women’s Fellowship Executive Board. The officer positions include President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Kitchen Chair, Farmhouse Fair Chair, Program Chair and 
Chaplin. There are several open opportunities for service and leadership available.

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board Meeting is Friday, May 6, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. on 
Zoom.
Blessings,

Penny Gates, Acting President

Women's Fellowship News
The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and friends 

of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

Easter Prayer Vigil
Sign Up Now Available

Please visit ECCUCC.org
under "NEWS" or call

Jill 860-810-8993



Let's Go Green! 
The monthly Caller newsletter is available on the ECC website
and is sent by email. If you no longer need to receive a paper
copy, help us reduce our mailing. Please send an email to
outreach@eccucc.org and request to be removed from the
paper mailer.  Thank you!

Please join us at our next meeting on Thursday, April 28, 2022, 
at 9:30 a.m. in the social room. We will enjoy coffee and 
fellowship as we continue to knit/crochet prayer shawls and lap 
robes.  

We have recently received a monetary donation and 
appreciate this support.  If you would like the easy basic 
pattern or more information, please call Jan Starkweather at 
860 875-1543.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Prayer Group and Prayer Prayer Circle
The Prayer Group prays at home for one hour every Tuesday at 
10:00 a.m. for people in need. If you need prayers for someone 
or would like to be included in the Prayer Circle, please let 
Dottie Marshall, Pastor Joanne know or email the church office: 
OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org

APRIL  Claudia Eberly will be bringing her dog who is a Therapy 
dog.  She will tell us all about how he became a Therapy dog and 
what they have to learn. We have been asked to bring a picture of 
our favorite pet or a picture of your favorite animal if you don’t 
have a pet. 

MAY  We will have a discussion of the book The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson.   Lisa Sirag will 
lead the discussion. 

JUNE  Penny Gates will share her trip that she took to Scotland 
along with pictures.  

Friendship Class

The Friendship Class meets on the 
first Tuesday of each month from 
September through June, at 1:00 in 

room 201. All are welcome!

Yard Goats - Save the Dates
June 4 -Sol Mates doing national anthem (This is Julie's group)
July 30 - BCE event  



Canned pasta
Pouches of instant 
potatoes
Pouches of instant soup
Jiffy muffin or cake mix
Rice side dishes such as 
Rice-A-Roni or Knorr
Six packs of fruit in little 
plastic containers
Hot chocolate mix
Small packs of cheese 
or peanut butter 
crackers

Shopping Cart Ministry
April Most Needed Items MISSIONS is on a Mission

The day the Lord created hope, is the same day he created 
spring.   - Bern Williams, philosopher.    

Silver Lake- $500.00 towards rebuilding Pavillion
Hands on Hartford- $500.00 to support building new 
restaurant which will assist clients in service roles and 
be open to public with local chefs appearing once a 
month.
Ellington Human Services and HVCC, $250,00 each 
towards Mental Health for Children and Youth.

At our March committee meeting, we made several 
decisions for annual donations that we typically support, 
as well as a few new ones. We accomplished much with 
the money that is provided to Missions through your 
pledges.

Responding to Ukraine's Urgent Needs
With the heartbreaking war on Ukraine's people, we knew we needed to do something on behalf of 
our members of ECC. We decided to donate $500 to Samaritan’s Purse. This was supplemented by 
two private donations to our committee to help Ukrainian refugees totaling another $450. 

Samaritan's Purse is an organization that our committee has researched in the past and where we 
feel they are a Christian organization that does excellent work. Last year we sent them money to 
help people who had come back from war needing to reconnect and supported with group 
therapy.

We found they were in Poland looking for support. They have a 3 tier surgical hospital at the 
border .Edward Graham was there (grandson of their founder). We felt this was a great place to 
donate support that would directly help the refugees.

We will once again celebrate Mother's and Father's Days 
by selling cards you can give in honor of a loved one. This 
will benefit Hawkwing, providing blankets for children 
who attend one of the several schools on the reservation. 

Mothers Day cards will be sold on April 24, May 1, and 
May 8 after church. 
Fathers Day cards will be sold on June 5, June 12 and June 
19 after church.



Labyrinth Engraved River Rock Order 
 
Two sizes: 7” - 9” river rock = $95.00 and/or 10” - 12” river rock = $125.00 (deduct $5.00 for multiple 
orders). The purchase of your river rock includes a contribution toward the beautification and 
maintenance of the garden. 
 

DEADLINE FOR CURRENT ORDERS IS JUNE 1, 2022     
(Donations for up-keep may be made at any time.) 
 

Some suggestions for your engraved rock: 

In Memoriam 
John A. Smith 
May 1, 1922  June 1, 2000 
 

In Honor of  
John and Mary Smith 
(given by their children) 
 

The Smith Family 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Smith 
July 15, 1945 
(for an anniversary) 

(Other phrases)      
In gratitude … 
In celebration … 
In loving memory … 
 

 
**Cut on the dotted line and submit to the church office with your payment ** 
If mailing, please mail check and form to ECC, PO Box 216, Ellington CT  06029 
Attach a second sheet for orders of more than one rock. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY  
 
Enclosed is $________ donation towards annuals/up-keep. 
 
Enclosed is $________ for (please check):          _____7”-9”           ____10”-12”  
 
NAME:_____________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:__________________________________________________ 
PHONE:_____________________(in case we need to clarify information) 
 
ENGRAVING ON RIVER ROCK (print clearly just as you wish it to be engraved on the rock) 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If you prefer, you can order online and/or pay online. Go to https://www.eccucc.org/the-
labyrinth/pages/memorial-garden-and-labyrinth-memorial-stone-orders to order online, and go to 
https://www.eccucc.org/pages/make-your-offering to pay on Tithely. Select “River Rocks” if you choose 
to pay this way. 

https://www.eccucc.org/the-labyrinth/pages/memorial-garden-and-labyrinth-memorial-stone-orders
https://www.eccucc.org/the-labyrinth/pages/memorial-garden-and-labyrinth-memorial-stone-orders
https://www.eccucc.org/pages/make-your-offering


Mission Statement 

 
To be a dynamic and nurturing community 

called by God’s grace 
to know Christ and make Him known 
through worship, love, and service. 

Adopted September 15, 2019 

New home? Phone? E-mail?

United Church of Christ 

Please e-mail Officeadmin@eccucc.org. 

Ellington Congregational Church 

ECC Contact Information
860-871-6606   www.eccucc.org

Church Office hours : Tues - Fri   9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Officeadmin@eccucc.org

Please note Pastor Joanne's new email address: Pastor@eccucc.org

Location/Shipping Address
          72 Main Street
Mailing Address
         P.O. Box 216, 
         Ellington, CT 06029-0216

Fax   860-871-5932

WIFI for Sanctuary and Social
Room:  ECCwifi1
pass: 2019churchECC!

The 24/7 church answering
machine provides
instructions for urgent call
service .

Pastoral Emergencies, 
concerns or prayer requests, 
call Pastor Joanne at 860-872- 
9222. 

christianed@eccucc.org
Lee Carman, Youth & Children 
Faith Formation Director

musicdirector@eccucc.org
Juliane ‘Julie’ LaRocca, 
Director of Music

outreach@eccucc.org
Jill McAllister, Outreach & 
Media Coordinator/ Website 
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