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Welcome & Introduction 

Last Sunday Pastor Andy talked about the big ‘kiss’ of God the Father and his embrace of his lost 
son who ran away with his inheritance and had then blown it all (the prodigal son). This week we 

are going to explore an even more shocking and intimate event than a father kissing his recalcitrant 
son. But before I tell you about this week’s embarrassing, intimate and lavish event, let me tell you 
about my family. In our family we have always enjoyed massaging each other. I think that the kids 
started this. Helen and I have three adult children (and now five grandchildren) and our three kids 

all participated in this fun and mutual massaging of each other. It was usually a back massage 
which was also a neck massage and ended up as a head massage. Then the kids offered to do it to 
Helen and me. We all looked like a group of monkeys at the zoo.  
 

One time when travelling to Thailand we discovered and bought a wire head massager which 
works really well. This became part of the massaging fun. I am going to ask Julie if I can give her a 
head massage with the wire one which we bought in Thailand. I can assure her that it has been 
cleaned and sanitised. For me to massage Julie’s head is possibly strange and maybe somewhat 

inappropriate. She is a woman and I am a man. What if I also took off her shoes and started to 
massage her feet with some nice smelling ointment? And what if I finished off by wiping her feet 
with the hair on my head? I think we are all getting the picture, and we are starting to almost feel 

wierded out with such intimate contact between non family members, especially with one being 
male and the other female. And yet this is what happened to Jesus when he went around to dinner 
at the home of some very good friends called Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  
 

This was not just a parable that Jesus told, as with the kissing father, but it actually happened in 
real life. Today we are going to compare this intimate and vulnerable act of Mary with the 
extravagantly expensive value of the ointment. Shouldn’t the perfumed ointment been sold and the 
money given to the poor, rather than so lavishly wasting it on Jesus’ feet? We might contrast this 

issue as a matter of heart and head. But it is far more than this. 
 
 And so we begin our worship service in the name of the Father who loves us, the Son whose feet 
were washed and perfumed, and the Spirit who helps us to discern between head and heart and 

how these two work together.  
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Songs 

 King of Kings CCLI#7127647 

 Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me CCLI#7121852 

Bible Reading 

John 12:1-8 
 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead.2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among 
those reclining at the table with him.3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 

him, objected,5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a 
year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; 
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 “Leave her 
alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my 

burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 
 
 

 

Message 

Today is the last Sunday of Lent. Next Sunday is Palm Sunday and then follows the very special 
week which includes: Jesus washing his disciple’s feet and initiating the first ‘Last Supper’; Jesus 
before the Jewish and Roman authorities who condemn him to death; his crucifixion on Good Friday 
and then his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

 
Lent is a serious time reflecting on the impending suffering and death of Jesus. It encourages us to 
look at the deeper aspects of life. What has Lent been meaning for you this year? How have you 
been observing it? Have you given up chocolate? or alcohol? or certain types of special food that 

you normally enjoy? Looking beyond these luxuries of life encourages us to ask: “What are the 
really essential and important things in life?”   
 
Our Gospel lesson today takes us to the big issues of life and death. Last week we considered the 

parable of the “kissing father” as Pastor Andy aptly named it. This week is no parable. Today John 
describes a real life situation in which Jesus finds himself with his feet being washed and perfumed 
by a woman in public, after she had let down her hair.  

 
Jesus is in between two deaths. The first death is that of his very good friend Lazarus, which had 
happened a few weeks before. The second death is his own impending death to occur in a week’s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of5IcFWiEpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg
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time. Several weeks prior to this dinner, Lazarus had died and had been dead in his tomb for four 

days. But Jesus came and raised him from death and returned him to his family and friends. So for 
the family of Lazarus, in particular his two sisters, Mary and Martha, tonight’s dinner was an 
evening of celebrating the return of Lazarus back to them through the resurrection power of God, 
as evidenced through Jesus’ hands.  

 
This amazing act of resurrection by Jesus added even more to the gossip chain about this ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth’. But it also meant that the Jewish authorities were even more incensed by this upstart 

rabbi from the backblocks of Galilee. They had their eyes on Jesus even more, and some were 
plotting to have him killed. Jesus always had to be somewhat cautious when he visited Jerusalem 
because much of what he was teaching and preaching was against the views of the Jewish leaders. 
And now the news that Jesus had raised Lazarus from death was getting Jesus into even more hot 

water. Which was really stealing the limelight with his even greater notoriety amongst the people.  
 
Jesus and his followers knew this and so they would never stay overnight in Jerusalem. It was not 
safe for him to do so. So they all slept and lived in a number of villages outside of Jerusalem. One 

of these was Bethany where the family of Lazarus lived and where they were having an evening 
meal on the Saturday night before he was to enter into Jerusalem with palms being waved in his 
honour. Mary, the sister of Lazarus, probably feared that it was possible that Jesus’ was going to 
fall foul of the Jewish authorities and be imprisoned or even killed, just like John the Baptist. Along 

with the other disciples, Mary would have had heard Jesus say on a number of occasions that he 
was going to suffer and die, and that he could not do this anywhere else but in Jerusalem. She had 
been saving up some very precious perfume which was only available from a plant which grows in 

the northern part of India, up near the Himalayan mountains. It was an extremely expensive oil, 
heavily perfumed and costing up to a year’s wages. In Australian dollars it was worth about 
$60,000!!! And the way she placed it on Jesus was most indecent and done in such an embarrassing 
and vulnerable way in public.  

Now we start to see the two sides to this dinner. On the one hand, Mary takes this special oil and in 
an embarrassing display of intimacy wipes Jesus’ feet with the perfume. She then goes even further 
and lets down her hair in public in front of the other guests and proceeds to dry Jesus’ feet with her 
long hair. The tension increases with the pragmatic and practical protests of some of the guests. 

They remonstrate that what Mary has done is an absolute waste of valuable resources, and was far 
too lavish and over the top. Judas was the treasurer of the disciples’ and he publicly takes her to 
task when she does this in front of everyone. Like all good treasurers Judas is frugal and wisely 
uses the donations that have been given to Jesus and his followers. But he is also tempted by his 

access to this ready cash, and had a reputation for taking money for himself.  
 
What is happening here? Is this a clash of head and heart? Judas is the cool-headed accountant 
who is practical and pragmatic and cleverly uses his brain and logic. Mary is all heart and is 

focussing on her relationship with Jesus. The head says logically that Mary could have chosen some 
ointment that was less valuable, and perhaps not used so much. But Mary sees that most important 
person in her life is possibly facing death in the near future and she wants to express her love and 

thanks to him. But this is not just a matter of head and heart, logic and relationships. This is a matter 
of life and death, relationships and priorities. This is a very fractious moment in the middle of what 
should be an enjoyable meal together with Jesus’ friends.  
 

What issues and relationships are you wrestling with in our life at the moment? What life and death 
matters do you think of at night? Do you worry about your health or that of a family member or 
friend? Are you painfully aware of your own death or the potential death of a loved one? Are you 
making some big decisions about your future at the moment, or maybe around the corner you will 
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possibly have decisions about your career, or where you might live in the short or long term future? 

Perhaps you are concerned about your faith, or lack of faith, or the faith of some family members, 
friends or fellow Christians.  
 
What is Jesus’ response to these tensions in the room and the deep and important issues in our own 

lives? Jesus is a very practical person who wants to meet the needs of people who are sick and 
suffering. This is not a matter EITHER head OR heart, but a matter of both head AND heart. But 
Jesus digs deeper and asks which one should have the priority? Head or heart? Logic or 

relationships? The practical side or a passionate, gut-felt connection between people?  
 
Passion, death and dying do not fit into Judas’s understanding of what the Kingdom of God is 
about. The greed of Judas’ was used by the authorities to have him help in the arrest of Jesus. 

Judas did not think that Jesus was worth a year’s wages when it came to Mary’s gift of perfume. 
Yet Judas was happy to get paid 30 pieces of silver for Jesus’ life when he betrayed him. How 
could Judas have even valued a human life for these 30 pieces of silver, let alone the life of Jesus? 
Many practical matters come out of this encounter which I hope you are already thinking about for 

your own life. But in conclusion may I just mention two?  
 
The first is that often our choices and decisions in life are not about choosing between good and 
evil, but about choosing between the good and the good. We can do many things in life that are 

good, but at each moment when we are making a decision there is the ‘good’ and the ‘best’. In fact, 
we often choose what is good because we find the ‘best’ to be the harder one, and so we do not 
choose it, excusing ourselves and letting ourselves off the hook by doing something that we pretend 

is equally ‘good’. For example, we might say, “I need to work harder and longer to care for my 
family to enable them to live in the best way”. But perhaps we are using this as an excuse to 
avoiding spending more personal time with our spouse or children. Another one would be “I need to 
look after my mother-in-law on the other side of town on a Sunday morning, and so I cannot get to 

worship.” Both looking after your mother-in-law and going to worship are good. But the best is to 
find an opportunity each week to nurture your relationship with God in worship, and THEN ask God 
how you can ALSO look after your mother-in-law (or whoever else might be in need). This was a 
challenge that Jesus pointed out also with Mary and Martha, on the occasion when Martha was 

getting all flustered with the food preparation and Mary was ‘idly’ sitting by listening to Jesus at 
his feet. Jesus again said that Mary had chosen the better.  
 
Coming regularly to worship is not at all practical. Nothing seems to happen and during this time 

we could be doing other much better things such as visiting those who are lonely or helping with a 
voluntary organisation. But in actual fact, in worship we have our whole lives reoriented towards the 
cross of Jesus and his love. It is here that we have God serving us and washing our feet, as well as 
showing us how to make decisions that are not just good, but the best. And often the best decisions 

are the hardest and point to a sacrificial life in which we walk with and alongside Jesus. He is 
walking with us and with those around us who serve us and whom we serve.  
 

How much does Jesus value you? What are you worth? I assure you that Jesus values you so much 
that he is willing to give up his life for you. He has done this so that you can have life with him 
forever, in this world and the next. Jesus affirms Mary’s actions and heart. He points to where the 
true value and centre of our life is, as we follow Jesus to his cross and his resurrection. Head and 

heart are both important, but Jesus loving sacrificial death guides all of our decision making.  
Amen. 
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Song 

 Jesus Loves Me  CCLI#7028829 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: God has given us life, but we have not lived. We have been called to freedom, but we 
have found the burden heavy, the anxiety painful. In fear and pride we have turned from him to 
live in self-deceits and to serve other lords. May we commonly admit our wilfulness and weakness in 

denying God in our lives. 
 
Congregation:  Dear God, Father of all, you have made us to live in partnership with you and in 
loving responsibility to our fellow partners. But we have abused these partnerships. We have tried 

to run our lives and the world without you, by calculation rather than compassion. We do not love 
you as we should, and prefer to trust our own ideas. Forgive us for neglecting to listen to the needs 
of others when they don’t fit in with our thoughts and plans. 
Dear God, Jesus Christ, you have shown us what the Father is like. You have opened our eyes to 

see what it means to be genuinely human because you trusted in your Father and turned in 
unconditional love to every person no matter whom. Our love for you is often half-hearted.  
Dear God, Holy Spirit, without you we would live in the past. In you the Father and Son are made a 

present reality in our everyday lives and today’s world. But we have excluded you from our plans 
and hopes. We have not trusted in your power to create a new world for us and others today. 
Heal us then please Lord.  
 (A moment for personal reflection) 

 
Jesus says: ‘Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven. Go and sin no more. Stand up, pick up your 
life and walk.’ Let’s share this peace with those around us. 
 

 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Lord Jesus, thank you for all you have done for us and give us.  Your death on the cross means 

we can live a life of freedom and forgiveness and you promise to walk with us through every 

circumstance.  Jesus, help us to make decisions that are worthy of you, help us to follow you 

and your call on our lives.  You are worthy of all that we are and have. 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80Ue0w45oGs
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o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering with COVID or those who may 

be isolated from others because of COVID. Reassure them of your presence in their lives and 

your unending love. 

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 

The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

Nobody Loves Me Like You CCLI#7117604 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd9VpmHjU4k
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