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Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 
18101 Fir-Island Rd, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 

www.firconwaylutheran.org  
 
 
 

A Congregation of the ELCA 
 

 

 
God still guides us! 

5th Sunday of Lent! 
4/3/2022 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A few notes of welcome… 
Presider: Pastor Kristi Lambing 
Lector: Kelly Leifer 
Accompanist: Judy Bekker 
Communion Assistant: Sue Townsend 
All are invited to receive Christ in the bread and wine of 
communion. 

The indicates when to stand, as you are able.  
To follow along with the readings and responses, the bold 
lettering is when the assembly participates. 

http://www.firconwaylutheran.org/
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Welcome 
Confession and Forgiveness: 
In the name of God, ☩  who makes a way in 
the wilderness, walks with us, and guides 
us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of 
God and one another.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 
We confess that we have wandered far 
from you: we have not trusted your 
promises, we have ignored your prophets 
in our own day, we have squandered our 
inheritance of grace, we have failed to 
recognize you in our midst.  
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach 
us to follow in your ways, assure us again 
of your love, and help us to love our 
neighbor. 
Amen 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, and all who 
call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God 
comes to you again and again and gathers 
you under wings of love. 
 In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you 
how to live in love.  
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Gathering Song ELW #339 “Christ the Life of All the Living” all verses 
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Prayer of the Day 
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace 
waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you 
are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given 
to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Word 
First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 
A reading from Isaiah 
  16Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 
waters, 17who brings out chariot and horse, 
  army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or 
consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The wild 
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my 
chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for myself so that they might 
declare my praise. 
 Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 32 
   1When the Lord returned the captives of Zion, 
We became like those who are comforted. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with joy, And our tongue with exceeding joy.  
Then they shall say among the Gentiles. “The Lord did great things with 
them.” 
3 The Lord has done great things with us; We are glad. 
4 Return, O Lord, our captivity like streams in the south. 
5Those who sow with tears shall reap with exceeding joy. 
6They went forth and wept, carrying their seeds with them; But they shall 
return with exceeding joy, carrying their sheaves. 
 
Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
A reading from Philippians 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless. 
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  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; 
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus. Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

 
 
Gospel Reading John 12:1-8 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
Glory to you O Christ 
1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about 
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the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to 
steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so 
that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me.”  

Word of God, Word of life  
Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day #608 “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” verses 1,3,4 
   
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
Prayers of the People 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need  
A brief silence. 
God of all, do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no 
longer serve the gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways 
of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of change. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of 
climate change and environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already 
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impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate scientists and 
researchers working to chart a new course. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of justice and mercy, do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that 
prevent political enemies from working together for the well-being of all. 
Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Great physician, do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any 
who are unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing 
homelessness, and for all who struggle with money. Comfort those who 
grieve and restore those who are sick.  Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God who is still with us, do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters 
that broaden our understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices 
that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge of 
racism. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
What other prayers do we lift up today? 
 
God of grace, do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of 
Christ and the power of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints 
who have attained the prize of their heavenly call.  
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Accepting the prayers we bring, spoken and unspoken, O God, on behalf of a 
world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you 
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Offering (tithes and offering baskets will be passed at this time.) We are 
grateful you can join us today!         Offering Music

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Extravagant God, 
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 
Now we gather at your feast 
where you offer us the food that satisfies. 
Take and use what we offer here, come among us, 
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Meal 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, 
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace.  And so, with all the choirs angels, with the church on earth 
and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join the unending 
hymn:---- 
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Words of Institution 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your 
mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures 
from age to age. 
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the 
earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the 
waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the 
Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you for 
leading your people through the wilderness to the 
land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the 
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of 
Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on 
all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s 
Passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 
wine.  Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning 
with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With all your holy ones of all times and places, with 
the earth and all its creatures, with the sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 
holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  
Amen. 
 

 Invitation to Communion 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
Communion Music-please come forward as directed by the ushers. 
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Blessing after Communion 
The body and blood ☩ of our 
Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and preserve you in eternal life.  
Amen 

Prayer after Communion 
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of 
grace, you have fed us with your 
body, the bread of life. Now send 
us forth to bear your life-giving 
hope to a world in need.  
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
Announcements 
4/5 Lenten Bible Study at noon, bring a dish to share. 
4/6 Soup Supper and Holden Evening Prayer 
4/14 Soup Supper at 6 p.m., Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m. 
4/15 Good Friday Service at Faith Lutheran in Lakewood at 7 p.m. 
4/16 at 10 a.m. FCLC Community Easter Egg Hunt, keep bring small, 
individually wrapped candies to fill the eggs. 
4/17 Sunrise Service at Fir-Conway Lutheran Cemetery at 7 a.m. 
 Easter Service in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m., bring your Easter Lilies, 
Spring Flowers and Tulips to share. 
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Ringing of the Bell 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen 
 
Sending Song ELW #754 “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” all verses 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace.  
Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April Schedule 
4/10 Palm Sunday      4/17 Easter       
Accompanist:  Jon Glastra    Accompanist: John Anderson &  
Acolyte: Jacob Rohloff         Jon Glastra 
Communion Assistant: Matt Mathison  Acolyte: Iver Conner 
Communion Set Up:       Communion Assistant: Karen H. 
Crucifer: Zealand Nipges     Communion Set Up: 
Lector: Harvey Wolden     Crucifer: Brett Hanseth 
Ushers: Trevor & Andrea Nipges   Lector: Dave Reep 
          Ushers: Matt & Tina Mathison 
4/14 Maundy Thursday      
Accompanist: Jon Glastra     4/24 
Communion Assistant: Kelly Leifer   Accompanist: 
Communion Set up:      Acolyte: 
Lector: Dennis Olsen      Communion Assistant: 
Ushers: John & Sue Townsend   Communion Set up: 
          Crucifer: 
          Lector: 
          Usher: 
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Monthly Update: 
4/5 & 4/12 Lenten Study “Grace Unbounded” pick up your copy after church or come by the 
office, Monday-Thursday. On Tuesdays at noon, we are having a devotional time in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
4/6 Soup Supper and our last Holden Evening Prayer at 6 p.m. 
 
4/1-4/30 FCLC will be hosting a “Information Stop” for the Tulip Festival; Fridays-Sundays 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Sanctuary tours after 11 a.m. This Fundraiser is to help offset the cost of the 
Elevator replacement and add to the needed repairs for the Sanctuary  
 
4/10 Palm Sunday, kids of all ages will be in the processional of palm fronds. 
 
4/13 Council at 6:30 p.m. 
  
4/14 Soup Supper at 6 p.m. and Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m.  
 
4/16 FCLC Community Easter Egg Hunt at Conway School at 10 a.m., please bring small 
individual wrapped candies to fill the eggs.   
 
4/17 Sunrise Easter Service at 7 a.m., Fir-Conway Lutheran Cemetery 
Easter Service at 10 a.m., bring your lilies for the Altar and fresh flowers to place on the wire 
cross.  
 
4/20 Salish Sea Early Music Festival at 7 p.m. 
 
Check your newsletter about information on our new directory and picture taking 
opportunity 2 Sundays in May.  Feel free to ask questions and call the office to arrange your 
“sitting for picture time”. 
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