
 

 

 



Parish Profile 2022 

Mission Statements 

St. John’s:  Our mission is to share the faith of Christ, to teach through the 

example of our Lord and to actively reach out to meet the spiritual and 

physical needs of the people. 

 

St. James:  Acknowledging Christ as head of the church, we strive for 

excellence in all our ministries and activities. 

St. Paul’s:  We are an inclusive Christian community with God as our 

instructor, Jesus as our example, and the Holy Spirit as our Guide.   

We strive to preserve this world, love, encourage and care for its people, 

while living Christ-like lives as we share the good news of our risen saviour. 

 

Submitted by 

The Parish Selection Advisory Committee is made up of wardens and 
treasurers from the three congregations including: 
 
Wayne Thornhill  Warden       St James, Maitland 
Marilyn Metcalfe       Warden       
Gary Thornhill  Co-Treasurer  (A/P)  
 

Sharon Stein  Warden           St John’s, Prescott 
George Vail          Warden        
 

Rachel Bygott           Warden                St Paul’s, Cardinal    
Philip Bury               Warden     
Betty DesChamps    Treasurer 

 

Deb Hayes               Chair 

 



Introduction 

The Anglican Parish of All Saints South Grenville serves the Townships of 

Edwardsburgh-Cardinal and Augusta, the Town of Prescott and the villages of Cardinal, 

Spencerville and Maitland.  Located on the shores of the mighty St. Lawrence River, the 

Parish has been in existence in various guises for some two hundred years and is very 

proud of its history.  Its latest incarnation came about in 2006 when the Parish of St. 

Paul’s, Cardinal and the Parish of St. John the Evangelist, Prescott joined with St. 

James, Maitland to become one Parish family. 

 

What are we currently doing in ministry?  Each of the congregations, and the Parish 

as a whole, is active in providing an Anglican presence throughout South Grenville.  

Pre-pandemic, Eucharist was celebrated most Sundays at all three churches.  During 

Covid lockdowns, we watched the Morning Prayer service on YouTube or participated 

as a Parish on Zoom.   

 

Parish Friendship Teas are held monthly for the widows in our midst, providing an 

opportunity for comfort for the recently bereaved and fellowship for all. 

 

Alpha and A Life Worth Living have been held throughout the Parish at different times. 

 

The Loop is an online weekly notice of services times, readings, upcoming events and 

celebrations for the Parish.   

 

We are all working toward becoming a close-knit parish family.  Parish-wide events 

bring us together, especially “fifth” Sunday services held at one church, followed by a 

pot luck luncheon.  Individual events are supported by the other churches and every 

Sunday members of the Parish family are mentioned in Prayers of the People. 

 

Visitation of the sick is assumed by the incumbent and parishioners alike at home, in 

hospital or in retirement and nursing homes.  Our Prayer Shawl ministry helps here. 

 



What do we hope to do in ministry?  We hope to grow our Parish through new 

members and to spread the Gospel.  We need to find ways to encourage new families 

and young people to join us and to discover, or rediscover, the Good News of our 

Saviour.  We want to do this while hearing and understanding the concerns of our 

current members.  We may be lacking in resources or numbers but never enthusiasm.  

We have come a long way on our faith journey but we know we have a long distance 

yet to travel.  We want to improve our position to welcome new residents and re-

establish church as a priority in people’s lives – in whatever form that may be. 

 

What are we looking for in a Priest for this Parish?  We are looking for someone to 

guide us, encourage us and keep us focused as we strive to reach our goals, especially 

church growth.  Our congregants feel interesting, Bible based, relevant sermons are a 

key to attracting new members. Music, mission and outreach are important to us.  We 

are at a crossroad in our ministry;  without an increase in church attendance, some very 

difficult decisions may be in our future.   Each congregation faces some degree of 

monetary uncertainty so an understanding of finances would be an asset.     

 

 

St. James, Maitland - Service time 11:00 a.m. 

Located at the top of the hill in Maitland, St. James Anglican church overlooks the 

majestic St. Lawrence River. This stone church, built in 1826, incorporates Norman and 

Georgian styling and is surrounded by the historic St. James Cemetery.  

 

In recent years, St. James is fondly referred to as “the church of the chimes”.  A 

computerized carillon was dedicated in 2011 to celebrate our 195th anniversary. This 

peals twice daily with the Westminster chimes, followed by hymns and other appropriate 

music on special occasions.  

 

The beautiful interior features inspiring stained glass windows including “Jesus the good 

Shepherd” windows by Harry Horwood behind the altar. From the balcony, our 

professional organist provides wonderful, spiritual music every Sunday. The church 



building is well maintained, air-conditioned, meets accessibility standards and is debt 

free. 

 

St. James is proud to be known as “the friendly church”. Whether you are a first 

time visitor, a long-time member or renewing old acquaintances, you will be met with a 

warm welcome, friendly smiles and engaging conversation. Many from our church enjoy 

Bible study and the Alpha program when time and circumstances permit. The men of 

our church enjoy a monthly, casual luncheon at a local deli. All these events help to 

strengthen our faith and our knowledge of each other. 

 

We are committed to supporting the youth in our parish.  We support Connect Youth, an 

organization dedicated to assisting teenagers at South Grenville District High School by 

providing basic needs items, referrals to community agencies, social and recreational 

activities. 

 

Outreach to the wider community includes: support of local food banks and PWRDF 

donations to support world-wide humanitarian efforts.  Recently, St James spearheaded 

a successful campaign in support of Ukraine, collecting a generous amount of medical 

supplies, personal hygiene items and money from across the Parish and the community 

of Maitland.  This will greatly assist the war-torn country as well as Ukrainians in 

Canada. 

 

In 2013, St. James established a partnership with the Episcopal Church in Santiago de 

Cuba. Over the last decade, we have supported Archdeacon Halbert Pons Santana and 

his congregations with financial aid and large amounts of medical and personal care 

supplies. In 2016, six of our Youth Group members and eight adults fundraised to spend 

a week at San Lucas church working to refurbish the church, worshiping with the 

congregations, interacting with their Youth Group and visiting historic sites. Fourteen 

large suitcases of supplies were also delivered. In 2019 we fundraised and were 

successful in bringing Father Halbert and his wife Yeleny to our church for a two day 

conference entitled “Happiness Is……” Fundraising and gathering supplies continues. 



 

Across the street from our church we have a large, well-equipped hall where we hold 

meetings, monthly pot-luck luncheons (when Covid regulations allow), and other special 

events. The hall is also rented out for a variety of community groups and as a polling 

station for Provincial and Federal elections. The building, washrooms and large parking 

lot meet accessibility standards and fire codes. 

 

Although our current membership is not young, we are a very dedicated and active 

ministry team that is “alive” with goodwill, love and strong spiritual values. 

 

For more information about our community and Harry Horwood, see the links: 

https://augu ta.ca/ 

https://heritageottawa.org/sites/default/files/newsletter_pdfs/herottnews_2016_02.pdf 

 

St. Paul’s, Cardinal – Service time 9:30 a.m. 

The Anglican Church came to Cardinal in 1828 when Richard Duncan Fraser, son of 

United Empire Loyalists, donated land for a church and cemetery about a mile east of 

the present village.  A church of local field stone was built in 1833 and served 

congregations in Cardinal, Williamsburg and Osnabruck.  With the advent of the G.F. 

Benson Starch Co., the village of Cardinal grew and in 1872, a new church was built on 

John Street on land donated by the founder of the starch plant.  A stone cairn marks the 

location of the old church tower, at the cemetery which is still in use today.   

As with most churches, prosperity peaked in the 1950’s and St. Paul’s, along with St. 

James Crystal Rock, formed the eastern boundary of the Diocese of Ontario.  Declining 

attendance finally forced the parish to readjust and, in 2003, the two churches joined in 

Cardinal.  In 2006, St. Paul’s was welcomed to the family of All Saints South Grenville. 

 

We follow the Book of Alternate Services (BAS) and the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

with hymns from the Book of Common Praise (the Blue Book), the hymn books of the 

Anglican Church and the United Church (the Red Book), the Hymnal for Worship and 

https://heritageottawa.org/sites/default/files/newsletter_pdfs/herottnews_2016_02.pdf


Celebration (the Green Book), Songs for a Gospel People and a locally assembled 

leaflet. 

 

St. Paul’s presently has 20 supporting families, mainly retirees. The ACW is very active, 

sending cards to seniors, sick members of the congregation and their families, along 

with our prayers.  We hope to resume church suppers, bake sales and seniors lunches 

in the near future when things get back to normal.  We also support the local Food 

Bank, PWRDF, Christmas Shoe Boxes, Pneumonia Vests, and a Foster Child.  We 

participate in the World Day of Prayer and also the week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

with other community churches. 

 

Our annual spring and fall suppers bring guests from throughout the region for the 

generous helpings, delicious food, pies and desserts.  More than 150 diners enjoy these 

events, plus those who come for take-away.  We look forward to resuming these 

suppers as soon as public health measures allow 

 

In church, Lay Readers assist in the services as do Greeters and Readers.  We are also 

supported by a very capable Altar Guild and Organist.  Each Sunday, prayers are 

offered for parishioners and their families, for those who are ill or in nursing homes or 

hospital.   

 

Vestry Council meets once every two months as needed, when the two Church 

Wardens, the Treasurer, Vestry Clerk, PWRDF representative, and two Lay Delegates 

to Synod gather to map out the journey forward. 

We are a close knit group supporting each other in special church events and activities, 

and we warmly welcome newcomers to our church family. 

 

The Treasure Chest (Second hand shopping) 

We started up a thrift store about 2-1/2 years ago to raise money for our church. 



We have been very fortunate to have household goods donated to our store.  We have 

a good variety of items and people have been great to come in to buy from us, to come 

back and donate more items to us and to spread the word of our bargains. 

We have some furniture, antiques, jewelry, housewares, linens, pots & pans, electric 

cookware & appliances, knick-knacks, art, books, movies, CD’s, toys and games,  and 

much more.  We’ve also offered coffee and a cookie for a social time here, as health 

regulations allow. 

 

Run by volunteers, we are currently open from 10:00am to noon on Tuesdays & 

Saturdays.  We hope to keep The Treasure Chest going for quite a while.  We are 

happy when people come in to buy items and tell us that they are going to tell their 

family and friends about us. 

 

For more information about our community, see the link: 

https://www.twpec.ca/en/index.aspx 

 

St John the Evangelist, Prescott – Service Time 9:30am 

The Town of Prescott is re-emerging as a vibrant industrious community which is a 

boon for the growth of our church.  The current municipal council is attracting new 

downtown businesses and industries to the industrial park. 

 

A new community centre being constructed at the north end of town includes an indoor 

single ice surface with seating capacity of 800 on both sides, a walking track, multiple 

community rooms with multiuse functions, outdoor softball diamonds and outdoor 

soccer fields as well as an off-leash dog park.  

 

The Heritage Trail River Walk winds along the St Lawrence and the town’s waterfront 

has been developed into beautiful parks, an amphitheatre and marina.  Centennial Park 

features a new splash pad and AquaWorld Resort is in the works for the edge of town.   

 

https://www.twpec.ca/en/index.aspx


 

 

 

History of St John’s 

In 1821, Rev Robert Blakey arrived from England to preach at both Prescott and 

Maitland. St James’ stone church was constructed in 1826 and St John’s was a small 

white frame church at the back of our lot.   

 

In 1860, St. John’s was “blessed” with a large complex by our antecedents who 

anticipated Prescott would grow into a metropolis worthy of such a tribute to God’s 

glory.   The second church on this land donated by the Jessup family (founders of 

Prescott), was built in a grand neo-gothic style to house some 400 worshippers.  

Designed by Thomas Seton Scott, it features stained glass by Harry Horwood, Robert 

McCausland Limited and Guido Nincheri. The interior decor is Thomas G. Browne. The 

steeple is one of the highest points in town, serving as a navigation landmark on the St 

Lawrence River.  

 

In 1929, the cornerstone for the spacious church hall was laid and in the 1950’s, more 

than 100 children attended Sunday School here. Unfortunately, Prescott remained a 

small town and the then dwindling congregation struggled with the financial burden of 

maintaining the aging complex.  (See Friends of St John’s below) 

 

In preparation for the sale of that old hall, the church portion was divided into a worship 

space (keeping the Sanctuary intact but installing modern pews), and a new hall space.  

The hall is fully insulated with a dropped ceiling to conserve heat, handicap accessible 

washrooms, a functional kitchen and office spaces.  It is separated from the worship 

space by retractable doors which increase seating when folded back.  Both spaces are 

heated by a new high efficiency furnace. This renovation was nominated by Friends of 

St John’s and won the 2021 National Trust for Canada’s Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Cornerstone Awards for Resilient Spaces! 



The old hall finally sold in 2013, relieving us of an albatross and introducing us to 

wonderful new neighbours. 

 

 

Worship 

The congregation uses the BAS and Book of Common Praise projected on screens with 

the Easy Worship program.  Since we share our incumbent with St. James and St 

Paul’s, the service times are staggered to allow travel time.  Our congregation is a nice 

mix of seniors and empty-nesters with some young families.  There is a children’s 

program, lately on Zoom.  Following the service, we enjoy a coffee hour, now with Covid 

protocol in place.  We are always concerned about the future growth of our ministry and 

continuing to attract new members. We are known as a friendly, welcoming 

congregation and the FUN church. 

 

A Casavant Frères pipe organ was installed in the 1950’s and is well maintained.  Our 

organist, the very talented Winston Robinson, also leads the choir from the synthesizer 

which mimics organ, piano or chorale, adding variety to the traditional and modern 

hymns.  Our choir performs lovely harmony on special anthems, too. 

 

Laity here play active roles in the service as chalice bearers, prayer leaders, readers 

and as greeters, audio/visual operators, children’s ministry leaders and providing after-

service refreshments.   We very much believe in the power of prayer and hold special 

24-hour vigils as required, but mention weekly those we feel need to be lifted to God in 

prayer. 

 

Outreach   

We support the local food bank and an in-house pantry, Operation Christmas Child and 

Chernobyl Seniors shoebox campaigns and PWRDF.  Volunteers improve reading skills 

at Wellington Public School.  Communion is provided monthly at Mayfield Retirement 

Residence and Wellington House nursing home. We rent our hall to Community and 

Primary Health Care (CPHC) for seniors’ social time and a foot care clinic.  Crafters 



make prayer shawls which are blessed and brought to shut-ins and sick people for 

comfort.  Bible studies in Lent and Advent, and weekly men’s and women’s studies 

expand our understanding of Scripture.  Vacation Bible Camp was held for several 

summers, until other churches in town got on the bandwagon, as was Messy Church – 

the first in town.  A seasonal newsletter keeps our people informed of events in the 

church and special occasions in our lives. 

 

Fundraising is very important at St. John’s, not only as a financial necessity, but for the 

socializing and community it brings.  Major events include the Christmas Bazaar & 

Luncheon, St Patrick’s lunch with delivery downtown, plant sale, Shakespeare Sunday 

with ploughman’s lunch, Medieval Faire and manning the gates at the Spencerville Fall 

Fair, tourtiere baking for sale at the Bazaar, and anything else that sounds like fun.  In 

fact, this organizing group is called the FUNdraising Committee. 

 

St. John’s is responsible for the historic Blue Church and its cemetery which is 

maintained by its own board of directors.  Throughout the summer, it is available for 

weddings, provided the couple bring their own officiant.  There are also candlelight 

evening prayer services one Sunday a month in summer, and a special afternoon 

Christmas carol service in Advent.  There is no electricity or heat in the little frame 

church so it makes for an interesting experience and is well attended. One service was 

led by Bishop Oulton! 

 

While the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 97 now has its own member chaplain, St 

John’s provided the last three chaplains and enjoys a close comradeship there.  

 

Administration 

St John’s has two wardens and one or more deputy wardens, an envelope A/R 

secretary, a treasurer A/P clerk, a vestry clerk and lay delegates to Synod.  

 

Friends of St John’s (FOSJ) was established to focus on the bricks and mortar of St 

John’s.  After 160 winters, the building is beginning to show its age but it is an unfair 



financial burden on the small congregation.  FOSJ holds fundraising events such as the 

spring Berry Campaign (a gift from St James as they ran it for 20 plus years) and a 

Canada Day fireworks sale while searching for grants and heritage foundations.    Post 

Covid, they hope to resume the FOSJ Book Club accompanied by pot luck suppers with 

lively discussion.  Their mandate includes raising awareness as well as funds. 

 

St John’s has close ties to this heritage building through the momentous family events 

that have occurred here, but we also understand the building is not the Church.  The 

People are the living stones of the Church, wherever they may be housed. 

 

For Reference 

http://www.prescott.ca/en/index.asp 

 

https://discover.leedsgrenville.com/en/about-this-place/town-of-

prescott.aspx 

 

https://cphcare.ca/ 

 

https://connectyouth.ca/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guido_Nincheri 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Seaton_Scott 

 

http://www.eternalglass.com/     (Robert McCausland Limited – click on 

Portfolio – Ontario P-S – scroll down to Prescott) 

 

 

http://www.prescott.ca/en/index.asp
https://discover.leedsgrenville.com/en/about-this-place/town-of-prescott.aspx
https://discover.leedsgrenville.com/en/about-this-place/town-of-prescott.aspx
https://cphcare.ca/
https://connectyouth.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guido_Nincheri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Seaton_Scott
http://www.eternalglass.com/


 

 

 

ABOUT SOUTH GRENVILLE 

Location 

Two major 4-lane highways pass through the Parish.  Highway 401 links it with 

Brockville, Kingston, Belleville and Toronto to the west and Cornwall and Montreal to 

the east.  Highway 416 connects it to the nation’s capital.  The International Bridge 

crosses at Johnstown to the United States of America at Ogdensburg, New York.  Via 

Rail service operates out of Brockville and international air travelers are served at 

Ottawa, Dorval and Toronto or Ogdensburg and Syracuse, N.Y. 

 
We are roughly an hour’s drive from Ottawa or Kingston; about two hours from Montreal 

and about three hours from Toronto. 

 

About Us 

The Parish is a mix of urban and rural cultures.  Agriculture and tourism play a strong 

role in the local economy but there are industries as well.  Since the completion of Hwy 

416 to Ottawa, more and more people from the city are relocating to our area, many in 

preparation for retirement, some now working from home. 

 

As previously mentioned, the area is proud of its history making this a cornerstone of its 

tourist industry.  Visitors are attracted to Homewood Museum near Maitland, the famous 

Blue Church on County Road 2 between Prescott and Maitland, Fort Wellington (a 

National Historic Site) in Prescott, the Galop Canal at Cardinal, the Old Spencerville Mill 

and many historic homes and buildings throughout the Parish.  Many communities host 

historic festivals in the summer months to entertain locals and tourists alike.   

 
As well as ice rinks for hockey and award-winning figure skating clubs, there are tennis 

courts, lawn bowling greens, ball diamonds, soccer pitches, curling and golf clubs, 

swimming pools and beaches.  SCUBA divers come for the submerged clean sites and 



boaters fill several marinas to enjoy the nearby 1000 Islands.  Snowmobile and cross-

country ski trails as well as sugar bushes provide winter entertainment and delicious 

pancake breakfasts.  MERC Hall in Maitland, beside the miles of cross-country ski trails 

and ball diamonds, provides banquet facilities.  Walker House in Prescott is an adult 

recreation centre with ping pong or table tennis, billiards, Bridge and other card games, 

board games and arts and crafts.  Day trips and other recreation events are organized, 

too.  

 

Various service organizations throughout the Parish invite new members, including 

Lions Club, Masons and Shriners and the Eastern Star, Optimists, Kinsmen, Oddfellows 

and Rebekkahs, Guides, Brownies, Sparks, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, Air Cadets and 

the Royal Canadian Legion.  All communities in the Parish are served by well-trained, 

dedicated volunteer fire departments.  Their members are also very involved in 

community service, from the Muscular Dystrophy telethon to the Santa Claus parade. 

 

Local industries include: Ingredion Canada (formerly Canada Starch) in Cardinal; the 

industrial Port of Johnstown, Greenfield Ethanol and Giant Tiger Distribution Centre in 

Johnstown; Invista (formerly DuPont) and Dyno Nobel near Maitland; Kriska Transport 

and several light industries in Prescott; and 3M, Northern Cables, Douglas Barwick and 

Biscuits Leclerc Ltée plus several others in nearby Brockville.  A daily bus route now 

runs between Cardinal and Brockville along County Road 2, also serving these plants. 

 

While history is important, technologically the area is firmly in the 21st Century with high-

speed internet, cellular service and information technology services. 

 

 

Healthcare 

We are fortunate to have fully staffed medical clinics in close proximity.  Brockville 

General Hospital is a recently updated acute care hospital featuring a new heart and 

stroke centre, as well as a new palliative care wing.  Several specialists are also in 

Brockville and a wider range of services, including heart and cancer, are only an hour 



away in Ottawa or Kingston.  Kemptville District Hospital serves the northern portion of 

our Parish and Winchester District Memorial Hospital serves the eastern boundary.  

Dental, chiropractic, physiotherapy and eye care are available in our region as well. 

 

Shopping 

Each community has its share of stores meeting the basic needs of residents and 

unique shops worth exploring for that something different.  Prescott has an Independent 

Grocer, Canadian Tire and Home Hardware while Brockville and Kemptville offer a 

greater selection of grocers and big box stores before the siren song of the larger malls 

of Kingston, Ottawa, Montreal or Toronto beckon.  Farmers’ markets feature local 

produce (largely organic), baked goods and crafts.  Antique shops draw the curious and 

collectors.   

 

Housing and Schools 

Whether it is historic or newly built, in town, in the country or on the waterfront, the real 

estate agents serving this area have something for all tastes.   Maynard, Johnstown and 

Spencerville have elementary schools as does Prescott, which also has a separate 

school, private academy and a high school. Brockville has several high schools, 

including St Mary’s Roman Catholic, and French language schools.  St Lawrence 

College has a campus in Brockville as well as Kingston and Cornwall.  Kingston and 

Ottawa have fine universities only an hour away. 

 

Prescott, Cardinal, Spencerville and the hamlet of Algonquin (serving Augusta 

Township) have modern, well-stocked libraries with computer access and internet 

service.  And inter-library loan service ensures almost any book can be available to 

patrons.   

 

Culturally, Prescott offers the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Theatre Company’s festival of 

professional classical plays outdoors on the banks of the river each summer.   Nearby, 

The Thousand Islands Playhouse in Gananoque and the Upper Canada Playhouse at 

Morrisburg put on professional comedies, and first run movies play at the Galaxy 



cinema in Brockville.  As Brockville is our next-door neighbour, we include the 

beautifully restored Brockville Arts Centre, the Aquatarium and annual festivals in that 

city as worthy attractions.   

 

Spencerville 

Spencerville no longer has an Anglican church but it is one of the larger villages served 

by the Parish and deserves mention.  Located in the north end of the Parish, the village 

was established in 1832 and now contains the municipal offices for Edwardsburgh-

Cardinal.  The handsomely restored Old Spencerville Mill attracts day tourists.  And of 

course, no local would dream of missing the 165 plus-year-old Spencerville Fair!  

Businesses include Drummond’s Gas, a convenience store, a Home Hardware and 

some lovely restaurants. The Drummond Building at the Fairgrounds houses an indoor 

riding school, dining and reception rooms for many community events.  The small but 

energetic Legion branch is a popular reception venue for weddings, birthdays, funerals 

and family and community events. 

 

This is where your congregations live and work;  we hope you will come to love it as much 

as we do. 

 

Updated March 31, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 


