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I. INTRODUCTION 

A.   Sermon on the Mount 

B.   Blessed 

       1.   The Greek word means blessed, favored, joy 

             a.   The idea of ________________________________ 

 

II. RELIGIOUS CULTURE 

A.   Of Jesus’ day 

       1.   The religious culture said that poverty, sickness was a  

             lack of God’s blessing 

       2.   The richer you were, the more righteous you were, the  

             more of God ‘s blessing that was on you 

B.   Of our day 

       1.   We equate certain groups of people with lacking God’s  

             blessing because of their choices or opinions 

 

III. POOR IN SPIRIT 

B.   What does Jesus mean by “poor in spirit”? 

       1.   The word poor literally means ___________________ 

       2.   It speaks of a spiritual condition of poverty, of being  

             __________________________________ before God 

       3.   Apart from ______________ I am spiritually bankrupt 

       4.   Recognition that I have to _______________________  

             _______________ on God every moment of every day 

       5.   Ephesians 1:18-20  

       6.   Poor in spirit means empting yourself of self so that  

             God can fill you with Himself 

 

IV. EXAMPLES 

A.   Luke 18:9-14    (pg. 1038) 

       1.   The Pharisee was _______________________ himself 

       2.   Look at how many times he uses “I” 

       3.   The tax collector showed what being poor in spirit is  

             all about 

       4.   The tax collector is spiritually __________ before God 

 

 

B.   Revelation 3:14-18   (pg. 1217) 

       1.   Their spiritual pride _____________________ them to  

             their spiritual nakedness 

C.   Philippians 2:3-8    (pg. 1162) 

       1.   Vs 7 – Made himself nothing 

       2.   He _____________________________ himself of self  

             so that he could be ______________ of the Holy Spirit 

       3.   Several different times in the gospel it says that Jesus  

             was full of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1, 10:21, John 1:14) 

       4.   Out of being poor in spirit, came obedience to his  

             Father’s will – even obedience to death on a cross 

 

V. STUMBLING BLOCKS TO POOR IN SPIRIT 

A.   _______________________________________________ 

       1.   This is a ___________________ to being poor in spirit 

       2.   You are relying on your deeds rather than on God 

       3.   Isaiah 64:6 - …and all our righteous acts are like filthy  

             rags 

       4.   John 3:30 – Jesus must increase and I must decrease 

B.   _______________________________________________ 

       1.   This is a ___________________ to being poor in spirit 

       2.   The focus is on others rather than God 

       3.   Romans 3:23 – for all have sinned and fall short of the  

             glory of God 

C.   _______________________________________________ 

       1.   This is a ___________________ to being poor in spirit 

       2.   You become complacent spiritually 

D.   _______________________________________________ 

       1.   This is a ___________________ to being poor in spirit 

       2.   Being poor in spirit doesn’t mean I am worthless  

       3.   This is just as dangerous as spiritual pride 

       4.   Self-effacement says I can’t.  Being poor in spirit says  

             I can’t, ______________________________________ 

       5.   Moses fell into this - Exodus 4:10-13 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

A.   Poor in spirit 

       1.   __________________________ that there is nothing in  

             you that deserves God’s grace, love, power, presence 

       2.   _____________________ out all pride and selfishness 

       3.   ___________ totally on the Holy Spirit and His power 


