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Blessed be God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s Kingdom
now and forever. Amen

The Greeting



Waking up this morning,
we saw a new day dawn.
Let us raise our hands in thanksgiving
for the wonders of being alive,
for the 24 hours in which we are now living,
and the possibility of so many, many more.

All: Wonderful God,
thank you for the sensations of sacred breath,
your miraculous gift of life to each one of us.
We lift our hearts to you.
Our souls sing with joy.
May we know your presence in all our challenges,
and may our thankfulness pour out of our lives.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for 
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying 
their sheaves. 

Psalm 126.6



All: Giving God,
no money can buy your love,
no words can adequately express our thanks,
no actions can fully demonstrate our gratitude.
But as we sing, as we pray, 
as we listen to your Word,
we offer you our best,
and celebrate your presence with us –
now and each moment of every day. Amen.

Centering Prayer



Creator God, loving Saviour, living Spirit,
we celebrate your generosity
in receiving all that we would give you.
We rejoice in your generosity
as you pour out your blessing on all you have made.
We commit ourselves to reflecting your generosity in our lives,
by giving the best of all we have and are wherever there is need. Amen.

Prayer of Adoration
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Anthem Hymn:

Love will be our Lenten Calling

https://youtu.be/RLegowSR2nk

https://youtu.be/RLegowSR2nk
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Lord, have mercy
Lord have mercy

Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

Lord have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Kyrie Eleison
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Holy God,
holy and mighty,

holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

Trisagion



Please, forgive us, faithful God,
when we fill the rooms we enter with negativity, not warmth.
Forgive us, and bless us with love like that of Mary.
Forgive us when we justify our reluctance to give and share.
Forgive us, and bless us with love like that of Mary.
Forgive us when we are slow to express gratitude,
and take what we have for granted.
Forgive us, and bless us with love like that of Mary.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Preparing for confession



Introduction to confession

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the 
Lord our God, though we have rebelled and 
wandered far off.

Silence may be kept.

Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to 
all who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in 
all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



Collect prayer

Christ,
whose feet were caressed
with perfume and a woman’s hair,
you humbly took a basin and towel
and washed the feet of your friends:
wash us also in your tenderness,
that, embracing your service freely,
we may accept no other bondage
in your name.
Amen.



Reflection Time



The 1st Reading is from Isaiah 43.16-21

16 Thus says the Lord ,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,

17 who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

18 Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.

19 I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

Continues



20 The wild animals will honour me,
the jackals and the ostriches;

for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 126
1 When the Lord turned again the fortunes of Zion:
then were we like those restored to life.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter:
and our tongue with singing.
3 Then said they among the heathen:
‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
4 Truly the Lord has done great things for us:
and therefore we rejoiced.
5 Turn again our fortunes, O Lord:
as the streams return to the dry south.
6 Those who sow in tears:
shall reap with songs of joy.
7 They that go out weeping, bearing the seed:
shall come again in gladness,
bringing their sheaves with them.



The 2nd Reading is from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians 3.3-14

3 For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 
and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— 4 even 
though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has 
reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith.

Continues



10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on towards the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



All:
Ever-giving God,
we sometimes close our hearts to you and to others;
but your heart is always open,
pouring out your grace and love,
filling our lives with the fragrance of forgiveness
and friendship,
wiping away our fears and our regrets,
and receiving the thanks we would offer you.
May the trickle of our praise become a torrent,
and may the whole world be filled with your truth.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayer before Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 
Chapter 12 beginning at the 1st verse
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5 ‘Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ 6 (He said 
this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, ‘Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Curated by Paul

Hymn

Alabaster Box

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hDOCALp27I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hDOCALp27I


We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions

We praise you for the unselfconscious outpouring of Mary’s love;
we praise you for the generous receiving of her beautiful gift by Jesus;
we praise you for the opportunities we have to give to others;
we praise you for friends and family who give to us;
we praise you for your love and for the promise of eternal life;

We thank you Lord for the things of this week which have gifted us 
joy, comfort or unity;
All thanks and praise to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Amen.



Intercessions

Dear Lord
Today we come before you and give thanks for our beautiful planet and the wonder of 
life. Although we may pollute and destroy so much of what you have made, your power 
is such that more beautiful and wonderful things will replace and replenish. Help us to 
be truly thankful for all that is provided and in our own small ways help us to preserve 
what is so good.
Jesus Christ our Lord
Please hear our prayer

Dear Lord
Yesterday we may have influenced or been influenced by those in our communities, be 
they politicians, leaders, friends or foes to do and think unkind, mean and spiteful 
things. Please help us and those who intentionally or unintentionally influence us to be 
kinder, more gentle and thoughtful today.
Jesus Christ our Lord
Please hear our prayer



28

Dear Lord
Tomorrow, please help us to recognise how grateful we are for the comfort and peace we find 
here at Holy Hermits Online. Let us not be complacent and accept all the goodness we 
experience worshipping alongside each other, without speaking to all we meet and sharing the 
good news that church can come to them too. As we give thanks for Rev Jamee, our leaders 
and those we worship with, help us to be generous with our conversations and maybe even a 
little extravagant like Mary was all that time ago when she shared her gift with our Lord
Jesus Christ our Lord
Please hear our prayer

This week we ask your blessings on those special people who need our prayers: especially David 
and family as he comes to terms with the loss of his leg; Those living with cancer; Angela and 
her family; Paul and Darhon; Don and Carolyn; Heather and her family; George and Wendy and 
Kristine; those with and recovering from Covid: especially Eliza Jane and Claire. We hold 
before you Dixon as he rehabilitates after stroke; Julie G in recovery after surgery, 
especially for a reduction of inflammation and grace for the hospital stay; Helen C as she 
recovers from a fall. We lift Lachlan to you for continued strength in recovery. June and Ailsa 
as June travels toward reunion with you. Jordan; Douglas; Sonja and her family in Ukraine, 
that they may feel your presence when they are apart and unable to communicate with one 
another. Jesus Christ our Lord
Please hear our prayer
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Dear Lord
All times, please allow us to be inspired by the Saints and Angels who have gone before 
us. We are so lucky to be able to research extensively and understand intimately what has 
happened in the past through books, online articles and movies to name a few. Thank you 
for the example of St Mary of Egypt. We can aspire to learn from the experiences and 
examples of these Saints and Angels and remember those that we walked with personally 
for a while and now miss. We name them in our hearts or aloud (pause)

Jesus Christ our Lord
Please hear our prayer

Amen.

Prayers composed by Viki



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

•The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

•The Diocese of Armidale: †Rodney Chiswell; Clergy and People

•The Parish of Centenary Suburbs: Lindsay Howie – Locum, John Coleman, 
Tom Wood, Bill Redman, Graham Oates

•Royal Brisbane & Women’s Hospital: Carol O’Ryan, Judy Shepherd & 
volunteers

•Cannon Hill Anglican College, Cannon Hill: Principal – Gary O’Brien; 
Chaplain – Br Nathan James; Chair of College Council – Bruce Moy; 
members of College Council; staff & students



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.
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All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this 
time of social distancing, hold us close in your arms. 
Comfort those who are afraid, enliven those who are 

bored, give courage to those who are distressed, and warm 
those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. Breathe in, 

with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into a 
new future knowing that you are with us now and await us 

there. In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions



Hymn

Take My Hand Precious Lord. 
Lead Me Home  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNrVed6dP6s

Curated by Marcia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNrVed6dP6s


A Personal Prayer for each of us in the Silence

It would be good to have the Gallery View.

Loving God, we thank you for your love for us,
and we thank you for each other.
Acknowledge the persons to those on either side. 

Acknowledge the persons above and below.

Loving God, as your love pours into our lives,
help us to show and share it with those 
outside our community.
Be with us wherever we go. Amen.
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Prayer inspired by Holy Hermit Mary of Egypt

Merciful Lord, who raises up sinners by your boundless 
compassion and mercy: Cause the desert sun to burn away 
our coarseness and to melt our hardness of heart, that, 
like your servant Mary of Egypt, we may not depart from 
this life until we understand the ways of repentance and 
the benefits of prayer; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.



Hymn 

Lord of Creation

https://youtu.be/Z3jh7sEFHvo 

Curated by Fleur

https://youtu.be/Z3jh7sEFHvo


All:
Amazing God,
we are so thankful for the gift of being alive!
May our thankfulness to you pour out in our actions,
in our choices, in our dealings with other people,
in all that we do. Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may 
find in him crucified a sure ground for faith, a firm 
support for hope, and the assurance of sin forgiven. 

Amen.
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Notices

 “Forgiveness – A Lent Study" Study group – this Wednesday 6th April

 HHO leadership team meets this Wednesday!

 Palm Sunday next week – Liturgical colour is red

 Holy Week services: Maundy Thursday 6pm; Good Friday 10.00am; Holy 
Saturday 10.00am; Easter Day 9.00am

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

Mary Anointing 
Jesus with 

Perfume; 
Anonymous


