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John’s Purpose: 

To intentionally present stories and words from Jesus that convey 

the wonder of who He is so that readers will believe.  

 

The story: John 5 1- 15 

 

The Sheep Gate 

The Pool of Bethsaida 

 

Superstition – belief based on ignorance and fear 

 

Simple fact: Jesus heals the man so that he can walk immediately! 

 

John’s main point: What are Jesus’ credentials? And do we 

trust them? 

 

1. Jesus’ Authority Demonstrated – the miracle itself 

2. Jesus’ Authority Defined – Vs 19 – 30 

a. By His relationship to the Father (19 – 23) 

b. By His role of judgment (24 – 30) 

3. Jesus’ Authority Confirmed Vs 31 – 47 

a. By Jesus’ Witness – John the Baptist 

b. By Jesus’ Works 

c. By Jesus’ Words 

 

A Key Hindrance to belief in Jesus’ authority (vs 41 – 44) 

 

Is Jesus Lord?  

 Can we trust Him in suffering? 

 Will we follow Him instead of religious legalism? 

 Do we recognize the extent of His authority? 

 Do we depend upon Him to establish our credentials? 

Do we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and live under His 

command every day of our lives? 

Sermon-based Small Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. After beginning with prayer, read the story of Jesus’ 

healing of the crippled man, from John 5:1-15. Share 

details of the story in your own words.  

 

2. Discuss the idea of the man waiting for the stirring of 

the water. Was this a superstition? Have you seen 

instances of superstition? How do you address it? 

 

3. What do you think of Jesus’ encounter with the man 

in the temple in vs 14 and 15? What do you make of 

Jesus’ words to the man, and his response?  

 

4. What offended the Jewish leaders about this miracle? 

Are their ways we might we take similar offense to 

what Jesus does today?  

 

5. Looking over vs 19 – 30, what does Jesus’ identify as 

a legitimate claim to His authority? How does this 

passage demonstrate the deity of Jesus? What appeals 

to you about the extent of Jesus’ authority (vs 24-30)?  

 

6. In vs 31-47, Jesus mentions several ways in which His 

authority is confirmed. How does God’s Word, for 

example, demonstrate Jesus’ authority to you?  

 

7. Discuss the hindrance to faith that Jesus mentions in 

vs 41-44? How does this relate to your own 

experience? 

 

Pray for a spiritual revival among us regarding our 

response to the authority of Jesus. 


