
Genesis 3:1–7 (ESV) 
 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
beast of the field that the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 
‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 
you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you 

eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of  
its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her  
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths. 
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INTRODUCTION:   
 

 

1. The Beauty Within the Lie 

 If you want to reach your full potential, you need to break away from God because his rules are  

 holding you back. 

 

 

 a.  The lie attracts us because it says obedience to God (and his rules) will hold us back from reaching our full 

 potential.  

   

 

  “But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your 

  eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’”  Genesis 3:4–5 

 

 

 b.  The lie attracts us because it says disobedience to God (and his rules) will liberate us to reach our full  

 potential.  

 

 

 “To be as God, and to achieve it by outwitting him, is an intoxicating programme.”  —Derek Kidner 

 

 



 “The age of authenticity is the idea that life is all about realizing your humanity, finding and living out your own 

 vision of life instead of conforming to society, the previous generation, or religious and political authority.”

 —Trevin Wax 

 

 

2. The Toxins Within the  Lie 

 It is true their eyes would be opened, but not in the way they thought. 

 

 

 It is true they would be like God in knowing good and evil, but not in the way they thought. 

 

 

  “Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil.’”   

                Genesis 3:22 

 

 

 Why does God make such a big deal about eating an apple? 

 

 

  a.  Genesis 3 never says it’s an apple. 

  

 

  b.  Genesis 3 does not say it is a magical fruit, the juices of which, would unlock the brain’s knowledge of  

  good  and evil.  

 

 

  c.  Whatever the fruit was, the real point is that this was a test.  

   

 

  Genesis 3:6 

 

 

 The Bible says the root of our problems, on a global level and on a personal level, is that we have turned away 

 from our Creator. 

 

 

3.  The One Who Rescues Us From the Lie 

 As the last Adam, Jesus came to undo what Adam did and to succeed where Adam failed. 

 

 

 “He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that 

 stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 

 he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

                Colossians 2:14 


