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St David’s United Church 
Growing & Deepening our Lives in an Affirming 

and Inclusive Community 

NEXT STEPS TOWARD PARTNERSHIP 
WITH NORTHMINSTER AND ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCHES               
  
Both the congregations of St David’s and Northminster have been reflecting on 
the announcement of this partnership opportunity, and how it can fulfill the needs 
of each church. St David’s is without a lead minister and Northminster is in need 
of a building. The Ad Hoc Committees from both churches continue to meet with 
the assistance and guidance of Chinook Winds Region’s Personnel Minister Rev. 
Stephen Harper. 
  
The response at both the Boards and congregational levels has been favourable 
with regards to moving forward, as informed by the needs and voices of each 
congregation. 
  
Discussions that have been happening and answers to some of the questions we 
have been asked are summarized below for you to consider. If you have any 
questions that are not captured here, please reach out so we can hear more from 

you. Northminster United Church’s website is https://www.northminster.ca for 

further info about their congregation. 
  
How have plans been unfolding? 
 
Committees and staff members are connecting to learn more about how our 
different processes, programs and procedures work and what logistics need to be 
considered. 
  
Our Worship Committees and Music Teams have met twice to get acquainted. 
Their discussions explored our many traditions, including whether or not we use 
the lectionary for worship planning,  how often we celebrate communion, how we 
include children and youth in worship, how volunteers participate in hosting and 
leadership, and how we worship and use technology for live-streaming during 
Covid and onward. 
  
Barb Johnson, Northminster’s Office Admin, and Rev. Nancy Nourse have been 
to St David’s to have a tour of the building, and to meet some of the staff. Rev. 
Nancy has been in conversation with the chair of the Affirming committee at St 
David’s. Rev. Nancy was our Presbytery Rep during our call process for Rev. 
Kelley Werner. 
  
St David’s invited Northminster to attend their online Friendship Club in February. 
Ten people from Northminster participated and it was a good first step in getting 
to know each other.  
  
Worship committees, music teams, live-streaming volunteers, and ministry staff 
will continue to plan and explore the ways we can blend our worship into one. We 
are working toward a goal of beginning worship together at St David’s on May 1, 
2022 and our worship will be offered both in-person and live-streamed. 

cont‘d ... 

https://www.northminster.ca


....cont‘d  
  
What will the move look like? 
 
The two congregations will remain independent of each other financially and for governance purposes, but the 
agreement we will put in place is for Northminster to provide a minister in exchange for use of the St David’s 
building free of charge. Both churches will benefit from the staff and volunteers from each church. 
  
For now the agreement is for Northminster to stay indefinitely at St David’s until their Task Force presents with a 
plan for a future worship space. 
  
Northminster’s office space and staff will gradually transition over to St David’s in late spring. However, there may 
still be events, traditions and rentals that will continue to happen in the Northminster building until it has sold.  
  
What are the next steps? 
 
Next steps will include our various committees continuing to connect to get to know each other. 
  
The Board of Northminster has made a recommendation that the congregation be presented with the following 
motion at their Annual General Meeting April 3rd: 
That Northminster United Church move its worship services to St David’s United Church effective May 1, 
2022, with all remaining programs, meetings, and outreach moving at later dates. 
  
St. David’s congregation has been asked for their formal approval after church on April 15, 2022. The wording of 
the motion will be the same as that used by Northminster United Church. Once the congregations have voted, we 
can continue to discuss next steps.  
 
Questions or concerns? 
 
As this conversation and plan unfolds, there continues to be many questions. Our Ad Hoc Committee and Council 
are wanting to hear those questions. Please reach out to one of the committee members by phone or email as 
soon as possible so we can explore your questions with you. 
  
This is an on-going process that will take time and conversation, and transition will not happen overnight. We want 
to thank everyone for the excitement they have shared, as well as their questions and concerns. Please continue 
to reach out to us and watch for ways that you can help participate in the next steps of this partnership. 
 
St. David’s Ad Hoc Committee:   St. David’s Council Chair:  
Mike Stockdale mikes@syterra.com   Brenda Wallace wallacebj@me.com  
Bill Dickson wr.dickson@shaw.ca  
Gary Koehler gkoehler@telus.net  

Qigong Classes 

Qigong is a moving meditative practice that involves deep breathing, slow movements, and a 

focused mind.  It is used to stretch and strengthen muscles, improve balance, and enhance 

flexibility. Qigong is calming and refreshing. 
 

Live Sessions:  

Spring Forest Qigong:  Tuesdays in April from 9:30 - 11:00 am at St. David’s in the TM Room  
 

Online Sessions: 

Spring Forest Qigong: Wednesdays 9:00 - 10:00 am 

8 Pieces of Brocade Qigong:  Thursdays 9:00 - 10:00 am 

 

For more information, contact Janice Rider at janicenrider@gmail.com 
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Gadgets & Gizmos  

a Plenty  
Do you have an extra tablet, webcam, or 

laptop that you are not using? Do you 

have the skills and patience to teach 

somebody how to use technology to con-

nect with others online?  

 

As we are returning to in-person wor-

ship, some members are not comfortable 

or are just not able to return due to many 

different factors. We have heard from 

many people that they would love to 

connect with us online but they just 

don’t have the means to do so. This 

might mean they don’t have the neces-

sary tools or they just might not know 

how.  

 

We are asking anybody who might be 

able to help with either of these things, 

to please connect with either Chantal or 

Amy.  

 

 

Not feeling comfortable returning to ser-

vice? Don’t have the tools to connect 

with us online? Struggling to figure out 

how to work zoom and streaming? Fear 

no more! Please contact Chantal or Amy 

and we will try our best to help you get 

what you need to connect with us.  

Office Hours Mon to Thurs 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Healing Touch Update 
continues to run on the first Wednesday of every 

month. In April they will be returning to in  

person session in the TM Room at St. David’s. If you 

would like to sign up, please contact the Church of-

fice by the Monday before to make an appointment. 

Lenten Stories 

Our walk with God is both deeply personal 
and held in community. Times of trial tend to 
amplify our spiritual journey. During Lent, it 
is good to reflect on how the Divine has been 
present and faithful to you. We can also re-
member the times we cried out to God and felt 
alone. Sharing stories of faith is healing and 
bonds us together. If you have a story you'd 
like to  share, you are invited to speak for 
about 5 minutes on such a topic. This can be 
done in-person or pre-recorded to be shared 
at worship. Please reach out to Amy if you are 
interested in sharing a Lenten story             
pastoralcare@sduc.ca 

Pastoral Care Connection 
Our need for connection and community is real and 

not confined to Sunday morning. Amy Haynes, Pas-

toral Care Minister will be hosting a weekly, infor-

mal gathering on zoom where we can greet one an-

other and share our hearts. Prayers, poetry, fellow-

ship and an opportunity to speak and listen to your 

church friend.  

Join us on Zoom on Wednesdays at 10 am 

mailto:pastoralcare@sduc.ca


Easter Flowers & Donations 
As we did at Christmas time, we will be offering the opportunity to either purchase a Easter 

Mum or make a donation (this time to the Benevolent fund) ‘in honor of’ or ‘in memory of’ 

somebody in your life. You have 3 different options to do so:  

Mail: Attached to this newsletter you will find a form that needs to be filled in. You can fill 

this form out by printing clearly, attach your cash or cheque donation and either send it in the 

post, or place it in our locked mail box outside the front of the church. Please be mindful that 

we must receive your form before April 11 in order to guarantee that you will receive a flower.  

E-mail: You can email the church office at admin@sduc.ca using the password ‘Flower’. 

Please include in the notes that it is for Easter flowers. We then need an email from you as 

well with all of the information listed on the attached form.   

Drop-In: Starting March 14, you can stop in at the church office during our office hours and 

Chantal will be happy to accept your cash or cheque donation and take down the information 

to fill in your form. There will also be a no-contact drop box available after worship on March 

20 until April 10. 

All of the names will be compiled into an insert which will be 

published with the worship folder on Easter Sunday.  

The deadline to purchase is April 11 at noon. If you choose to 

purchase a flower, they will be available for pickup at St. David’s  

after worship on Easter Sunday. 

Join us in person or online 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday April 14 at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday 
Friday April 15 at 10:00 am 

Holy Saturday 
Saturday Evening April 16 (TBD) 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday April 17 at 10:00 am 

Special music by choir and orchestra 


