
Epiphany 5, 2022 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom”. (Colossians 3. 16) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

We have been thinking a lot about the glory of God -- the majesty and magnificence of Christ -- 

through this Epiphany Season. Over the past four weeks, we have considered how the Lord 

manifested forth His glory in the temple, to the doctors of the Jewish Law; then during His 

public ministry by changing water into wine; by the miraculous healings of the leper and the 

centurion’s servant; and by calming the storm. We have also reflected on how each of these 

events connect with our lives. Jesus bids each one of us to shine for Him. As the One with all 

power and authority, He supplies the Light. Our job is to be willing. 

But we all know that is easier said than done. It is a hard thing to do on a good day, let alone in 

challenging times like these. As last week’s Collect put it, we are “set in the midst of so many 

and great dangers” – physical and spiritual. So, a question raised from today’s Gospel is “How” 

– how can the Church let God’s glory shine in 2022? It has been nearly two years since we 

began with the pandemic. Obviously, in spite of various efforts, our life together as the family 

of God has been greatly disrupted. We have worshipped outdoors; we have been live-

streaming; and we have been holding Bible Studies by ZOOM; nevertheless, the roller-coaster 

ride has had more lows than highs, and we are bound to wonder ‘how’ – how can we be lights 

in the world, and channels of God’s glory, while faced with these challenges? 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about a farmer who planted good seed in his 

field. We can imagine the sight: it is late in May, and the field has just been plowed and 

harrowed and planted with wheat. The smell of the earth is in the air, and there is a certain 

relief that the work has been completed. However, during the night, an enemy comes and 

walks through the field sowing tares: a weed also called ‘darnel’ – a plant that appears, in its 

early stages, to be almost identical to the wheat – but one which can cause convulsions and 

even death, if eaten. 

One point from this parable is that whether it be the weeds (which represent false teachers and 

heretics) or whether it be a pandemic, the Church is faced with challenges in letting God’s glory 

shine. Let’s hold that thought and move on to this morning’s Epistle. 

It was written by St. Paul to the Church in the city of Colossae when there really were tares 

growing up with the wheat. Colossae was a city of approximately 25,000 people in what is now 

modern day Turkey. It was known for its production of wool, and for its weaving industry. But 

that’s not all. Colossae was also known for a water source called the Lycus stream. It was 

renowned for its healing properties. The Lycus stream was connected with a mysterious spring 

that bubbled up out of the ground only to run back underground a short distance away. The 

source of this peculiar spring was believed by some to be a gift of the Archangel Michael; and, 

consequently, a cult rose up in his name but with a twisted understanding about angels and 



their status. St. Paul addressed this situation in the second chapter of his letter to the 

Colossians when he told the members of the Colossian Church: 

“Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his stand 

on visions…and not holding to the Head (Christ).” (2.18)    

The issue which Paul was addressing was a real-life example of what Jesus said in today’s 

Gospel: these angel-worshippers who were distorting the truth, within the Body of Christ in 

Colossae were like the tares. In appearance they were Christian,  but in content they were 

heretics who were attempting to promote their own selfish agenda. 

So what was Paul’s advice to the Church? How should they proceed with this cult and its false 

teachers in their midst?  How would it be possible for that Colossian Congregation to let God’s 

glory shine? St. Paul gave this plea: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom”. 

“Richly” means “abundantly”. Let the word or the instruction of Christ fill your life abundantly 

and completely. 

But what does it mean to be filled with the word of Christ? Well, St. Paul gives a description – a 

word picture. I invite you to look at it with me, beginning at the bottom of page 129: 

“Put on,” he says “as the elect of God, holy and beloved, mercy and compassion, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering (patience), forbearing (exercising 

patience/restraint) one another, and forgiving one another…And above all these things put on 

charity…And let the peace of God rule in your hearts…and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” 

Paul’s advice to the Colossian Christians is that actions speak louder than words. Letting the 

word of Christ dwell in us is to make His Way our pattern and standard. It is about allowing 

God’s Word to influence and change our thoughts and our behaviours. Instead of taking our 

lead from the world, we seek the heart and mind of Jesus…. In the end, there should be 

evidence that the word of Christ dwells in us. And that’s Paul’s point in naming specific 

characteristics which are the fruit of the Holy Spirit. It will be through mercy and compassion, 

kindness, humbleness and meekness, patience, forgiveness, thanksgiving and love that the 

glory of the Holy Trinity will shine through us. 

A final thought: as modern people, we are bombarded with words. Some researchers suggest 

that the average person hears 20,000 to 30,000 words each day. And then there are the words 

we read, and the words we speak. And as though all of that is not enough, social media sites 

bring yet another dimension. We are baited and egged on to engage in meaningless 

conversations – conversations and debates that actually lead us away from the word of Christ, 

and the glory of God. 

At our baptism, we were set apart to be different. God adopted us as His own children not for 

arguing and bickering, but for holiness. He has come to dwell in us by His Holy Spirit so that 

each one of us – and all of us together – may be instruments of His grace and truth, and 



channels of His glory. There will always be tares mixed in with the wheat – separating them is 

not our concern. The Lord of the Harvest will take care of that when He returns on the last Day. 

Our calling  now is to let His light shine so that others may see Him in us and glorify our Father 

Who is in Heaven. 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost… 


