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This year in campus ministry has been yet another strange one. Students began again to worship and 
gather for fellowship in person. Like many organizations, it has been a slow start. We have several new 
students, but not as many as other years. There are a couple of other campus ministries in town who are 
flashier than we are, and they have a greater visibility than we have. The biggest way that churches can 
help support Lutheran Campus Ministry at ANY university is to refer students to us through the LuMin web 
portal. Anyone can make referrals: youth ministers, pastors, parents, grandparents, women’s groups. 
When campus pastors know what students are attending their universities, we are able to reach out 
personally to them before they even move into their dorm rooms! I have been known to also take a trip to 
visit new students in their hometown the summer prior to the school year. I’m not able to do that, though, if 
I don’t have their names and info. The link to the LuMin referral page is at the bottom of this report as well 
as a QR code that will take you directly to the page. 
 
Regardless the numbers of students attending, we have had some pretty awesome and meaningful 
gatherings. We continue to worship on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. where students lead much of the 
service. We have begun a new ministry we call OASIS @ULC. We meet on Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. 
for free pizza and a Bible Study. At 7 p.m. we have a candlelight worship, generally Holden Evening 
Prayer. Students can meet afterward for games, discussion, and studying. 
 
We had imposition of ashes outside the building on Ash Wednesday. Students were encouraged to walk 
up and receive ashes and a blessing. There were six students who attend other campus ministries but 
stated that their churches didn’t offer Ash Wednesday blessings and so wondered if it was okay for them 
to receive them from us. Of course! That is what campus ministry is all about! No membership necessary. 
Grace abounds!  
 
In closing, I’d like to share a paragraph from one of our students: 
 

My name is Kaitlin, and I am a senior in chemical engineering from Manhattan 
Kansas.  University Lutheran Center has really been a home away from home for 
me.  Campus ministry has given me a connection to my community beyond the university and 
has allowed me to build a very personal and intimate connection to my spirituality.  As a 
student, it is easy to go through studies without feeling connected to the university town 
itself.  University Lutheran Center has been a place to connect with people from all walks of 
life.  In addition to feeling more connected with the Ames community, this environment away 
from studies has allowed me to shed my roles as a student and feel a greater connection to 
my personal and spiritual identities.  Opportunities to take leadership roles within and beyond 
worship services have allowed me to grow within the church and take a more active role in my 
spiritual journey. Above all, I have felt great love and acceptance from this place.  Campus 
ministry takes the words "the greatest of these is love" to heart and goes out of its way to 
make sure everyone feels welcome and accepted.  

 
Thank you for all your support through financial gifts and prayers. Together we provide an affirming place for 
young people. 
 
--Jen Andreas, Campus Pastor, Lutheran Campus Ministry at Iowa State University  
ulcames.com  
pastor.lcm.isu@gmail.com 
 
 
To Refer a student: 
https://www.luminelca.org/refer-a-student 


