
Newsletter - 3rd April 2022 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively send 
an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. We would love to 
meet you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents 
with infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service 
for high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and 
we have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

2 KINGS 24 

JUDAH’S KING ZEDEKIAH 
 

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. 19 Zedekiah did what was 
evil in the Lord’s sight just as Jehoiakim had done. 20 Because of the Lord’s anger, it came to the point in 
Jerusalem and Judah that he finally banished them from his presence. Then Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 
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2 KINGS  25 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S SIEGE OF JERUSALEM 
 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon advanced against Jerusalem with his entire army. They laid siege to the city and built a siege wall 
against it all around. 2 The city was under siege until King Zedekiah’s eleventh year. 
 
3 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that the common people had 
no food. 4 Then the city was broken into, and all the warriors fled at night by way of the city gate between 
the two walls near the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans surrounded the city. As the king made 
his way along the route to the Arabah, 5 the Chaldean army pursued him and overtook him in the plains 
of Jericho. Zedekiah’s entire army left him and scattered. 6 The Chaldeans seized the king and brought him 
up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered Zedekiah’s sons 
before his eyes. Finally, the king of Babylon blinded Zedekiah, bound him in bronze chains, and took him 
to Babylon. 
 
JERUSALEM DESTROYED 
8 On the seventh day of the fifth month — which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon — Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guards, a servant of the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 9 
He burned the Lord’s temple, the king’s palace, and all the houses of Jerusalem; he burned down all the 
great houses. 10 The whole Chaldean army with the captain of the guards tore down the walls 
surrounding Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guards, deported the rest of the people who 
remained in the city, the deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the 
population. 12 But the captain of the guards left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and 
farmers. 
 
13 Now the Chaldeans broke into pieces the bronze pillars of the Lord’s temple, the water carts, and the 
bronze basin, which were in the Lord’s temple, and carried the bronze to Babylon. 14 They also took the 
pots, shovels, wick trimmers, dishes, and all the bronze articles used in the priests’ service. 15 The captain 
of the guards took away the firepans and sprinkling basins — whatever was gold or silver. 
 
16 As for the two pillars, the one basin, and the water carts that Solomon had made for the Lord’s temple, 
the weight of the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 17 One pillar was twenty-seven feet 
tall and had a bronze capital on top of it. The capital, encircled by a grating and pomegranates of bronze, 
stood five feet high. The second pillar was the same, with its own grating. 
 
18 The captain of the guards also took away Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest of the second 
rank, and the three doorkeepers. 19 From the city he took a court official who had been appointed over 
the warriors; five trusted royal aides found in the city; the secretary of the commander of the army, who 
enlisted the people of the land for military duty; and sixty men from the common people who were found 
within the city. 20 Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guards, took them and brought them to the king of 
Babylon at Riblah. 21 The king of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah 
went into exile from its land. 
 
GEDALIAH MADE GOVERNOR 
22 King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, over the rest of 
the people he left in the land of Judah. 23 When all the commanders of the armies — they and their men 
— heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. The 
commanders included Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth the 



SERMON NOTES 

Netophathite, and Jaazaniah son of the Maacathite — they and their men. 24 Gedaliah swore an oath to 
them and their men, assuring them, “Don’t be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Live in the land and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well for you.” 
 
25 In the seventh month, however, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family, came 
with ten men and struck down Gedaliah, and he died. Also, they killed the Judeans and the Chaldeans who 
were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, from the youngest to the oldest, and the commanders of 
the army, left and went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 
 
JEHOIACHIN PARDONED 
27 On the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month of the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Judah’s King 
Jehoiachin, in the year Evil-merodach became king of Babylon, he pardoned King Jehoiachin of Judah and 
released him from prison. 28 He spoke kindly to him and set his throne over the thrones of the kings who 
were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes, and he dined regularly in the 
presence of the king of Babylon for the rest of his life. 30 As for his allowance, a regular allowance was given 
to him by the king, a portion for each day, for the rest of his life. -- 2 Kings 24:15-25:30 (CSB) 



WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Friday 1 April 
 

7.30—9.30 pm   Youth and Parents Group 
 
 

Sunday 3 April 
 

10:00 am  Worship Service (Online and in person)  
11.30am —1 pm  AGM (In the church) 

 
4.00 pm   Zoom for Youth (Online) 

 
 

Thursday 7 April 
 

7.30 pm   Prayer Meeting (In the church) 

 

1) Why did Israel and Judah finally get destroyed and carried off into exile? 
2) Why is it difficult for many people to accept that God would bring such affliction on His 

people? 
3) Why does Jesus’ own death answer the difficulties of the question above? 
4) Can sadness and mourning lead people to repentance? How? 
5) What do you think the people of God longed for during this time? 
6) What are some other biblical stories that sound similar to Jehoiachin’s restoration? 
7) How might Jehoiachin’s restoration have given hope to the people of God? 
8) How does Jesus’ resurrection give hope to the people of God today? 
9) Do you ever doubt that God will fulfil His promises? 
10) In what ways have you seen God’s faithfulness to His people? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



GIVING 

In our church we have two offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this       
congregation.   The second offering goes toward various Christian causes. If you would like to support 

this work you can do so in a few different ways: 

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 
If using bank transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356. 

If the offering is for the first collection please add your name and SUN 1 in the description line and if the 
offering is for the second collection add SUN 2 

Any additional gifts for the Deacons are always appreciated and will go towards supporting people with-
in and outside of our congregation.                                                                                                                        

For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give 

2ND OFFERING—27/3/22— MAMA GIFT ACCOUNT 

Joy van Veen 1-Apr 

Harry Berends 4-Apr 

Anush Barnabas 7-Apr 

Lynette Pretorius 14-Apr 

Gerry Herft 17-Apr 

Lydia Oppermann 17-Apr 

Gina Herft 21-Apr 

Bram Vanderjagt 21-Apr 

Lourens Geldenhuys 22-Apr 

This is a special fund for needy congregations only. Our denomination uses these funds to offer 

one off “gifts” to needy congregations. This is almost always a denominational donation to help 

fund church buildings or resources, and does not need to  be paid back by the receiving congre-

gation (as opposed to MAMA loans).  

https://wpcrc.org.au/give


In 2004, when the film ‘The Passion of the Christ’ was first presented in Australia, a non-native 

speaker of English asked me to clarify the meaning of the word ‘passion.’ My first response was 

to tell him that ‘passion’ means ‘suffering’. But on further reflection I realised that it can also 

mean ‘extreme desire’ or ‘all-consuming interest’ and that this is, in fact, its more common 

meaning. And while, when we reflect on our Lord’s passion, the awareness of his suffering may 

come most naturally to the fore, we would do well to take note of that more common meaning 

also. For it was Christ’s passion to do his Father’s will – and so to save us from our sins and the 

punishment we rightfully deserved – which was both a consuming presence throughout all of 

his earthly life and what ultimately led to the final physical, mental and spiritual passion which 

we especially remember this Lenten season.  

 “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent 

me.  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given 

me, but raise them up at the last day.” – John 6:38,39. 

HB 

THE WORSHIP TEAM are looking for Singers and Instrumentalists to contribute to wor-

ship 

If this is something you feel you would like to become involved in, please give Mia or Hennie  van Wyk 
a call to discuss to see how you can become involved.   Phone:  Hennie 0420204538 

To help encourage our congregation to participate in our wonderful Music Ministry, we are opening 
the first Thursday of every month's practice session at 7.30pm to any member who would like to 
come and "jam" with our regular musicians/singers. So please come along if you want to try  some of 
our percussion instruments or, bring your own, we would even encourage you to have a go at singing 
if you like. Who knows you may even discover that you have a hidden talent.  



 

 

 

Our Church Camp has been booked for the weekend of September 9th – 11th 2022. 

You can check it out by going to the following website.   https://www.araluencamp.com.au/ 

 

As a church council we want to stress how important we think this church camp will be for building 
relationships within our church community - so you really don’t want to miss out on this opportunity! 

As a family united by Our Lord we need each other. 

The campsite has a range of different accommodation options available, some with double beds, 
some with bunk beds. We will allocate families to the rooms as best we can to make sure everyone 
is comfortable. All the food will be provided by the campsite which leaves us free to enjoy each oth-
er's company. 

The camp has a games room, beach volleyball court, a playground with trampoline for the little 
ones, sports oval and more. There will be relationship building activities places to have a catch-up 
coffee and we will also be having all our meals together.  

We want to make it as affordable for everyone as we can, and so we will be subsidising part of the 
camp cost.  

What do we need? 

1. Please come - This is about us being together as a Church family,  

2. Volunteers. - To help with planning. This will probably take 2 hours each month with a few hours 
extra here and there as needed. 

3: Sponsorship - Please pray about this, and if you feel God is calling you to contribute financially to 
the camp you can do so in one of two ways:  

Via the special fundraiser button on our website. Simply go to https://wpcrc.org.au/give and click 
on the “Give to Camp Fundraiser”. Enter your amount and details and you are all done.  

1. Make a bank transfer to the church bank account and put “Camp” as the reference. The bank de-
tails are as follows: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356. 

As always, if you have any questions, please let me know either on 0423 889 913 or 
via pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

Blessings 

Chris P 

https://www.araluencamp.com.au/
https://wpcrc.org.au/give
mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au




PRAYER POINTS 

Prayer is of transcendent importance. Prayer is the mightiest agent to advance God's work. Praying hearts 
and hands only can do God's work. Prayer succeeds when all else fails.   - E.M. Bounds 

As we go into the coming week let us daily pray that we will display the wisdom from above even when things 
get difficult and we feel least likely to display them. 

 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without favoritism and hypocrisy. (James 3:17 HCSB) 

 Give praise and thanks to God for demonstrating wisdom from above for us in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please continue to pray for Suzanne Nel as she can’t grasp the need for her to stay in the care facility, pray that 
the Lord will give her peace and that he will be with Phillip as this is a traumatic situation for him and his family. 

Please pray for our elderly who are unwell or too frail to join us in person for the services, Ina de Graaf, Eveline 
van Dortland, Maria and Henk Knol, Johann and Hanna van der Walt among others. 

Please pray for the AGM to be held this coming Sunday, pray that there will be harmony amongst us. 

Please pray for our music ministry, pray for all those involved that they may know God’s blessing as they work 
in preparing and in leading us in song. 

Please continue to pray for those affected by the ongoing floods in southern Queensland and the New South 
Wales coastal areas. 

Please continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine, pray that the Lord will be the strength of the people and 
that he will bring about an end to the atrocities committed by Russia. 

Please pray for all those persecuted for their faith throughout the world, many of our brothers and sisters face 
the reality of having to choose between following Jesus and the trauma of persecution and denying him to live a 
life of peace. 

Please pray for God’s people in Myanmar. At least 14 parishes in the Burmese state of Kayah have been aban-
doned by priests fearing persecution by the military leadership currently controlling Myanmar. According to 
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), many priests and members of religious orders have accompa-
nied their people “taking refuge in the jungle or in remote villages” while other remain “in almost deserted vil-
lages”. Among those states most affected by the conflict are Chin, Kayah and Karen, all of which have significant 
Christian populations. On Christmas Eve, in Mo So village, Kayah state, over 35 innocent civilians were killed, 
burned and maimed. According to Dr Thomas Heine-Geldern, international executive president of ACN, Loikaw, 
the capital of Kayah state, has been one of the main targets for army attacks over the past few weeks. He said: 
“Among the thousands of refugees from the surrounding areas, there were also 300 internally displaced people 
who have taken refuge in the cathedral compound. Most of these are elderly, women, disabled and children 
who had nowhere to go, or means to escape.” “It has been a year of terror and suffering, which has disrupted 
the course of this Asian country. The response of the military leadership to the massive demonstrations against 
its abuse of power has been ruthless and brutal.” 1st February 2022 marked exactly one year since the military 
seized power after detaining the elected civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and other lead-
ers of the National League for Democracy (NLD), who the Burmese army claim won electoral victory by fraud. 

Source: Christian Post 

 PRAYER MEETING 

This Thursday the 7th of April  at 7.30pm at the church. All welcome! 





This Sunday morning, after the service, we will hold our Annual General Meeting. 

Church members will have received the meeting’s agenda and the  various ministry reports, as 

well as the budget and the minutes of the previous AGM which were emailed on March 20. 

You are encouraged to read these beforehand, as it has been our practice over the past few 

years not to present them verbally at the meeting. We encourage you bring any questions you 

may have to the meeting and we will answer them there.  

A copy of the agenda is also presented below. 



The following was published in a newsletter from February 2007. 



Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Adri Bennie 

physio.pretorius@gmail.com 
0425 727 949 

 
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Neil Bester 
neil_bester@yahoo.com 

0429 569 149  
and Martin Van der Merwe 

martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com 
0458 908 148  

 
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
 

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

                                                      GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
 

Monday Nights (online) 
Contact Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 

  
  

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069  808 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 

mailto:physio.pretorius@gmail.com
mailto:neil_bester@yahoo.com
mailto:martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=a479ed3f-fcad-47e1-b398-d428fc1e9f31
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

 

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Sarah Pretorius 

0409 221 277  

 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Dale Reed 

0412 216 300  

 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Position vacant 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  

 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Growth Groups 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  

 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

