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Service Schedule 
Sunday 

08:00 am Said Eucharist 
(Recommencing May 8) 

10:00 am Eucharist 
Sunday On line: 

1:00 pm Sunday Service 
7:00 pm Evening Service 

Thursday 
2:00 pm Said Eucharist 

Check the website for further 
information regarding these 

services 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 

April 21st, 2019.  That was the last time we were able to 
celebrate Easter in our church building.  It is with great joy 
that we look forward, barring some major catastrophe, to 
being able to be in St. Luke’s on April 17th.  Living in the 
northern hemisphere, we are able to tie Christmas to light 
coming back in to the world and Easter with hope and 
rebirth.  As we, at this point anyway, seem to coming in to 
spring we all feel the lightening of our spirits.  Even with the 
ever-present threat of Covid, especially with the subvariant of 
Omicron, we can feel some hope.  
Unfortunately, this is not the case in many parts of the world.  
There are many war-torn areas, not just Ukraine, and many 
refugees who will not be able to celebrate, and probably feel 
they have no reason to celebrate.  We must continue to 
remember those people in our prayers. 
Gracious God, we pray for all persons suffering from war. 
May they be held in your loving care and protection and 
given the strength to endure great suffering and hardship. 
Transform the hearts and minds of all those who perpetuate 
violence and oppression. Grant wisdom to world leaders in 
advancing efforts toward world peace; may they not be 
compromised by self-interest and blind indifference. We ask 
all this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  
(Adapted from the Catholic Health Association of the United States) 

       
       Submit items for the May Newsletter by April 27th 

mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 

if you change contact information, eg. address, phone number or email   
address, make sure that you notify the office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 SCHEDULE: (May be subject to change-watch the Website and emails) 
 
Sunday Worship:  8:00 am Eucharist (Recommencing May 8th)                                                                                                  

                   10:00 am Eucharist 
                     1:00 pm and 7:00 pm (on line)  

Midweek Worship:  Thursday 2:00 pm  
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study: 10:00 am:  See the website under ‘Events’ for 
further information. 
 

Holy Week and Easter 
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm:                Church of the Good Shepherd;                                                
                                                                  Preacher: The Rev. Chris Roth 
Good Friday, 11:00 am:                       St. Luke’s;  
                                                                  Preacher: The Rev. John Lentz 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, 8:00 pm:   St. Leonard’s on the Hill;  
                           Preacher: The Ven. Noel Wygiera 
Easter Sunday,  10:00am:          St. Luke’s 

 
Information regarding in person worship: 
With the changes in the Provincial guidelines, all restrictions are now lifted for places of 
worship.  Please note: If you are uncomfortable meeting in person, the on line services 
are still available.  If you are uncomfortable with the ‘coffee hour’ do not feel that you 
need to attend.  If you prefer to continue to wear a mask in church, that is also fine. 
If you wish to attend one of the on line services and do not receive an email invitation, 
contact vicar@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
Forward Day by Day: 
The May, June, July edition of Forward Day by Day is now available at the back of the 
church.  The suggested donation is $2.00.  If you need one delivered, please contact 
the office at office@oldchurchrd.com 



 

3 

Noel’s Reflection: 
 
Lent / Easter 2022 
 
I remember listening to someone tell a story about a visitor from central Africa. The visit 
took place in the early winter. The weather was cool and the landscape was colourless 
and dull. The trees had dropped their leaves weeks before and now stood like lifeless 
skeletons against the backdrop of grey November clouds. This was the visitor’s first 
time away from his homeland where green, verdant landscapes were the norm all year 
long. He was stunned when he saw the lifeless winter scenes around him and he asked 
his host what had happened to kill all the trees. The host tried his best to explain to him 
about how our trees were not dead but dormant, and how they drop their leaves in the 
Fall and then come back to life in the Spring, but the visitor could not conceive how this 
could be possible. I suppose the only way he could really start to understand would be 
experience Spring for himself. I do not know if he ever got the chance.  
I often think of this story as Easter approaches as it helps me to appreciate how 
confusing and troubling things would have been for those who followed Jesus. They 
would have heard him speak about what must happen to him, but they could not 
understand how death could possibly lead to life. They had no experience of their own 
to compare with. Their experience was that they lived under the shadow of death and 
death was final. The resurrection of Jesus would have been as foreign of a concept to 
them as Springtime was to the visitor from Africa.  
We are fortunate in that our experience teaches us that Springtime always follows the 
little death of Winter. We look forward to this rebirth and new life because we know it will 
happen. We can also live in the hope of the resurrection because we know that Jesus 
has already accomplished it and invites us into the new life that is possible because of 
it. Resurrection is timeless in that our experience of it is past, present, and future. We 
live in hope because we live in Jesus who has gone this way before. 
At this unique point in history, our resurrection experience in Jesus allows us to live in 
hope that life will be restored to us after the pandemic. Death and rebirth are not foreign 
ideas to those of us who follow Jesus. While it may feel like we experienced some kind 
of death over the past two years, our experience of resurrection in Jesus reminds us 
that God has been at work in it and we can expect rebirth. I look forward to experiencing 
what we will be when we are reborn after the little death of the pandemic. 
This Easter Sunday will be our first Easter celebration in the church since 2019. I invite 
you to come celebrate the Resurrection with us so that we can experience the new life 
that comes through Jesus together.  
Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you created 
humanity anew. May the power of his victorious cross transform those who turn in faith 
to him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Noel+ 
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Finances:                                                                                                                        
Heat the Church--updated:                                                                                             
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  So far in 2022 we have had 50 days covered.  Thank you to 
all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, donations in February were only a bit above January. We realize that 
everyone has been paying more for utilities and that inflation in general is up.  
Unfortunately, these factors also affect the church building. The gas bill for the church 
payable in March is close to $1300.  Have you considered being set up for your 
donations to be made by automatic Monthly Bank Withdrawals, similar to what many of 
us do for payment of our telephone, and utility bills? If you are in a position to do so, 
please give some thought to this method of giving as it would provide St. Luke’s with a 
more consistent and predictable monthly income to offset our expenses. If you are 
interested in changing to pre-authorized giving, please contact Barb at the church office 
and she will provide you with the necessary form. We are also continuing to pick up 
weekly from our mailbox at the church and a number of parishioners are making 
donations via Interac e transfer. If you would like to use this method, you can do so by 
using your online banking; please enter offerings@oldchurchrd.com as the recipient 
email address. If you are usually an envelope user, you can enter your envelope 
number in the comments section.  

Once again, however, we give thanks for all who, in whatever way possible, 
contribute to the help cover the expenses of keeping the church building and all 
its programmes meet expenses.  Just because we have not been worshipping in our 
church building, does not mean that expenses are necessarily lower. 

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications:                                                                 
We will have flowers in the church again starting on Easter Sunday, April 17th. 
There is a ‘Flower Calendar’ up at the back of the church where you can sign up for 
donations for flowers. The suggested donation is $50.00. These donations can be 
accompanied by a specific dedication if you wish.  Arrangements can be made by 
contacting the church office at office@oldchurchrd.com. 
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Apart from flower donations you can remember people and events as a Special 
Dedication on any particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. If you wish to make a donation, 
either for flowers or as a special dedication, e-transfers can be sent to 
offerings@oldchurchrd.com. If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office 
at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the message section your 
dedication, the date you would like it to appear and if it is a Special Dedication, apart 
from a flower donation, the fund to which you would like the money designated. Special 
Dedications, for flowers or otherwise will appear in the announcements on the 
designated Sunday. 

Around the Parish:                                                                                                     
Servers: We are in need of more volunteers to be Servers.  If you are interested, 
contact mthain@telusplanet.net.  Training is provided!                                                              
Choir:  We would like to have a full choir for Easter Sunday.  We will just be singing 
hymns and it would be nice to have a good-sized choir to lead the singing.  This would 
not be a commitment to join the choir on an ongoing basis—although we would be 
happy to have you!  If interested, contact joanwilliams474@gmail.com.   
                                                                                                                            
Special Poppy Project: The Poppy Project is now underway.  For information and the 
patterns go to www.oldchurchrd.com/news/poppy-project.  There are samples on the 
wall in the hall.                                                                                                                              
If you have any questions, please contact the coordinators:                                    
Sandra Ballum  403-346-3045 or grandma-al@live.ca or                                           
Debb Mann 403-350-4798 

Goodbye: 
On March 13th we said goodbye to Daniel and Wanita Jerusalimiec as they prepared to 
leave for Ottawa to live closer to their son, daughter in law and perhaps most 
importantly, their granddaughter!  It was nice that we were able to be back in the church 
for our service and it was the first Sunday that we had a ‘coffee time’ after the service. 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around the church: 
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Ukraine Relief: 
Help for the Ukraine: During the pandemic we mainly lived a secluded life with 
thoughts of our immediate family and friends’ safety.  Now a huge conflict affecting 
millions of people becomes our focus. Images of the desperate situation in the Ukraine 
erase other thoughts from our minds.  As your PWRDF representative, I will collect 
monetary donations to be sent to PWRDF to help reduce the suffering. Whatever you 
feel comfortable of donating is of value. If you wish to receive a tax receipt from 
PWRDF, please write your name and address on an envelope provided and place your 
cheque or money inside. Then put the donation inside the box. If you do not require a 
tax receipt, please just slip your donation in the box. Thank you. Let us all lift up in 
prayer the civilians and soldiers caught up in this horrendous situation.  Brenda Dowell  
St. Luke's can also do a small part to alleviate the suffering in the Ukraine by 
donations of medical supplies to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Red 
Deer.  The following items will eventually reach the war-torn country. Items that 
will help: 
1) Medicines needed in both adult and children’s doses such as Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 
aspirin, fast dissolved Immodium, Gravol. Benadryl, Ginger Gravol 
2) Medical supplies in large sizes including large gauze, large absorbent pads, non-
adhesive medical tape, large size battlefield style dressings, large medical gel pads, 
Polysporin, tourniquets 
3) Duct tape in any colour except red 
A "Help for Ukraine" box will be in the church. Please put donations in 
the box.  Brenda Dowell will deliver this to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Church, then it 
will be trucked to Edmonton. The only cost is $2 per kilogram when it is 
transported to Toronto but from there to Poland and finally western Ukraine there 
are no transportation costs. 
 
Around the church: 
I have been asked to find out something about the bell that is in our bell tower.  I am still 
working on this.  There is a notice in the paper of the time about the special service 
when the new addition to the church, including the bell tower, was dedicated on 
November 27th, 1906, but nothing about the bell itself.   
I did, however, while going through the newspapers of that time period, find something 
that I had looked for before and not found.  It is about the pulpit in the church.  This 
appeared in the Red Deer News on April 17th, 1906.   
 

 
It is interesting that Easter was on April     
15th that year.  Easter this year is April 
17th, so on Easter Day our pulpit will 
have been in use for almost exactly 116 
years.  
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 

 

 
 
 


