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1:1 - Introduction 

 
In the book of Malachi, the title “Lord of hosts” (Jehovah Tsaba) is used 24x in the four chapters. 
And with 55 total verses in Malachi, that means almost half the verses refer to God as the Lord of 
Hosts. Tsava in the Hebrew comes from a verb meaning “to war.” So as a title of God, the Lord of 
Hosts is simply, the Lord of the Army, the General of the Angelic Army, or in modern terms, the 
God of War. There is no doubt that God wants all who reads this book to realize the power that is 
behind it. 
 
The word burden, in the Hebrew maśśā' / ַמָּׂשא (mah-sah), reveals that what was about to come 
would be a heavy message, a weighty message of judgment to the audience. Considered the father 
of modern Hebrew Lexicography, noted Hebrew scholar Heinrich Genesius, points out that this 
also can indicate “something specifically uttered by God.” Regardless of whether or not this was 
divine communication, or a message through a prophet, the message was truth.  
 
The audience of this message was Israel. Properly understanding the audience is always critical 
to proper interpretation and application of Scripture. There are three possibilities as to who this 
Israel is in reference to. I will first deal with the two inaccurate views, saving the correct 
understanding as last.  
 
First, Israel could mean the person Jacob, the son of Isaac. In Genesis 32:28, after Jacob is 
wrestling with the Angel of the Lord, because of his perseverance, faith, and the sovereignty of 
God, his name was changed to Israel. Sometimes in Scripture Israel is in reference to Jacob himself 
(Genesis 35:10; Exodus 6:14; Numbers 1:20; Judges 18:29). However, that doesn’t appear to be 
the case here in Malachi for one main reason. Jacob has been deceased for over a thousand years. 
So, addressing this message to a deceased individual, using the Socratic Dialectic method of 
communication, would be absurd. 
 
The second possibility is that Israel is in reference to the Northern Kingdom. During the Divided 
Kingdom period, the nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms (1 Kings 12:19). The southern 
part consisted of two Jewish tribes (Judah & Benjamin) while the northern was made up of the 
remaining ten. During this period of Israeli history, the Southern Kingdom was commonly 
referenced as Judah while the Northern Kingdom was referenced as Israel. Jerusalem was the 
capital of the former, while Samaria was the capital of the latter. During this period, it would be 
appropriate to understand Israel as the Northern Kingdom, made up of the ten Jewish tribes. That 
is, only until a certain point in Israeli history.  
 
Which brings us to the accurate understanding of Israel in the book of Malachi. A couple hundred 
years after the splitting of Israel, around 722 BC, the king of Assyria, Shalmaneser, besieged 
Samaria for three years and eventually captured all of the ten tribes of Israel in the Northern 
Kingdom. Nowhere in Scripture do we read of the Jewish people of the Northern Kingdom being 
freed from captivity by Assyria. Due to this fact, mystery surrounds the location of these remaining 
ten tribes and legends are told of them being missing. Is there any credibility to these Lost Tribes 
of Israel legends? Regardless of all the myths surrounding the legend, these tribes are not lost. We 
know this for certain because Revelation 7:4-8 reveals that there will be 144,000 Jewish 
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evangelists from the twelve tribes of Israel; at least they aren’t lost to God. Even though all Jewish 
genealogical records were lost due to Roman General Titus’s destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, 
God will call back the remnant of Israel from each of the twelve tribes. 
 
If they aren’t lost, where are these ten tribes? There are a couple possibilities. These tribes may 
have assimilated into the Assyrian Kingdom, which was a common practice in that day. They 
married foreigners and lost their pure Jewish bloodline, mixing with Gentiles. This is where the 
term, Samaritans, comes from, and why there is so much animosity between the Jewish people and 
Samaritans, in Scripture. Another possibility as to the location of these ten tribes is that they may 
have fled to Judah during the Assyrian invasion and assimilated back into the Southern Kingdom. 
A third possibility is that they may have also fled other parts of the world after the fall of Persia. 
In the end however, God knows where all twelve tribes are, and certainly has a plan for each one 
in the future.  
 
After the fall of the Northern Kingdom to Assyria, and the Jewish release from Babylonian 
Captivity, the term Israel no longer applied to the Northern Kingdom, but simply all Jewish people. 
So, the correct understanding of the term Israel in the book of Malachi is this third view, that Israel 
is simply in reference to all the Jewish people in that day. Or more specifically the Jewish people 
in Jerusalem where Malachi is delivering this message.  
 
So, who is Malachi? In determining the author of this oracle, there are two major views. First is 
the view that Malachi, in Hebrew malaki / י  is simply a man whom God chose ,(mal-ah-hee) ַמְלָאִכֽ
to deliver His message. Unlike many other prophets in the Old Testament that God chose to deliver 
His word, Scripture records virtually nothing about this man. We know nothing about his family, 
heritage, location of upbringing or birth. The only thing we know is that his name means “My 
Messenger.” If remaining true to the giving of Hebrew names based upon the character of the 
individual, Malachi was chosen to be a messenger for God. Why do we know nothing about this 
man? Possibly for the reason DTS theologian, Dr. J Vernon McGee mentions, that the importance 
lies upon the message of God rather than the messenger.  
 
The second major view is that Malachi was an actual angel of God. Therefore, some people 
contend that Malachi is not a personal name but rather a title. With his name meaning “My 
Messenger”, the Septuagint uses the same Greek word for “angel” in this verse, angelos / ἄγγελος. 
Some argue that early church fathers adopted this view, that Malachi was an angel sent by God to 
deliver this final judgment to Israel. 
 
Which view is accurate? To begin with, Malachi 3:1 is a problem for those that postulate he was 
an angel sent by God, on the basis of the Septuagint. The reason for this is because the same 
Hebrew word malaki is used in Malachi 3:1a and 3:1b. Malachi 3:1a is talking about the messenger 
that God is going to send to prepare the way for the Messiah. We all know this to be John the 
Baptist. In Malachi 3:1b, the messenger of the covenant is understood to be the Messiah. In the 
Septuagint, malaki, in both places of Malachi 3:1, is translated as angelos as well. I believe that 
context and word usage within the same book should interpret the proper definition in a range of 
meanings. And in this case, since we know for certain that neither John the Baptist nor the Messiah 
was an angel, we should interpret Malachi in the same sense, a man. Malachi was a man God chose 
to use to deliver a message to the Jewish people. 
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Finally, when was this oracle given by Malachi? We know this prophecy is given after the Jewish 
people were freed from the Babylonian Captivity by God, through the hands of the Persian ruler 
Cyrus, as prophesied by Isaiah (Isaiah 44:28, 45:1). Also, we know the Temple had to have been 
rebuilt and in operation during the time of Malachi due to part of God’s message dealing with how 
the Jewish people are making sacrifices and how the priests serve in their duty (Malachi 2, 3). Dr. 
Arnold Fruchtenbaum points out that this Second Temple was built around 515 BC. So this time 
period was after 515 BC but before the conquest of Alexander the Great in 323 BC. Malachi, 
believed to be a contemporary of Nehemiah, seeing that both spoke about the same issues in 
Jerusalem, and knowing Nehemiah visited Jerusalem twice, in the mid 400 BC, the date is argued 
to be around 440 BC. 
 

1:2-5 - God’s Unconditional Love for Israel 
 
This first set of interchanges between the people of Israel and God reveals how forgetful mankind 
may be regarding God’s provision, protection, and prosperity for His people. Using the Dialectic 
Socratic Method of Communication, whereby a dialogue occurs between two groups in an attempt 
to discover the root cause for a belief or objection, and then through a series of questions and 
answers, seeks to validate, or invalidate those suppositions. Here is the beginning of this method 
of communication between God and the Jewish people, which spans numerous objections that the 
Jewish people raise to God; only to realize their contradiction and forgetfulness of God’s divine 
hand upon their nation and people group. 
 
God begins by telling Israel, I have loved you. Years ago, I had spent many hours in Scripture 
trying to find a verse that speaks to me from God saying, “I love you.” While I knew that actions 
speak louder than words, and the greatest act of love is one laying down their life for another (John 
15:13), I still wanted to find this in Scripture. And while I know that God’s love is spoken in the 
third person often, here in Malachi we get a glimpse of God revealing to mankind that He loves 
them in first-person. J. Vernon McGee points out that it isn’t until Deuteronomy, after the Exodus 
and while in the wilderness, that God tells anyone that He loves them. And in Deuteronomy it is 
being spoke of through Moses in third person. However, we see God’s first-person love in Isaiah 
(43:4), spoken of to Israel and the Jewish people. And we also see God’s love for us (1 John 4:19) 
and the world (John 3:16).  
 
God’s love towards Israel is the first objection raised by the Jewish people; they disbelieve God’s 
love for them, wherein hast thou loved us. Thanks to the human nature, and the cunning deception 
of the Adversary, mankind has an innate ability to forget what blessings were in the past, only to 
focus on the problems of the future. How can the Jewish people in Malachi’s day believe God 
doesn’t love them? If Malachi is contemporaneous to Nehemiah, then the Jewish people were only 
two generations after the freedom from Babylonian Captivity. No doubt they would’ve had this 
wonderful memory in their minds and have been told stories of release from the Babylonian 
kingdom by their ancestors. Not only that, but this is also a generation that saw the Second Temple 
built and back in operation again to perform Levitical sacrifices and offerings. So, how can the 
Jewish people believe God doesn’t love them after all this? 
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First, we understand through the writings of Nehemiah that there was opposition, ridicule, and 
persecution upon the Jewish people trying to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Led by Sanballat and 
Tobiah, of Ammon and Moab respectively, they led a charge to delay or diffuse the rebuilding. To 
the Jewish people, having this go on for the duration it did, they may have looked at this present 
circumstance and wonder, where is God and why is He allowing all this to happen to us?  
Did God give the Jewish people freedom to return home only to bring in the persecution from these 
antagonists? Their disbelief in God’s love could be because the free-will decision of Sanballat and 
Tobiah to lead a charge against the rebuilding efforts in Jerusalem. How many times have we 
questioned God’s love for us because of present situations that we find ourselves in? As if God 
promised us a life of constant ease. The New Testament regularly reveals being obedient to God 
(i.e. returning to rebuild the walls and Temple), will bring trials and tribulation by adversaries. 
This should not surprise us. However, mankind has short-term memory in that we gaze upon the 
future, focus on the present, and blink in the past. 
 
Another possible reason the Jewish people question God’s love is explained by Dr. Fruchtenbaum. 
He argues the reason is that the Jewish people mistakenly believed the Messianic Kingdom was to 
be established following the Babylonian Captivity. This is based on a couple Old Testament 
passages. Zechariah 8:1-8 speaks of a time that God will bring those that have been driven away 
from Jerusalem, from the east and the west, back to Jerusalem. It would be a time also that the 
Lord says He will dwell in Jerusalem, providing peace in the city. Haggai 2:21-23 speaks of a time 
when the Lord will “overthrow the throne of kingdoms...the strength of the kingdoms of the 
heathen,...and the chariots.”  
 
The Jewish people have seen God overthrow the Babylonian Kingdom and mistakenly assumed 
this was the beginning of the Messianic Kingdom Period. However, during the time of Malachi, 
seeing that there is no peace in the city of Jerusalem (antagonists Sanballat and Tobiah), and the 
fact that the Lord is not seen dwelling there, makes the Jewish people believe that God had not 
kept His promise of the Messianic Kingdom. Therefore, the Jewish people question God’s love of 
them, believing they were cast away along with the Kingdom promise. 
 
However, the Jewish people neglected to realize the necessary fulfillment of Isaiah 53, written a 
couple hundred years earlier) of the suffering Servant. As well as many other prophecies of the 
Messiah, such as His birth in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), His being sold for the price of a slave 
(Zechariah 11:12-13), His crucifixion & the parting of His garments (Psalm 22), and His being 
pierced (Zechariah 12:10); to name a few. 
 
Had God failed to keep His promise of the Messianic Kingdom? Had God failed to protect the 
Jewish people during the time of Malachi? Heaven’s no! God’s sovereign plan was continuing 
exactly as He has prophesied through the years. And he elaborates on this in chapter 3. 
 
Thus was the case with Israel. They forgot the previous prophecies written in the Scriptures and 
took their current situation and cherry-picked prophecies from prophets while either forgetting or 
neglecting to realize the other prophecies of the Messiah. They were newspaper theologians, 
attempting to force-fit current events into prophetic oracles while overlooking the systematic, 
sovereign plan of God. 
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God responds to Israel’s objection to His love for them by reminding them of His past faithfulness 
and history with the people. I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau. Probably one of the top ten 
misunderstood verses in Scripture, it necessitates a biblical and Jewish understanding. However, 
before unpacking this verse, ask yourself, what is it about me that makes God love me? If you’re 
anything like me, you’ve lied, cheated, stolen, hated...need I go on? You and I have regularly went 
left when God told us to go right. In our disobedience and sinfulness, God has much more reason 
to hate us, than to love us. So, what about us makes God love us? God loves you and I because He 
is love. God isn’t just loving, God doesn’t just love; God is the personification of love; He is love 
(1 John 4:8, 16).  Plus, never forget you were made in His image; your worth and value comes 
because God placed His mark on you...you are made in His image (Genesis 1:27). 
 
Recall that one of the understandings of the term Israel is the person of Jacob. And on the flip side 
is that Jacob is often times a reference to Israel as well. We know this to be the case as seen in the 
origins of this story of Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:23). These twins were symbolic of the nations 
that would follow through their lineage. Jacob is the child of whom the nation of Israel would 
come through, while the nation of Edom would come through the lineage of Esau. It wasn’t that 
God hated the person of Esau and loved the person of Jacob, but rather that He loved the nation of 
Israel and hated the nation of Edom. But even the Western emotional idea of love and hate is 
foreign to the Jewish culture and the biblical context here. To love and hate in the context of this 
passage goes back to the symbolism and the lineage of the nations of Israel and Edom, in the fact 
of God’s choosing of Israel and not choosing of Esau (Genesis 27:29, 37). God had to build the 
nation through one of the two twins, and God chose to do so through Jacob, later renamed Israel 
rather than Esau. Why? That answer lies in the sovereignty of God. 
 
This concept is taught also in the New Testament when Jesus tells his disciples that unless one 
hates their father or mother, they are not worthy of Him (Matthew 10:37), or able to be His disciple 
(Luke 14:16). Jesus isn’t saying that one must emotionally, or relationally hate their parents, 
because that would violate the fifth commandment, “honour thy father and mother” (Exodus 
20:12). Fruchtenbaum points out that in a Jewish understanding, to hate and love often times meant 
to choose, or not to choose. Jesus is saying that a disciple must be willing to choose Him over 
anyone else. 
 
So, God, through Malachi, reminds Israel that He has chosen them to be His chosen people, and 
simply not chosen Esau (Edom). If that wasn’t enough for God to reveal His love for the Israelites, 
He goes even further to remind them of how the descendants of Esau treated the descendants of 
Jacob, and how He, Himself, provided for, and avenged Israel.  
 
To understand the wickedness of Edom, one needs only to turn to the book of Obadiah, which is a 
message of judgment to the Edomites due to their arrogance and treatment of the Jewish people. 
Once read through, one will understand why God calls Edom the border of wickedness, and the 
people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever. It’s not the people, per-se, that God 
hated, but rather the nation of Edom, and their actions of pride of independence, as seen by their 
comment that we will return and build the desolate places; the places that God laid to waste. 
 
While scholars debate the dating of Obadiah, many believe it was written during the time of 
Judah’s exile into Babylonian captivity, somewhere around 586 BC, the final deportation of Jewish 
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people to Babylon.  The text of Obadiah would seem to indicate this time period as well. Through 
Obadiah, God pronounces judgment upon the Edomites because of their “violence against thy 
brother Jacob” (Obadiah 10). In explaining, God reveals that during some period of Judah’s 
history, the Edomites’s attitude of Judah’s captivity is what led to their judgment. If this occurred 
during the Babylonian Captivity, which was prophesied by God through Habakkuk about 100 
years earlier (Habakkuk 1:5-6), then we can realize what the Edomites did. God reveals that Edom 
not only had an attitude of arrogance and pridefulness in their nation apart from God, but they also 
had a spiteful attitude towards Judah. This is seen by the fact they “rejoiced over the children of 
Judah in the day of their destruction...[and] spoken proudly in the day of distress” (Obadiah 12). 
Their vocal pleasure in Judah’s captivity led to their antagonistic actions in an opportune moment. 
Once the moment came, the Edomites broke into Jerusalem to ransack the city (Obadiah 13), they 
casted lots for the city (Obadiah 11), as well as assisted Babylon in capturing some of the Jewish 
people that tried fleeing (Obadiah 14). 
 
Because of these actions and attitudes of Edom (among other atrocities committed by the 
Edomites), God pronounced heavy judgment against them, as he did years before through Isaiah. 
Through Malachi, God reminds the Jewish people that He had laid [Edom’s] mountains and his 
heritage waste to be given to the beasts of the land. This is believed to have occurred during 
Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest westward, toward Jerusalem. And then, about 50-100 years prior to 
Malachi’s writing, it is said the Nabatean Arabs eventually took over Edom. God’s sovereign plan 
for Edom is so severe that during the Tribulation Period, it is believed that the land will of Edom 
will be a desolate land of sulfur and brimstone, inhabited by demons (Isaiah 34:6-17). 
Fruchtenbaum points out that the animals represent demons because in a sulfuric location with fire 
and brimstone, animals wouldn’t be able to survive. And at times, demons, or Satan, are 
symbolized by animals (Genesis 3:1; Matthew 13:4, 19; Revelation 18:2). 
 
Understanding the history between the Jewish people and the Edomites allows us to gain an 
understanding in God’s reply to Israel’s first objection. In answering back to God, doubting His 
love for them, He immediately reminds them of how the Jewish people were not only spared by 
the Edomites, but also how He intervened and avenged the Jewish people against Edom, destroying 
the land, bringing them into similar captivity that Judah was placed in. And reminded Israel of 
Edom’s future utter destruction and desolation that was to come in totality. This is how God loved 
Jacob and hated Esau. It was a call to remembrance of His covenantal faithfulness of protection 
for the remnant and the vengeance upon Israel’s enemies. This is God’s fulfilling of the Abrahamic 
Covenant that He will bless those that bless the Jewish people, and curse those who curse them 
(Genesis 12:3). 
 
No matter how sour Israel would be toward God. No matter how unfaithful Israel would be toward 
God. No matter how forgetful Israel would be of God. God has always kept His covenantal 
promises. The Abrahamic Covenant of the Messiah. The Davidic Covenant of the Messiah to sit 
upon the throne of David. As well as the Mosaic Covenant, promises of blessings for obedience, 
but also curses for disobedience. This Mosaic Covenant God reminds Israel of just a couple 
chapters later in Malachi. God’s love for Israel is not, was never, nor will ever be, based upon any 
conditions He places upon them. Rather, His unconditional love for Israel and the Jewish remnant 
is based upon His covenantal relationship with the Jewish people. 
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1:6-2:9 -The Priest’s Unfaithfulness to God’s Levitical Commands 
 
After God rebukes the Israelites due to their doubt of His love for them, He continues to reveal 
how His love is unconditional, even though the actions of the Jewish people would push anyone 
else away.  
 
A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine 
honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear?...O priests that despise my name. 
 
God is being quite direct with the priests of Israel now, pointing out that they are no longer treating 
Him as a loving Father, or even as the Master. Using an analogy that they would understand in 
their culture, a son not honoring his father, and a servant not honoring their master, would mean 
discipline, excommunication, rejection, or even death. However, in this is the unconditional 
faithfulness of God seen in that He has not forsaken the Jewish people nor stopped loving them. 
Also, as we’ll see, He has been faithful in doing what He said he would do to His people if they 
disobeyed, according to the Mosaic Covenant. In this, God rebukes them for despising His name. 
 
Despising God’s name is in effect despising God, Himself, treating the Person and character of 
God with a low esteem, not giving respect, seeing very little value or worth. Of course, the priests 
object to this second charge, by questioning wherein have we despised thy name? To this, God 
proceed to give clear examples on how their actions revealed their despise of God. The main 
emphasis God reveals on how the priests are despising Him in their offering polluted bread upon 
[the] altar. In doing so, their actions were saying the table of the LORD is contemptible. By 
offering junk sacrifices upon God’s altar, not only were the priests considering the altar and 
sacrificial process as worthless, but it exhibited their view that they deemed God as not be worthy 
or have proper honor.  
 
Realize that God’s message at this point is directed specifically to the priests of Israel, not the 
Jewish people as a whole. This rebuke was for the priests, in that they failed to uphold the standard 
that God had commanded, and in allowing unworthy sacrifices to be given, they made the process, 
the altar, and God Himself as unworthy to have anything but the leftovers or unwanted. The priests 
had accepted the blind...lame, and sick to be given to God. What were the priests to accept? 
According to the Levitical sacrificial system God established, all sacrifices had to meet certain 
criteria. They had to be ceremonially clean, usable for food, a domesticated animal, costly to the 
individual providing the sacrificial animal (based upon their economic status), there was to be no 
disease within, had to be a male, and between one week to three years old. As if God couldn’t be 
any clearer, He specifically says not to offer anything with blemishes, diseases, or is lame 
(Leviticus 22:24-25, Deuteronomy 15:21). God then rhetorically asks if the governors will be 
pleased or accept them if the priests offered the same offerings to them.  
 
Because the priests were not only accepting unfit sacrifices, but also offering them to God, God 
tells them to stop bringing and making offerings altogether; shut the doors...neither do ye kindle 
fire on mine altar for nought. There is no desire in those sacrifices, nor are they being accepted 
by God.  
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A couple reasons God rejects these sacrifices is because they are given in the practice of sin (the 
priests were not obeying the Law of Sacrifices), without a pure heart, and because He deserves the 
best, not the rest. Then God reveals something yet in the future, that He has a few times elsewhere 
in the Old Testament. He rebukes the priests that even though they are despising His name, that 
His name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto 
my name, and a pure offering. A few times elsewhere in the Old Testament, God reveals a future 
plan and union with the Gentile nations and people (Isaiah 59:19; 60:60:3, 5; 66:18-20). These 
Gentiles would honor God in a way that the Jewish people have failed to do so. Using a people 
group that the Jewish people despise; God reveals that even they would see the honor and reverence 
due to Him, pointing to a time during the Messianic Kingdom. 
 
Not only did the priests reveal their despising of God through defiled sacrifices, they also reveals 
their lack of worth of God by their inner attitude of considering the privilege of the priesthood as 
a weariness...[and having] snuffed at it. To snuff at something is akin to sticking your nose out 
to it, a non-verbal response showing disregard for someone, something, or some action. It’s like 
trying to make a toddler eat the rest of their food when they don’t want to. God had blessed the 
tribe of Levi to be the Old Testament pastors, to bring others to the LORD by shepherding them, 
teaching the ways and statutes of God, and to help them grow closer to God. And it was this 
ministry, they found tiresome, boring, and not worth the time; clearly seen by their offering of 
unworthy sacrifices. 
 
Was it the lack of knowledge that led to these priests to offer unworthy sacrifices to a worthy God? 
No. God reveals their heart led to their attitude, which led to their actions. Our actions and attitude 
are based upon the matters of our heart. Do we treasure God in our heart, in our soul and being? If 
not, our actions and attitudes will not follow.  
 

Proverbs 4:23-26 
23Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 24Put away from 
thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. 25Let thine eyes look right on, 
and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 26Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy 
ways be established. 

 
In Proverbs 4:23-26, God reminds us to guard our heart with diligence. What we look at, consider, 
do, will affect our heart and desecrate it.  That is why our focus must remain upon God, His word, 
and His sacrifice. 
 
If there was any question about God’s displeasure with the priest’s unreverent practices, it is 
demolished when God tells the priest’s cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his floack a male, 
and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the LORD a corrupt thing; for I am a great King...my name 
is dreadful among the heathen. This statement quite clearly reveals God’s disdain for their 
corrupt practices. Searching the Bible for the phrase “great king,” it is discovered the phrase is 
used 11 times. Six of those times it is in reference to a human king, such as the king of Assyria (2 
Kings 18:28) or the king of Israel (Ezra 5:11). Five times this phrase is used of others speaking 
about God being the great King (Psalm 95:3, Matthew 5:35). Only once is this phrase used by God 
about Himself; something to make note of. The spiritual leadership of Israel was so displeasing to 
God through hypocrisy, wearisome, and finding God unworthy of their service that He reminds 
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the nation that He is a great and powerful God, and that His name is to be feared. God is not a God 
to be trifled with, and yet that is exactly what the Israelites were doing, bringing in junk for Jesus 
while keeping the best for themselves. The people were doing it. The priests, who should’ve 
rejected it, were allowing it to happen. Every people group in Israel was in error. And God 
promises judgment upon those who were bringing such unholy sacrifices. 
 
Now turning His message directly to the priests, God warns them if ye will not hear, and if ye 
will not lay it to heart, He would bring curses upon them. This shouldn’t surprise them, or anyone 
in Israel for it was part of the Mosaic Covenant; blessings for obedience and curses for 
disobedience. However, God was granting them one final chance to repent. Should the priests not 
repent, and start giving God the honor He deserves, then God promised to corrupt your seed, and 
spread dung upon [their] faces. Let’s deal with the latter before the former because the latter gets 
the most attention from people who read this verse. What a graphic picture! To spread dung on the 
priests faces. It paints the picture of rubbing a dog’s nose into the pile of mess they made while 
you were out of the house. As if it is teaching them that making a mess on the floor is unacceptable.  
While this understanding is possible in Malachi, since feces is within the semantic range of 
meanings for the Hebrew word pereš (ֶּפֶרׁש), it is most likely in reference to the wasted parts of the 
animal sacrifices that the priests would have to get rid of by burning it outside the camp (Exodus 
29:14; Leviticus 4:11-12). The result of God metaphorically rubbing the priest’s nose in the dung, 
meant that one shall take you away with it. In other words, the priests whose responsibility it was 
to atone for people’s sins with their sacrifices, and to remain themselves ceremonially clean, would 
no longer be clean and thus be rendered unfit to serve. Not only Levitical duty, but also would be 
individually unclean and be required to follow the guidelines of becoming whole again (Leviticus 
22:3-6).  
 
The other curse God promises, is that of corrupting their seed. This could mean two things. First, 
it could mean corrupting their lineage, their inability to have children and procreate. The Hebrew 
for seed could be offspring, or it could mean sowing a seed as gardening. This first possibility 
seems implausible since the common usage of this Hebrew word gāʿar (ָּגַער), which in English is 
corrupt, means to rebuke or reprove. Also, there are at least three other Hebrew words God 
could’ve used to indicate a destruction or dissolving of lineage, none of which God chose to use. 
I personally believe that God meant that He would corrupt the seed of the harvest for two reasons. 
First, this was a promised curse based upon the Mosaic Covenant (Leviticus 26:19-20), that God 
would make the land unfruitful and not produce a harvest. Secondly, within the book of Malachi, 
God promises later that He would rebuke the devourer of the field, the same Hebrew word in 
Malachi 2:3, if the people return back to Him with their whole heart. 
 
Bringing up His covenant with Levi, God is rebuking the priests on how far they strayed from the 
privilege and purpose of the priesthood. With Levi, the law of truth was in his mouth, and 
iniquity was not found in his lips; he walked with [God] in peace and equity, and did turn 
many away from iniquity. Quite the opposite with these Levitical priests, they have strayed far 
from the requirements of priestly duty. There was no truth or righteousness in their mouths, 
iniquity was found in their mouth clearly from seeing their objections to God. The priests did not 
walk with God either in peace or righteousness; and they turned many unto iniquity, rather than 
the other way around, clearly seen by God’s rebuke of the people’s deceitful sacrifices and His 
cursing upon them (Malachi 1:14).  
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God clearly spells out again what the priest’s failed at doing, for the priest’s lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of God. The 
second of three times messenger, or angelos in the Greek is used in Malachi; again, pointing to the 
fact that Malachi is a human prophet rather than a celestial being since this word is used in this 
passage as the human priests. These priests were to be messengers of God, representatives and 
mouthpieces of what God’s word says and what is accepted and rejected. They should be seeking 
to fulfil the law, and should, at all times, seek to teach the knowledge of the law and God to the 
people. Explain why a sacrifice is rejected.  
Explain why God requires an unblemished, sacrificial sacrifice upon the altar. Yet, these priests 
did none of those things, clearly drawing a distinction between them and the original priests during 
the Exodus. 
 
And because of how far the priests wandered from their duty, obligation, service, and humility, 
God tells them He has made them contemptible and base before all the people. In other words, 
the same despising that they had towards God’s name (Malachi 1:6), is the same despising all 
would have towards the priests from that point forward. And why not? If judgment was coming 
upon the people because of unholy sacrifices; sacrifices which the priests should’ve rejected. The 
people wouldn’t be cursed if the priests served in their role with honor, integrity, and reverence to 
God. One could say the people’s judgment lies upon the spiritual leaders in the camp who 
neglected their duties.  
 
Recapping this passage, we have a picture of the the priests unfaithfulness to God’s Levitical 
commands. We see this through the lack of recognition of the holiness of God led to their view of 
their service being burdensome, tiring, and monotonous. This led to their disregard for the holy 
requirements for the sacrificial system that God had instituted, and allowed for dung to be offered 
unto God, as if He would accept it. In the end, God reveals that judgment is two-fold. Once upon 
the people who should know better than to offer the lame, sick, blind, and unholy sacrifices. And 
two, upon the priests due to their enabling these sacrifices to continue going without honoring 
God’s righteous standard. The priest’s actions spoke louder than their words, and it is the actions 
of the priests, and people, that reveal their heart towards a holy and righteous God.  
 
The LORD was simply waiting for one person to speak up or stand up against the religious leaders 
of their day (Malachi 1:10), and yet no one in the entirety of Israel was willing. 
 
If just one person stood up for the holiness of God, it could’ve prevented this judgment. And the 
spiritual leadership of Malachi’s day failed. 
 

2:10-16 - The People’s Unfaithfulness to God’s Ethics 
  
Back in Malachi 1:2, Israel had questioned the love of God for them. How funny this will seem to 
be after looking at this next passage, the people’s unfaithfulness to God’s ethics. With no examples 
to provide from the people, God decisively squelched their faulty view of the lack of God’s love 
for the Jewish people. And now God is flipped the script upon them. If there was anyone that 
should’ve fell out of love with the people of Israel, it would be God. However, thanks be to God 



Open Door Baptist Church | 1128 Oates Rd Prattville AL 36066 | www.odbaptist.com 

that His love is unconditional and His character is immutable! His promises remain in effect, 
regardless of the actions or inaction of those who call Him Savior (2 Timothy 2:11-13). 
 
Not only were the priests corrupt, finding their priestly duties as monotonous and futile, the people 
of Israel were corrupt in profaning the holiness of God. The same God who delivered them from 
captivity and restored their Temple, allowing for reconciliation back to Him, was being profaned 
as we’ll see. 
 
Have we not all one father? There is debate whether or not the father in question is Abraham or 
God. If Abraham, them the family would be considered the Semites that lived around the area. 
Descendants between Isaac and Ishmael would then be considered family to the Jewish people. 
However, hath not one God created us? seems to indicate the father in question is God Himself. 
Speaking to the Jewish people, and His election of them as the chosen people group, He is 
considered the Father of Israel. In this sense, the family, brother being spoken of are Jewish 
brethren. The Jewish people were dealing treacherously within their own family by profaning 
the covenant of our fathers. Fathers here would be in reference to the patriarchs of Israel: 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We see in Scripture that God made similar covenants of the promise 
of a seed with each one (Genesis 12:1-3; 26:2-5; 46:1-3). Again, as God did in speaking to the 
priests, He explains how Israel is dealing treacherously with one another in the rest of this passage. 
 
One thing to note, though God is a Father to the Jewish nation, and once an individual becomes in 
Christ, they too become adopted into the family of God, and considered a child of God, that doesn’t 
mean that there is no consequence for disobedience. Today, parents would rather befriend their 
children rather than discipline and raise their children. Time and time again, society reveals the 
problem this epidemic is causing in America. Disrespectful kids to elders, no lack of authority, 
and an entitlement mentality. Unproductive citizens are mainly developed from unproductive 
parenting. A lack of discipline prevents the necessary growth into adulthood and citizenship. 
Thankfully, God wants the best for us, so He will correct and adjust our behavior; not because He 
is a iron-rod God, but because He is a loving God and wants the best for us. If your child continues 
to try and run into on-coming traffic, you would be a failure as a parent if you didn’t discipline the 
child since it was a safety concern. This is the same with God, who wants the best for us as His 
image bearers (Hebrews 12:5-11). 
 
Five times in this passage, God reveals how Israel has dealt treacherously. In the Hebrew, bāḡaḏ 
 treacherously means to become unfaithful, or to betray a trust. And I believe the latter ,(ָּבַגד)
definition speaks very strongly about the actions of Israel. Their treacherous actions were 
considered an abomination...in Israel and in Jerusalem; in other words, their loathsome and 
detestable actions filled the entirety of Israel, even to the holiest part of the nation, the holy city of 
Jerusalem; in essence, God’s earthly home. And yet God remains faithful to not obliterate the 
people turning their back on Him. But rather, again, with the rod of reproof (Proverbs 29:15), seeks 
to restore their fellowship. 
 
God reveals two ways the Jewish people’s actions were abominable, or detestable to God. In this 
first section, God reveals Judah (the tribe) married the daughter of a strange god. And in doing 
so, the tribe of Judah profaned the holiness of the LORD. This rebuke of the tribe reveals that 
this profaning was throughout the land, and not only sequestered to one particular group. Israel 
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was forbidden to intermarry with Gentiles, not because of ethnic reasons, but because of 
spirituality reason. From the giving of the Mosaic Covenant (Deuteronomy 7:3-4) to the conquest 
of the Promised Land (Joshua 23:12-13). To the period of the Judges (Judges 3:6-7), and Ezra after 
the Babylonian Captivity (Ezra 9:2), and the current date of Nehemiah and Malachi (Nehemiah 
13:23, 27). It only takes a review of that historical period to reveal this intermarriage brought 
spiritual idolatry into the Israeli nation; not because of ethnic differences, but because the 
foreigners didn’t worship the one, true God. Throughout the generations God’s command not to 
intermarry with foreigners was regularly mentioned. So, the question remains...why or how did 
the Jewish people do it?  
 
There are a couple possibilities. First, it could have been a lack of reverence, which led to a lack 
of relationship, leading to a lack of devotion, into a result of disobedience. A slippery slope of 
sorts where they grew comfortable and believed since He was Father, that He would overlook 
many of their mistakes and wouldn’t hold them accountable. Losing the reverence of God led to 
faded the view of His worth and relationship. Once the people’s view of God faded, devotion 
would be next to go, allowing for the descent into disobedience. 
 
But another possibility is that when one person did it, no one stepped up to call it out. As mentioned 
in the last section (Malachi 1:10a), God had simply wanted one person to standup and put an end 
to the rebellion in the camp. And yet, no one did. It became an accepted norm within their society, 
and once something is accepted, the culture becomes desensitized, and it becomes a norm. This is 
what’s been happening in the West for years. Very few vocalized Christians speaking up and out 
against the atrocities of homosexuality, transgenderism, abortions, human trafficking, and the like, 
with love and grace. It’s not that the people are hated, but that it is contrary to the holiness of God. 
The same thing that Israel is being charged with profaning, God’s holiness. 
 
Dr. Ed Hindson points out another possibility. That it may have also been the higher economic 
status of these foreign women, and the land ownership they had. That the intermarry wasn’t 
necessarily because of love or beauty, but because of affluence. 
 
It is this intermarriage that God reveals profaned the holiness of the LORD. Understanding that 
God’s holiness means He is set apart, distinct from all creation, and not to be considered common. 
He is above all things, and as Paul says, “in Him we live, move, and have our beings” (Acts 17:28). 
Our entire being and eternity is because God chose to create us and to reach down to us. That is 
why His name should be revered above everything and anything. 
 
In marrying foreign women, the Jewish people were defiling God’s holiness by bringing into the 
nation, and the people group, people who did not revere, nor respect the LORD. They brought their 
pagan ideology and philosophy in their society. Just as Solomon’s wives corrupted him at the end 
of his days (1 Kings 11:1-6), so too is what was happening in Israel, and in Jerusalem, affecting 
even the Temple practices that God had commanded. 
 
God promised strict judgment for those that married foreigners; namely that those guilty would be 
cut off and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts. Not even a trespass offering 
(Leviticus 5:14-6:7), which was offered to seek forgiveness and atonement for disobedience, 
would be able to save the people from this judgment. Many times, people believe they can buy 
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their way to salvation from penalty. Bribery, extortion, manipulation. Even the Catholic Church 
still promotes this idea of paying off sins through penance and indulgences, even if one doesn’t 
fully repent of them. But God promises the pseudo-contrite offerings for forgiveness would be 
rejected. 
 
Now, there is a debate as to who was covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, 
and with crying out. Some believe this was the divorced wives whose husbands left them for 
foreigners. Others believe these are the tears of the people who were guilty of this wickedness. I 
believe the context of the verse seems to indicate that the tears came from the men making 
offerings. The text doesn’t necessarily state that the offerings being made were trespass offerings 
for their adultery. They could’ve been any of the types of offerings that brought emotion to the 
person. However, God tells them that all these offerings are rejected, a second time mention in the 
book of Malachi (Malachi 1:10b). Of course, as is seen in this book, the Israelites rebut asking 
why their offerings are being rejected.  
 
As if the rebellion of God’s command not to intermarry with Gentiles wasn’t enough, He reveals 
the treachery they committed against the wife of thy youth...[and] the wife of thy covenant. 
Again, context would indicate that this wife being spoken of is their human wife, not a metaphor 
of their relationship with God. Besides, in the figurative sense, God is never referred to as Israel’s 
wife; on the contrary, Israel is considered the wife of Jehovah (Jeremiah 3:20).  So, this treachery 
being spoken of isn’t being mentioned as against God, but rather the wives whom they were 
divorcing. They married pagan women, who didn’t seek after God, and essentially deserted their 
former Jewish wives. 
 
At this time, divorce was permitted, though it was never the original intention of God. We learn in 
Scripture that divorce was given due to the hardness of the heart of Israel (Deuteronomy 24:1-4; 
Matthew 19:8). And in Scripture there are two grounds for biblical divorce, sexual immorality 
(Matthew 19:9) and desertion by unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15). Here in Malachi’s day, 
those grounds for divorce were not met. According to God, fornication, and an unbeliever deserting 
their believing spouse, were the only grounds for divorce; this was not why Judah was divorcing. 
 
God’s hatred for divorce in this context, and elsewhere, was not only the spiritual breaking of the 
Mosaic covenant. Their unfaithfulness to God’s ethics, but also the neglect of the divorced woman 
and her economic status within the community. As being thy companion, a divorced woman led 
to a lower economic status, and a disdain by the people in the community; regardless of if she was 
at fault of not. These men were breaking the marriage covenant between their wives and God, 
simply so the men could marry foreign women in the area. But God recalls that the marriage 
between a man and woman was to become one flesh, to be in union and harmony with one another 
and with God. 
 
This section is the most difficult to exegete in the book of Malachi. First one must determine who 
is the he being referenced. Since the pronouns speaking to the nation, in the surrounding passage, 
are thee, thy, and thou, I believe the he is in reference to God. Keeping this in mind, did not he 
make one Yet had he the residue of the spirit...that he might seek a godly seed, all refers to 
God’s work and desire. In keeping with the subject of divorce, and the wife of thy covenant, it 
seems as though God is reiterating that marriage was a covenant between the married couple (as 
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well as God), and the purpose of marriage was to produce godly offspring. But then comes the 
question, what is the godly seed? 
 
This section is very interesting. If God meant for us to understand this as a faithful, pious, virtuous 
seed, or offspring, He could’ve chose the word ḥāsîḏ (ָחִסיד), which meant exactly that. But in 
actuality, in the Hebrew, godly here is actually 'ĕlōhîm (ֱא�ִהים); theos (θεός) in the Septuagint. This 
word can mean God or the Messiah, and if that is the case, then this passage could be understood 
that the purpose of the union between a man and woman, which would include procreation, was 
to bring forth the promised Messiah.  
 
Another possibility of the word Elohim, or theos, could be in reference to a ruler, judge, or similar 
ambassador of God (Psalm 82:1-4). In this sense, we see that the union between believers is to 
bring forth those who would rule justly, live righteously, and live out God’s ethics as a holy image 
bearer; bringing God’s kingdom on earth. Not just being a good, virtuous person, but being a 
spiritually minded person. I believe it is this understanding that God seeks for us to realize, that a 
marriage should be between two Christians so as to bring forth one that would live and lead 
righteously. 
 
There is little doubt that mixed marriages of a believer and unbeliever, though possible, are very 
difficult to work out. A Christian is never encouraged to marry a non-Christian. And when children 
are involved, the whole reason for children in a marriage, is to be another image bearer of God and 
reflect His holiness and goodness, and to grow spiritually. Because this, a spiritually mixed 
marriage has difficulty in raising children in a Christian culture and influence. 
 
Because of these reasons, we see that God hateth putting away, in other words, God hates divorce. 
Seeing this in context, and the purpose of marriage, God hates divorce. It doesn’t mean there isn’t 
forgiveness. It doesn’t mean there isn’t healing or reconciliation. What it means is that it was not 
His will for two people to become divorced. What’s interesting is that the Hebrew word for hateth 
is the same word used in Malachi 1:3 where He says He hated Esau. We know from a biblical 
understanding of Jacob and Esau that God didn’t hate Esau emotionally or relationally, but rather 
the hate was figurative of not choosing Esau to be the lineage bearer, or in other words, 
disapproving Esau. It could be seen in the same sense here in Malachi that God’s hatred of divorce 
is towards the disapproval of divorce, and what He did not choose. We can see this because divorce 
was not His original intent, it was the people that wanted divorce (they chose divorce). Therefore, 
God disapproved and did not choose this process; i.e. God hates divorce. However, even if we 
believe God relationally, emotionally hates divorce, we must understand that it is the action not 
the person that God hates.  
 
Here in Malachi, God explains why He hates the action of divorce; for one covereth violence 
with his garment. In the Old Testament, rather than give an engagement ring to a woman, the 
man would put a garment over a woman, symbolizing his marriage proposal. We see this in the 
account of Ruth and Boaz when she asks Boaz to spread his garment over her, to take as a Levirate 
bride. Even God uses this image when He reveals His choosing of Israel to metaphorically be His 
wife (Ezekiel 16:8). With this understanding in mind, these people were not covering the woman 
with their garment in a marriage proposal, but rather covering the woman with an act of violence 
with their garment. In other words, to God, a divorce was an act of violence, cruelty, and injustice 
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to the woman, period. And yet, these people were divorcing, not for reasons God permitted, but 
because of selfish desire, affluence, and the desensitization of the culture. 
 
However, just as a chance of repentance was offered to the Levitical priests (Malachi 2:2), so to is 
a chance of repentance and correction being offered to the people. God tells them, take heed to 
your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. They have a chance to make the matter right, those 
not yet divorced to stop, and those that did divorce, to correct their action. One final call to 
repentance is being offered again by God. God who is the epitome of mercy, grace, and forgiveness 
for a contrite spirit. Unfortunately, it appears that history has shown the people failed to listen. 
And it is this failure that they were unfaithful to God’s ethics. 
 

2:17 - 3:6 - God’s Covenantal Faithfulness 
 
Israel’s unfaithfulness to God has been seen by their divorcing wives for pagan women, the priest’s 
indifferent attitude towards the Levitical sacrificial system, as well as their doubt of God’s love 
for them. If anyone had a reason to forsake Israel, it would be God. However, that is contrary to 
God’s nature and contrary to God’s promises and covenants. Though man may be unfaithful in 
their vows and promises to God, God remains faithful to man with the promises He makes (2 
Timothy 2:11-13). As we’ve seen, this is a beautiful promise, but also a fearful understanding for 
when God promises discipline, He delivers; again though, for our growth. 
 
In this section of Malachi, we will see God’s covenantal faithfulness of two people He had foretold 
hundreds of years prior to their arrival. To get a greater understanding of this section, we must 
begin with the last verse of this passage, Malachi 3:6 
 
 For I am the LORD, I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
 
The protection, providence, and preservation of the Jewish people and the Jewish nation is only 
because of the divine influence of God Almighty. Think about this, as I write this, according to 
Worldometers, the world has a population of 7.9 billion people. With a population size of 
approximately 14 million, the Jewish people make up less than 1% of the global population. And 
yet, such a small minority, they have received the strongest hatred around the globe. Think of all 
the Jewish lives lost through some major wars: 
 

. Seige of Jerusalem (1st century): 1 million Jewish people died 

. Jewish Roman Wars (2nd century): 2 million Jewish people died 

. Kitos War (2nd century): 200,000 Jewish people died 

. Bar Kokhba (2nd century): 580,000 Jewish people died 

. World War II (1940s): 6.6 million Jewish people died 
. According to the US Holocaust Museum, with a Jewish population of the time of 
10.4 million, that equates to around 63% of Jewish people that were killed under 
Adolf Hitler’s anti-Semitic reign. 

 
There is no other explanation for why such a small people group garner so much global hatred and 
have lost many lives in wars, at high percentages. The only reason the Jewish people remain today, 
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is because of His promise as we read in Malachi 3:6, God’s sovereignty; there is a planned purpose 
for the Jewish people. 
 
Therefore, understanding Israel’s failings as the chosen nation, and their continued unfaithfulness 
and spiritual idolatry, we can understand this section of Malachi’s writing more clearly. 
 
2:17 
Malachi reveals that Israel has wearied the LORD with [their] words. In prompt fashion, Israel 
objects, questioning wherein have we wearied Him?  
 
Through Malachi, God reveals two specific ways, which sums up the previous passages already 
exegeted. First, God has grown weary due to their false assumption that God is not punishing the 
wickedness around their nation. Recall at this time, the walls were most likely being built up and 
there was opposition and persecution from foreign nations. The people made a false assumption 
that because they didn’t see God bringing vengeance upon them, that they believed every one that 
doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD. Because of their misguided understanding, they 
assumed that since God wasn’t intervening, that He delighteth in them. This may have also been 
a reason to their slide into accepting the pagan societies, influences, and divorcing their wives for 
Gentiles. Secondly, Israel is questioning, where is the God of judgment? Believing that if these 
actions were evil and against God’s holiness, then they questioned the promise of judgment upon 
these nations. 
 
It's unfortunate that the same people that wanted to blame God for the lack of judgment for 
wickedness surrounding their nation, were the same people that failed to realize their own 
wickedness and rebellion. This is a classic example of the pot calling the kettle black. It is easier 
to find the evil in others than in ourselves for we are often looking outward rather than inward. It 
is an intentional effort to look at ourselves in the mirror, to get the dirt off our face. But unless we 
take that action, we will not know the muck we carry unless someone else tells us. 
 
3:1 
With Israel questioning God’s faithfulness in justice, God reveals that His sovereign plan is still 
in place. The next few verses explain God’s plan of the coming Messiah, and very concisely 
summarizes the first and second advent of the Messiah. Obviously much has been omitted from 
these verses regarding these two advents, but God brings to recollection the plan of Messiah during 
these comings. Behold, a response to Israel’s objection, is an attention-grabber. God reveals that 
He will be sending two messengers, with specific purposes in Israel. This will be the second and 
third time the word messenger is used with Malachi. And this is a great verse that reveals how 
context must dictate the proper defining of words with a wide semantic range. In Malachi 2:7, the 
context revealed the messenger was in reference to the priests. However, here the word messenger 
reveals two other people who are to come. 
 
This first messenger will prepare the way before me. Doubtless speaking of John, the Baptist, 
and his mission as the forerunner of the Messiah. The coming of the prophet John was prophesied 
about 350 years before Malachi, when Isaiah foretold of his coming to prepare the hearts of the 
people of Israel to be receptive to the first coming of Jesus, the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3-5). All four 
Gospel writers confirm that John the Baptist was this messenger (Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:2; Luke 
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3:4; John 1:23). Overlooked by many, there is a fascinating thing about this phrase, if God is 
speaking to Israel through Malachi, then the me in reference to who John the Baptist is preparing 
the way for, is referring to God. And we see in the New Testament that John was doing this very 
thing when Jesus came upon the scene, and at that point John realized Jesus was the Messiah (John 
1:29-34). So, here in Malachi 3:1, when we read God says John the Baptist will prepare the way 
before Him, and then Jesus comes (John 1:29), it is another reference to not only the Messiahship 
of Jesus, but also His deity as God. 
 
Not only will John the Baptist come, but also the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple. When the Gospel writers confirm that Jesus fulfilled Isaiah 40:3 (and Malachi 3:1), by 
John the Baptist coming before the LORD, it was a reference to Jesus’s deity. Here the Hebrew 
word used is Adonai, meaning master, lord, or ruler. The people were wanting a ruler, and Jesus 
was to be that ruler. So, not only would Jesus be the promised Messiah-king, but also God in flesh. 
Fruchtenbaum believes that this section of the verse, shall suddenly, speaks of Jesus’s coming to 
the Temple throughout His earthly ministry, and that it is fulfilled, as seen by Jesus’s overthrowing 
the money changers table (John 2:13-22), in a sudden action. When Jewish readers read the 
writings of Mark, Mark, Luke, and John and understand that John fulfilled the Isaiah prophecy, 
then they would realize the Messiah, suddenly coming into His temple, would’ve been Jesus Christ 
during that time.  
 
This is a most plausible understanding, but it is also possible that it is in reference to the second 
coming of the Messiah, and His Armageddon campaign back to Jerusalem and into the Temple, 
yet in the future. It will be a sudden campaign, led by Jesus, back to Jerusalem, to destroy the 
surrounding nations and overthrow the Antichrist. This wouldn’t be the first time that the first and 
second advent of Messiah was placed in a section with no indication of gap, for Zechariah does 
the same thing when he speaks of the Messiah arriving on a donkey, and the next verse mention 
the battle the Messiah would lead (Zechariah 9:9-10). Also, this understanding provides the 
transition to verse 2 and the discussion of the Second Advent. 
 
While the first messenger in this verse is referring to John the Baptist, this second messenger is 
called the messenger of the covenant. The word even ties this messenger with the One who is to 
come into His temple. Therefore, this messenger is the Messiah. Now the question must be asked, 
which covenant is being referred to here? There are numerous covenants, to include the New 
Covenant that could be meant. It is my belief that this covenant being referenced must be 
understood in regard to Israel’s objection to God in Malachi 2:17, where is the God of judgment? 
This covenant would then most likely be in reference to the Abrahamic Covenant, where the 
promise of land ownership and the promise of blessing and curse upon the Jewish people, which 
will occur during Jesus’s earthly reign. As well as the Davidic Covenant, when the Messiah will 
sit upon the throne of David and judge righteously and eternally. Although, this terminology could 
simply be in a general reference that the Messiah is the messenger of all the covenants; the fulfiller 
of everyone. 
 
Regardless of which view is held regarding the covenant in view, this verse reveals that God’s plan 
regarding the injustice Israel is seeking retribution for, is not ignored. Throughout the entirety of 
the Old Testament, God was revealing pieces of the Messianic Kingdom, God’s Kingdom Plan, to 
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bring, not only justice to a fallen world, but also redemption. And this verse reveals the redemptive 
aspect of God’s plan that was to come in the next few hundred years. 
 
3:2-4 
 
Keeping with a second coming of the Messiah in mind, as noted in the last part of Malachi 3:1, 
God reveals more about the judicial nature of this period. And the emphasis is clearly on the agency 
and role of the Messiah, seen by the pronouns, his and he, used five times in verses 2-3. 
 
With His coming, there are two questions raised. First, who may abide the day of his coming? 
And secondly, who shall stand when he appeareth? These questions are raised because Malachi 
reveals the Messiah is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ sope. To understand the questions, 
one must understand the analogies. The refiner’s fire is a common metaphor in Scripture that 
speaks of removing impurities from oneself through a process, trial, or circumstance. As gold is 
put in the fire, the impurities are removed and what is left is pure gold. This is the picture that the 
refiner’s fire brings, which is taught elsewhere in the Old Testament. Regarding the fullers’ sope, 
the fuller is a lesser-known occupation in today’s society. A fuller is someone who does the process 
of fulling cloth; the process where a cloth is made denser and thicker, through a process of hot 
water and soap, removing the dirt and impurities. Then it is agitated, similar to a washing machine, 
and afterwards stretched and, at times, folded, to take on a particular shape. Many times, this 
process is used for the purpose of warmer or waterproof material. Therefore, the fullers’ sope is 
the cleansing agent that is used to remove the dirt and impurities of the cloth; in essence, purging 
it. 
 
The only other reference to this analogy is in Jeremiah 2:22 where God calls out the people of 
Judah as trying to cleanse themselves however, in the sight of God they are still unclean, because 
only God can remove the dirt and filth from a person’s soul. This is the picture being painted of 
the characteristic of the Messiah being like the fullers’ sope, stretching, shaping, and cleansing. 
 
Understanding the refiner’s fire and the fullers’ sope, we can now understand why God poses the 
questions in verse 2. The holiness of God’s presence reveals that no one can stand or abide in His 
presence in their sin-stained souls without the intervention of the Messiah in His first advent.  
 
Before God answers the objection to Israel’s claim of God’s injustice, or His approval of Gentile 
nations wickedness, He focuses the attention first on those that know better, Israel and the priests. 
In verse 3, a chiastic structure is discovered, which is a literary device in which a sequence is 
presented then repeated in reverse order. This chiastic structure is seen by: 
 
 (A) He shall sit as a refiner 
  (B) and a purifier 
  (B) He shall purify the sons of Levi 
 (A) and purge them as gold and silver 
 
The purpose of chiasm is to offer emphasis, repetition, or clarification to the thought or idea. In 
this regard, the emphasis is on the agency of the Messiah during the Messianic Kingdom. Here, 
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God is drawing emphasis on the refinement and purification process that comes to the spiritual 
leadership of Israel.  
 
In Daniel 12:10, God reveals that during what’s known as the Great Tribulation Period, the last 
three and-a-half years of the seven-year period, that the Jewish people will be scattered. It will be 
this point in time where God is purging and purifying the Jewish people. Zechariah paints this 
picture a little clearer when he reveals that God will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try [purge] them as gold is tried (Zechariah 13:9). This 
refining and purging is the same process spoken of here in Malachi 3:3. It is the last one-third of 
the Jewish people that go through this cleansing process; they are the remnant. This believing 
remnant are told to flee to the valley of the mountains...unto Azal (Zechariah 14:5). The term Azal 
is translated as “proximity: a place He has reserved.” This place is believed by many to be the 
location of Bozra, in Jordan, the modern city of Petra; according to Micah 2:12. These Jewish 
people are divinely protected during the end of the Tribulation Period, and are the ones that call 
upon the Messiah to save them (Matthew 23:39). This turning to Messiah by the Jewish people 
during that time, would bring an end to the Unpardonable Sin, and fulfill a few prophecies. It 
would fulfill the prophecy that the Jewish people will mourn for the loss of Messiah (Zechariah 
12:10). This would be the means by which the iniquity of Jacob be purged (Isaiah 27:9). And 
would finish the transgression, as seen in the 70th week of Daniel (Daniel 9:24). This believing 
remnant would be refined and purged by the fullers’ sope at that point, and be perfectly cleansed 
by the work of God. 
 
During this Millennial Period, only those who had faith in Messiah will be able to enter into the 
Kingdom Age, for the unbelieving waits for the second death (Revelation 20:11-15). Thankfully 
saved by grace through faith, the believing priests that were unfaithful in their duties will be unable 
to perform the more honorable priestly duties, revealing a reward and loss of reward system in 
operation during the Messianic Kingdom. This is elaborated on in the book of Ezekiel. 
 
Beginning in Ezekiel 40:1, through chapter 48, God gives Ezekiel a vision of the Temple and its 
courtyard that will be in operation during the Messianic Kingdom. In Ezekiel 44:10-14, God 
reveals that those priests that strayed from their duties, and from God, would have no privilege of 
ministering in the inner Temple during this period. Only those that were faithful in discharging the 
office of a priest will have the honor of performing the more intimate priestly duties of presenting 
offerings and the holy of Holies (Ezekiel 44:15-16). 
 
Only after this refinement and purging process, as part of the New Covenant (discussed later), can 
their offerings be an offering in righteousness, and accepted by the LORD during the Messianic 
Kingdom. It will be then that the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD. 
There will be a sacrificial system in use during the Messianic Kingdom, and that is the time period 
Malachi is foretelling. 
 
3:5 
 
Revealing that justice needs to be accomplished first, within Israel’s own camp, and righteousness 
restored, God now moves on to the objection raised by Israel, the injustice of God during the 
wickedness of people. Just as God has kept His covenantal promises with Israel, this too is a 
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promise of God for action. God says will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts. 
 
There are eight categories of people God promises to deliver justice upon. Sorcerers, or those that 
practice witchcraft, necromancy, any form of occultic practice. Adulterers, most likely in reference 
to those that commit adultery against their spouses, and not spiritual idolatry, for all other 
categories in this list are committed against man. False swearers, meaning liars or perjurers. Then 
a category of people that oppress others. This oppression is either extortioners, or heavily 
burdening people unnecessarily. These people are oppressing the widows, fatherless, and the 
people hired on an agreed salary. Finally, judgment against those that do not fear the LORD, as 
well as those that turn the stranger, or foreigner, to a life of sin. 
 
These promises of God reveal that though there may be times of justice here on earth, and 
sometimes a lack of judgment, God promises that one day there will be a righteous judgment upon 
all mankind, individually. This will take place during the Bema Seat judgment as well as the Great 
White Throne judgment, depending on if one is a believer (former) or unbeliever (latter). 
 
Bu also, keeping in mind that the immediate context being spoken of is occurring during the 
Messianic Kingdom, as seen in Malachi 3:2, that reveals that there will be a sin nature in some 
degree during those one thousand years while Jesus is reigning here on earth. This is a concept 
taught elsewhere in Scripture however, we must understand that this sin is not going to be 
committed by the Jewish people, only by the Gentile people. We know this because of the New 
Covenant that is yet to be completely fulfilled, spoken of in Jeremiah 31. 
 

31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day [that] I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 
But this [shall be] the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (emphasis added) 

 
Ezekiel also prophies of this day in the Messianic Kingdom, in Ezekiel 36. 
 

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land. 25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
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and do [them]. 28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall 
be my people, and I will be your God. (emphasis added) 

 
Understanding these aspects of the Tribulation Period and Messianic Kingdom reveals God’s 
promise through Malachi 3:2-4 of refining and purging the people and enabling an offering to be 
accepted of God, offered in pure righteousness (Malachi 3:3). It also reveals the justice that God 
promises upon the wickedness of the agency of man (Malachi 3:5). While we are concerned with 
justice in the here and now, God has a strategic game-plan, not only for dealing with sin, but with 
the purpose of bringing people back to Him. While many times we may want a fire-and-brimstone 
response, God’s response is one of delay, for purposes only He knows ahead of time, and that we 
get a glimpse of by looking in the rearview mirror. 
 
And as we started this passage, all of this is due to the divine protection, providence, and program 
of God, that neither Israel, nor the Jewish people will ever be destroyed or removed from existence. 
God’s plan is far from over, and far better than any plan your or I could ever develop. And when 
one considers what God has done, what God is presently working out to do, while knowing His 
future plans, it truly makes the believer remark 
 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! (Romans 11:33) 

 
3:7-12 - The People’s Unfaithfulness to God’s Law of Tithe 

 
3:7-8 
 
After rebuking the Jewish people, and the Levitical priests, in many different areas of life, ministry, 
and worship, God still offers mercy and forgiveness. If someone has any reason to give up on a 
person or people group, it’s God. He reveals that from the days of your fathers ye are gone away 
from mine ordinances and have not kept them. After the establishment of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, there has been a regular straying, lack of keeping the ordinances of God. This can be most 
clearly seen not only in the wilderness exodus of 40 years, but very clearly through the period of 
the Judges in Israel. If you were to add the number of years of oppression and the number of years 
of peace, during the period of the Judges, you’d come to the realization that for more than 430 
years, the Jewish people had this peace - sin - oppression - repentance - deliverance cycle. If a 
generation is considered 40 years in length, that means for more than 10 generations, the Jewish 
people continued in this pattern of rebellion and deliverance. And how did it begin?  
 

“and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel.” (Judges 2:10) 

 
How you raise your children, how you mentor those in your realm of influence, can have 
generational effects. 
 
After 10 generations, one would get tired of delivering the same people group, just knowing they’re 
bound to repeat the cycle. But yet we never see our God ever give up. Thank God that He isn’t 
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simply in the grace-giving business, but that He is grace. An eternality separated from God in hell 
is an eternity separated from grace, period.  
 
In another deflection by the Jewish people, they question wherein shall we return? Questioning 
how they can return to God, what could they do, if they even wanted to do it. God’s reply is very 
interested. In answering their question of returning, He replies will a man rob God?  
 
It’s interesting to consider, can anyone rob God of anything? Does He not own everything and 
only provides to us what He graciously offers? However, God reveals it is possible to rob God 
when He clearly rebukes the Jewish people by saying, ye have robbed me. The Hebrew word for 
rob brings the idea of defrauding another. The 14th century English word defraud brings to light 
the idea of depriving the right of another by a breach of trust or withholding. To the charge of 
robbing God, the Jewish people object questioning wherein have we robbed thee? God expressly 
reveals through tithes and offerings. 
 
The Jewish people weren’t giving their first, nor their best to the One worthy who commanded it. 
They were robbing God of His pleasures and His ability to bless them. The same God who was 
held to the judgment-part of the Mosaic Covenant, was the same God who was bound to the 
blessing-part of the Mosaic Covenant. God had to deliver judgment due to His part in the Covenant 
and Israel’s rebellion. But also, God was unable to bless Israel due to their disobedience, something 
He desired to do. Essentially, they were robbing the blessing from God. 
 
3:9-12 
 
God had cursed Israel; we’ve seen this many times in the Old Testament through the nations God 
has used to break the nation. Mostly clearly seen is the Babylonian Captivity, which was a clear, 
sovereign judgment of God upon the Jewish people for their betrayal. God directly tells them they 
are cursed, for ye have robbed me...this whole nation. Again, it wasn’t simply the religious 
leaders, i.e. the priests, but generally the entire nation as a whole. When there is a lack of spiritual 
accountability and discipleship, then the congregation begins to fall. 
 
Why the curse? Because the nation has stopped bringing in the pure offerings and tithes that were 
commanded of the Mosaic Law. We read in Deuteronomy 14:22-29 and 26:12-16 the Law of the 
Tithe. And it is in Deuteronomy 28:15-21 where we read of the promise of judgment from God 
through Israel’s disobedience. The Mosaic Covenant is a Conditional Covenant, meaning that God 
will perform blessings if Israel obeyed, and God would bring curses if Israel disobeyed. The 
Covenant was conditioned upon Israel’s response and agency. The curses and judgment that befall 
Israel is due to Israel’s deviation from God’s expectation. 
 
In explaining how Israel can return to God, He points toward the Law of Tithe. Recall earlier that 
the tithes were given as a portion to the tribe of Levi because they hadn’t received any land when 
Israel entered the Promised Land. Their portion was the tithes that the people would receive. Also 
recall that in the Temple area, there was a storehouse that would store the various offerings and 
tithes that were given in sacrifice and worship. This is why God tells them to bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house.  
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This next part is a favorite of the Word of Faith movement, prove me now herewith, saith the 
LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. Many times one will hear prosperity preachers 
say that this is God’s message to us today, that if we sow a “seed offering”, that if we financially 
give to God, that He is obligated to payback, with interest. But that is not what is being said here, 
and why an expositional understanding of books of the Bible are necessary. 
 
Remember, this is to the Jewish people under the Mosaic Covenant, and specifically dealing with 
the Law of the Tithe for the nation of Israel, only. This is one of the many reasons why 
Replacement Theology is dangerous, because it seeks to place upon the Church covenants of God 
He has never made with the Church. 
 
There are three blessings God promised to the Jewish people, after 100 generations of continual 
disobedience, should they return to honoring God with the tithe again. First, He promised to bless 
the nation abundantly. This was a part of the Mosaic Covenant, seen in Deuteronomy 28:4, 8, 11, 
12. God would bless the Jewish people abundantly through obedience.  
 
Secondly, God would rebuke the devourer. The devourer, or the locusts, were sent from God to 
judge the land because of their failure to keep up the part of their covenantal promise to God. He 
promises to rid the land of the locusts and allow for a plenteous harvest again. 
 
Thirdly, God would restore the national pride of Israel, all nations shall call you blessed, for ye 
shall be a delightsome land. Through the grace of God, and the mercy of God, God seeks to 
restore the affluence and dignity of the nation...if the people return to Him. Realize, the people 
failed God, God extends an open hand to return back to Him through mercy and grace, and then 
God blesses the people to a national dignity again. 
 
Even though the people were unfaithful to the Law of the Tithe, God promises restoration and 
reconciliation, should they acknowledge their transgressions, repent, and return.  

 
The same God who was, is the same God who is, and who will forever be. If you find yourself 
away from God, realize, it will take more than 100 generations for Him to stop caring for you 
and reaching His hand of mercy. That is the great love that God has for you, me, and the entire 
world! 
 

3:13-15 - The People’s Doubt of God’s Character 
 
Tony Evans makes a great illustration that we can go cruising on the interstate, top down, wind in 
our hair, doing 85 mph in the fast lane. It doesn’t matter if the speed limit is 70, people enjoy going 
85, and sometimes even faster. But what happens when a state trooper gets on the interstate, all of 
a sudden it looks like Christmas time in July because all the lights lit up; people are braking, trying 
to slow down. Why is that? The speed limit didn’t change; it was always 70 mph. What did change 
was the presence of the officer. People are fine with breaking God’s commandments, if they can 
“get away with it.” But what if we lived with the realization that the Officer is always in our mirror, 
would we still do 85? Or would we do 70? 
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This is the issue we’re dealing with tonight.   
 
There have been six objections raised so far: 
 

How has the LORD loved us? (1:2) 
How have we despised the LORDs name? (1:6) 
How have we polluted the LORDs table? (1:7) 
How have we wearied the LORD? (2:17) 
How shall we return to the LORD? (3:7) 
How have we robbed the LORD? (3:8) 

 
The seventh and last objection raised by Israel will be seen tonight 
 

What have we spoken against the LORD? (3:13) 
 
The omniscience of God is an attribute that is understood but very rarely kept in sight. While we 
trust omnipotence of God, and pray in that regard that the All-Powerful Creator can do anything 
within His character. And while we trust the omnipresence of God, and believe He is with us in 
the good times and bad. We tend to forget the omniscience of God and its role in our lives. 
 
There are instances in the NT when Jesus reveals that He knew man’s thoughts and called them 
out on them.  
 

Luke 5:20-22 
20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 21 And 
the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? 22 But when Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? 
 
Luke 6:7-8 
7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath day; 
that they might find an accusation against him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to 
the man which had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose 
and stood forth. 

 
The thoughts we think, are they pure? Are they just? Are they of good report? Philippians 4:8.  
 
Remember as kids when we said something behind our parents back, and hoped they didn’t hear 
us? Remember being scolded or whipped for back-talking? 
 
Why are we more fearful of people hearing our words rather than God? 
 
3:13 
 
The Jewish people’s words have been stout against God. In other words, the Jewish people were 
arrogantly speaking not to God, but against God, about God. And for the seventh and last time of 
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the Socratic Dialectic Method of Communication, the people object and question this charge by 
saying, what have we spoken so much against thee? 
 
Ignorantly the people again go on the defensive and react to this charge, rather than consider it. 
 
For the Jewish people and their constant objections and defensive spirit, it seems to be that of 
closed-mindedness. 
 
This one verse reveals something very impactful: the omniscience and omnipresence of God. The 
prefix omni- means all, or in all ways, so omnipresence means always present. And omniscience 
means always knowing. IN other words, these are attributes of the divine that are overlooked, in 
favor of God’s omnipotence, or His all-powerful.  
 
Is it a fearful thing to realize that not only our actions, but also our thoughts are known of God? 
Yep, even the thoughts you had about your boss, co-workers, family, people on the street. But it’s 
not only our thoughts and actions, it’s everyone’s thoughts and actions. How can God know 
everything about everyone every time? I don’t know, that’s why He’s God and I am not.  
 
Realize, God knows the actions and thoughts of those that are merely playing Church as well. 
Those people our there in Christianity, that portray themselves as a picture-perfect Christian, but 
inside are as ugly as sheol, yes, God knows your hidden thoughts and secretive actions as well. 
One day there will be a day of reckoning, a day to give an account for what everyone thinks, says, 
and does...and in that day, every single hidden thing will become manifest. 
 
Paul reveals this concept in his letter to the Corinthians 
 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then 
shall every man have praise of God. (1 Corinthians 4:5) 

 
This should be sobering and comforting. Sobering in that we must live in the reality that we will 
give an account to how we served the King. But also comforting for many who know those that 
are playing a game, and putting up a front claiming to be super spiritual when in reality you’re 
nothing more than the devil’s puppet, doing the will of the evil one. 
 
The Jewish people in the day of Malachi lost sight of that fact, that God is ever-present and will 
give an account...a greater one for those that should know better. God quickly responds to their 
objection by revealing two areas of their ignorant speaking. 
 
3:14-15 
 
First, they believed, it is vain to serve the LORD. Why would these people believe it’s pointless 
to serve God? Possibly because they were nearsighted, and only focused on the here and now. 
With the walls being built, opposition coming from Gentile nations, and a cursed land that isn’t 
producing a harvest, in ignorance they believed there was no point in serving God. It simply wasn’t 
paying off for them.  
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That’s what many Christians and non-Christians alike do. They seek to use God for benefit, 
treating him as Burger King while they try to have it their way. When in reality, God seeks to use 
people to grow His kingdom, not to fatten their wallets. If our faith and service to God is merely 
based upon what we get out of it, then we are going to be in trouble. Realize, with the global state 
right now with Russia and Ukraine, and China and Taiwan, and the liberal policies running this 
nation, along with the Canadian crisis up north, we may be living in tough days.  
Rebecca asked me the other day if I believed the rapture would happen before it gets bad. I said I 
don’t know. It is not promised that we won’t have to live in hard times. We may see an economic 
collapse that we’ve never seen before. We may be here for another war. What I do know is that 
the rapture will happen before someone makes a peace treaty with Israel. And if the rapture doesn’t 
happen, then either I missed the boat, or I was wrong in its timing; which I don’t believe either of 
those are true. 
 
We must realize that our service to God isn’t to receive a blessing, but to be a blessing. Realize 
that you bless God when you serve Him. When you pray, or communicate to God, we are told it’s 
as a sweet aroma to God. The reason we should serve and speak to God is strongly argued in 
1 Peter 1:16-21 
 

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who 
without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him 
up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 

 
We serve because of what He’s done for us. If all you had was your eternal life, would you be 
happy?  Also, realize that God rewards the obedient and based upon the five crowns Scripture 
mentions, along with the parable of the talents, and even the works we do. 
 

Revelation 22:12 
12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. 

 
Not only did the Jewish people question the reason to serve God, but they also spoken against God 
by saying what profit is it to keep His ordinances, and that we walk mournfully before God? 
 
Boy, these people pulled the wool over their own eyes; the people had no spiritual leadership in 
Israel, and the spiritual leadership in Israel had not reverence of the One whom they were serving.  
 
God has already called them out numerous times in how they weren’t keeping His ordinances, and 
charges. Not only their act of service was phony, but also their mournful walking. In that day, 
when one was in mourning, they would symbolize it by wearing a sackcloth and covering their 
head in ashes. We see this in the case of Jacob mourning due to his belief of the loss of his son 
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Joseph, Job with the loss of all his possessions, and the people of Nineveh in repentance to God’s 
word. This was a common outward symbol of an inward emotion. However, to the Jewish people 
at the time of Malachi, this became more ritual than it was relational. In other words, they seemed 
to believe the mere symbolism of grief and repentance were of more value rather than a broken 
spirit. And we still see that idea throughout the millennia.  
 
Christians would rather just go to church than to be the church. There is a big difference between 
the two. 
 
The second thing God rebukes the people for was their words against Him by saying we call the 
proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even 
delivered. Again, being nearsighted, the people were believing there was more profit to be wicked 
and arrogant, rather than being in a relationship with Jehovah. After all, it seemed that the 
surrounding nations, were prospering when God’s people were suffering. 
 
Is post-modernism winning? Is the liberal ideology winning? Is secularism and humanism 
winning? No....they are growing, but God is allowing this. To be winning something you have to 
be ahead of your competition. If God is the competition for the agenda of the Adversary, then there 
is zero possibility he is winning in these areas.  
 
This is the mindset when we allow Satan to re-shift our focus on the present and forget the past 
and doubt the future. Many times when I’m speaking with someone who is struggling I remind 
them to make note of all the ways God has provided in the past, as well as all the victories God 
has given them. Why is that? Because when we are in the middle of the struggle, that’s when its 
fertile ground for the adversary to plant seeds of doubt and despair. As humans, and you can see 
this principle from Scripture, people don’t tend to remember that past successes, but only recall 
the past failures. And in the middle of the struggle, we can only think of the ways we believe God 
has let us down, neglecting the plan and power God has already worked in our life. 
 
So how do we overcome and prevent this seed from sprouting? By remembering the victories, we 
have in Jesus. By remembering how God has used us in the past. Recalling how God used tough 
situations to shape us into a more Christlike being. And by trusting that He remains true to His 
word. Words such as 
 
Hebrews 13:5 
I will never leave you nor forsake you 
 
John 14:28 
I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you 
 
Psalm 37:7-9 
Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in 
his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
 
Romans 12:19 
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Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in 
his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
 
Revelation 21:4-5 
4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5 
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: 
for these words are true and faithful. 
 
With everything this week, from the Russian invasion into Ukraine, the continued threat of China 
upon Taiwan, the threat of war, our inept leadership, don’t become nearsighted like the Jews in 
Malachi’s day. Don’t believe the battle is just the here and now. No, this battle is part of a larger 
campaign that has been warring since the expulsion from the Garden of Eden. And I hate to break 
it to you, it isn’t going away until Christ returns. 
 
Do we believe Scripture and the words of God just referenced? Do you trust these words? If we 
believe and trust them, can we live as if we did?  
 

3:16-4:6 - God’s Faithfulness to the Remnant of Israel 
 
3:16-18 
 
The previous passage we saw that it is a sobering thought to realize God not only knows all our 
deeds and words, but even knows our thoughts. Sobering in the sense that one day, we will give 
an account for every idle word (Matt 12:36). As ambassadors of God’s Kingdom, we should strive 
to please the LORD in our words, thoughts, and actions, because of what He did for us on the cross 
2,000 years ago. But we also spoke briefly that God’s omniscience is comforting also. 
 
In this passage we read, they that feared the LORD spake often to one another. The entirety of 
the book of Malachi reveals how depraved and ungodly the nation of Israel and the Jewish people 
have become. However, no matter how far the people go, there has always been a remnant of 
Godfearers among the people. We see this most clearly in the life of Elijah in 1 Kings 19:1-18. 
Elijah was at the end of his metaphorical ropes, living in a society of wicked people doing wicked 
things. Even though Elijah was doing everything God had asked of him, he was being chased and 
persecuted by Jezebel, and felt completely and utterly alone. It was at his lowest point when Satan 
attacked but God reinforced. In 1 Kings 19:18, the LORD revealed to Elijah that there are 7,000 
Jewish people that hasn’t bowed to Baal and gone the ways of Ahab and Jezebel. 7,000 Jews that 
weren’t wicked or assimilated into their wicked ways. God had preserved a Jewish remnant. 
 
Statista reports a survey by the Pew Research Forum that between 1970s and the late 2010s, there 
has been a decline of American Christians, by 19% . (https://tinyurl.com/2bd6zyy7) It seems that the longer 
America is around, the more progressive her ideology becomes. No longer is the battle only in 
abortion and homosexuality, but now Satan has crept into the minds of people in believing the 
transgenderism and gender identity lies. It seems as though the wicked keep growing and the 
faithful continue to be snuffed out. 
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In Malachi’s day, there was still a remnant faithful to God and His ordinances.  
 
God’s omniscience reveals this and blesses this remnant. There are at least four blessings that God 
promises for those that remain faithful in the midst of wickedness. First, the LORD hearkened 
and heard. Proverbs 28:9 tells us that those who disobey God, there prayer is an abomination to 
Him. The Psalmist in chapter 66:18 reveals the truth that if he cherishes sin then the LORD 
wouldn’t listen to his prayer. Not only in failure to listen, but the LORD’s face is against those 
who do evil, according to 1 Peter 3:12. It is a blessing that the Creator of the cosmos hears and 
listens to the prayers of the faithful Christian. 
 
 
 
The second blessing is that the faithful is recorded in a book of remembrance...for them that 
feared the LORD, and that thought upon His name. Whether this is taken as a literal book or a 
allegory, what is discovered is that God takes notice of the faithfulness of a Christian, and will 
reward them accordingly. This should be comforting in the fact that in the midst of a depraved and 
spiritually wicked nation, the faithful works of the Christian, is being recorded. Such a book of 
remembrance would be reflected upon during 2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

 
The third blessing is that the faithful remnant shall be mine...in that day.... This is a recalling of 
the New Covenant found in Jeremiah 31:33, 32:38-39; Ezekiel 36:27-28; and Zechariah 13:9, 
where the Jewish remnant will have their hearts completely turned to God. Here, God has in mind 
a particular day in the future that the faithful Jewish people will be His, at time when I make up 
my jewels. A reference to a particular treasure or prized possession, this is something that God 
had promised of the faithful Jewish people in Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, 26:18, and 35:4. The Jewish 
people had always been God’s particular treasure, peculiar people, or treasure. And I believe God’s 
making up His jewels is in reference to the calling back of the Jewish remnant during the 
Tribulation Period. It will be the remnant that turns to God through Messiah, and calls for His 
return and deliverance, based upon Romans 10:9-10. 
 
The fourth blessing for is the promise that I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him. Seen through the course of Israel’s history, God had always preserved a remnant and 
spared them through the various conflicts and persecutions. From Elijah and the day of Jezebel to 
Joshua and the conquests, to the Assyrian and Babylonian Captivities. God has always protected 
a faithful remnant, and promises to do so for all time. Not only through history, but also the faithful 
believers will be spared at the Great White Throne Judgment as well. 
 
The result of the obedience and providence of the remnant is that they shall return and discern 
between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth 
not God. One day an unveiling will occur between the righteous and unrighteous. Between those 
that are of God and those that are not of God. But not only that, but also an unveiling of those that 
are of God that chose not to serve Him faithfully, and those that did. 
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Though the days are difficult, the road is long, and the pathway of Christ-obedience is dangerous, 
the blessings and rewards are plentiful. We must heed Paul’s admonition in Galatians 6:9 
 
 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not 
 
4:1-3 
 
In promising blessings for the faithful remnant of Israel, God finishes up His oracle through 
Malachi by a look ahead to a period of judgment upon the world. In answering the Jewish people’s 
objective to God’s lack of justice, He reveals that the day cometh. Do we believe there is a day 
coming? Do we trust there is a day coming? Do live as if there is a day coming? Do we have peace 
in this coming day? One day, God promises that all wickedness, evil, and Satanic influence will 
not only be burned down, but that there will be left neither root nor branch.  
 
That every single wicked, unrighteous person who didn’t trust Jesus as their Savior, will be 
removed from the world, and eventually cast into the Lake of Fire.  
 
A promise is made to the remnant as seen in the pronoun you, But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings... This is the only time in Scripture 
where Jesus Christ is called the Sun. Commonly used in reference to a dawning or a rising, it’s a 
metaphor that the return of Jesus Christ, e.g. the arising or dawning of righteousness, will bring 
healing to the remnant. Again, as seen in the New Covenant through Jeremiah and Ezekiel, that 
there will be a new heart given to the Jewish remnant, and the healing will come by means of 
forgiving the Unpardonable Sin, the iniquity of Jacob in Isaiah 27:9 and to make an end of sins in 
Daniel 9:24. We see this because of the pronoun you, that contextually God is speaking about the 
Jewish remnant back in 3:16, and applicationally to all the Jewish remnant. 
 
In studying Dr. Fructhenbaum’s Footsteps of the Messiah, it is understood that during the return 
of the Messiah, He will begin a campaign towards Jerusalem in which He completely annihilates 
all of Satan’s army, and returning with Him is the armies which were in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen (Revelation 19:14). During this campaign of Jesus, truly all believers will return and tread 
down the wicked...[who] shall be ashes under the soles of your feet. God promises providence, 
protection, remembrance, and deliverance, for the remnant, as well as the faithful Christians. 
 
4:4-6 
 
In the conclusion, God addresses the entirety of Israel again, in a petition to His call for their return 
as seen in 3:7. He reminds them to remember ye the law of Moses. That the restoration of their 
people and land would come through obedience to the covenant they made with God. That the 
situation the nation was in was because the nation put themselves in that situation. 
 
Also, God promises a return for Israel; I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a curse. 
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Before the Messiah can return, Elijah must come. This is why during the Passover Seder of an 
orthodox Jew, they leave an empty chair at the table and send a kid to the door to see if Elijah has 
returned. The Jewish people have not forgotten that God has promised to return for the remnant, 
and that His return is predicated upon the return of Elijah.  
 
Elijah will return by the time the Antichrist makes a peace treaty with Israel, according to Daniel 
9:24-27. We know this because in Revelation 11:1-14 there is a mention of two witnesses that give 
testimony for 1,260 days, which is equivalent to three-and-a-half years. Who is the second witness? 
Some believe Moses and some believe Enoch. We don’t know for certain of the second one, but 
will find out soon. 
 
The purpose of Elijah’s ministry is to turn Israel back to God, back to the Messiah. This ministry 
will be successful, and lead to the fleeing of the remnant to Bosra, as well as their calling of the 
Messiah’s return at the end of the Tribulation Period.  
 
The book of Malachi ends with a curse, and in context it is a total curse upon the world due to the 
wickedness of the people within. Dr. Fruchtenbaum reveals that the rabbis, when reading the book 
of Malachi in the synagogue, repeat verse 5 after reading verse 6 because they don’t want to end 
their reading with a curse. Regardless of any individuals attempt to overlook, ignore, or downplay 
God’s curse, the judgment is still coming. 
 
Conclusion 
 
After the book of Malachi comes a period of 400 years of silence from God to Israel. There is no 
longer a prophet that speaks on behalf of God to the Jewish people. God has left and will not speak 
again until the sending of John the Baptist, to be the precursor to the first coming of Messiah. For 
generations, the Jewish people have had silence, although their land has been in persecution and 
distress much of the “silent” years. From the taking over by the Greeks to the coming of the Roman 
Empire, the Jewish people have had to hold on to the promise of God’s love, God’s command’s, 
God’s justice, God’s remembrance, and God’s promise. This book should be used to sustain us 
while we wait for the return of Messiah, in remembering the need to be obedient, the knowledge 
of His love for us, the trust of His coming justice, the belief of His remembrance of our faithfulness, 
and the faith in His return. 
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