
Spiritual Plagiarism - Good Vibes
Lately when I hear a commonly used phrase, I have been thinking about where they come from.
People say some weird things…and everyone knows what they mean by them, but we don’t
usually know where they come from…the meaning behind the saying.

Last week I heard the phrase “spitting image”, you know, something like “your son is the spitting
image of you”. And so I asked where that saying came from. It’s weird but we just say it and
know it means “you look the same”, nobody usually thinks anything of it.

Spitting image means a child looks so much like their parent they could have been spit
from their mouth

Yeah it’s weird, but at least now you know what it means!

Today as we wrap up this series on Spiritual Plagiarism, there’s something that has become
common for people to say, and many Christians say it, thinking it’s a good thing to say…

When someone is sick or going through hard times, someone will say they are sending good
vibes. Sometimes I’ve seen Christians say good vibes and prayers. And it may be the belief that
they are somewhat synonyms or they work together…but it’s Spiritual Plagiarism!

I think the heart behind it is well intentioned. It’s become a way of showing you care, you
empathize, you want them to feel better. But just because something is well intentioned does
not mean it is good. And it sure doesn’t mean that it’s God!

Good vibes are another rip off rooted in New Age and Eastern religion. It’s this belief that
we are made up of energy forces or vibrations and that everything in the universe
vibrates at its own frequency, and we need to connect ourselves with higher vibrations.
They believe that you can elevate your vibrations in order to fully realize your perfected
spiritual potential or “God self.”

We are not just some formation of vibrations…

Genesis 1:27 (NKJV)
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.

I’m made up of a spirit, a soul, and a body. And I have a Creator, who is my Savior, and my
Lord. It’s Jesus that I look to for everything I need in life. I will not lift my soul to another!

And I know some people think it’s harmless to say good vibes and prayers. But do you
understand what it means to be a Christian?
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Do you know that’s a word that’s actually in the bible, it’s not just what we call people that go to
church…

Acts 11:26 (NKJV)
And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year
they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were
first called Christians in Antioch.

This is speaking of Paul, for a whole year these men gathered with the church and taught them
the things of Christ.

And the disciples, what is a disciple? A learner, student, pupil of the teachings of Christ…they
were called Christians or followers of Christ.

It’s not just that you follow His way…you follow Him because Jesus IS the way! And He’s all you
need.

So why can’t we pray AND send good vibes? Because if we are following Christ, that means the
Holy Spirit is sanctifying us day by day through His grace setting us APART for God’s use in this
world.

And if you stand for Jesus then you are in opposition to the world’s systems. He doesn’t need
any help. He is more than enough…

Isaiah 42:8 (CSB)
I am the Lord. That is my name,
and I will not give my glory to another
or my praise to idols.

Jesus is not one of many. He is not superior among inferior gods. He is not even the best of all.
He is the ONLY GOD.

If you are in trouble…I mean you really get yourself in a bad spot…maybe even just the
wrong place at the wrong time…next thing you know you are in handcuffs and behind
bars…

You get one phone call. Who are you going to call? I’m not calling my cheerleader. You
know someone that will make me feel good about my life. I’m calling someone that can
come and get me OUT.

Good vibes may make someone feel good for a moment. But praying to the God of all of
creation…the One who can actually DO SOMETHING…that’s what I want!
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Why would you trust in “vibes”?

See this is an area that again seems harmless…but it’s a tactic of the enemy, spiritual
plagiarism, where if he can get you to send vibes OUT instead of prayers UP, he knows that he
is pointing you away from the power of God and toward the power of self…

Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.

I know I’ve used this verse a few times lately but it’s so important…it’s important to know that
there are spiritual forces at work. And they are at work in areas of our lives where we are
blinded and think they are good and harmless…

But church, anything that leads you to peace, or a healer or Savior that isn’t Jesus, a comforter
or teacher that isn’t the Holy Spirit, is leading you astray…and the problem is that it’s just a little
misdirection here, a little twist of compromise…

And we forget how fragile we really are…

2 Corinthians 4:5-7 (CSB)
For we are not proclaiming ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’s sake. 6 For God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus
Christ.
7 Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from
God and not from us.

This speaks of us…these clay jars. A couple of times in the OT God spoke of Himself as a
potter and us as the clay. How He formed us. I think it’s another way of showing how God got
His hands dirty when He made man. He put something extra into shaping us into His image.

But…it also shows us that we are something fragile. Something breakable. Something that
needs to be cared for. Something that if compromised, can come to a point of not being useful.

If you take this clay and it has impurities in it when the potter puts it on the wheel to shape it,
he’ll still be able to shape it. It will still look like the other pottery. It will have the appearance of
something good, something useful…

But then…it will be tested by heat to form something solid. But because of the impurities, those
areas of weakness will cause the jar to crack, making it ineffective.
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This is our lives when we try to mix the ideals of the world with the truths of God, it’s like adding
a little dirt in the clay…it’s going to crack, it’s going to ruin what could be a perfectly good jar.

If you are one that “sends good vibes” and professes Jesus as Lord…STOP.

I don’t want good vibes, I want prayer! Specifically prayer in the NAME OF JESUS! Because I
want it to be effective and powerful!

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (CSB)
But know this: Hard times will come in the last days. 2 For people will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, boastful, proud,demeaning, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is
good, 4 traitors, reckless, conceited,lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5
holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people.

Good vibes can seem like a “form of godliness” after all it's got the word good in it! But it denies
the power of God.

Why? It does not point to Jesus.

Jesus is the answer!

Jesus is the answer to our broken relationship with our God.

We are all sinners in need of a Savior. And Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross paid the price for our
sin. He is the way, the truth, the life, NO ONE comes to the Father except through Jesus!

Jesus is the answer to guilt and shame.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness

Jesus is the answer to a meaningless existence.

In Jesus we have purpose because He came to give us abundant life…we are invited to
become part of God's work in this world…we can do nothing apart from Christ but in Him we can
bear much fruit!

Jesus is the answer to our worries and doubts.

He’s the giver of peace. He has faced the world and overcome the world. And He’s given us His
Spirit to be with us and teach us and lead us to all truth!

Jesus is the answer to the problems of the world.
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Our world is broken. And there’s nothing that we can do ourselves to fix it. There’s no vibes we
can pool together to make it whole again. If we could stop this war in Ukraine it’ll only be a
matter of time before there will be another pop up somewhere.

But there will be a day when the Prince of Peace will rule and reign and set all things right. But
until that day…we pray.

Prayer is the answer. Because when you know Jesus, when He’s your Lord and Savior…you
have access to the throne room of heaven.

And we are to come BOLDLY before the throne of grace…

1 Corinthians 4:20 (NKJV)
For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.

See it’s not just about the words that you speak, it’s about the power that you have access to.

I don’t need good vibes, I need JESUS.
I don’t need to trust the “vibes” because I am to only trust in Jesus.

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will
he hears us.

Pray without ceasing.

The fervent effectual prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much!

Prayer is based on God’s love for us. As children of a compassionate Father, we can trust God
and turn to Him to care for our needs

When we pray to the Lord, recognizing Him for who He is and what He has done, it is an act of
worship.
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