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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil 
Reader: Diana MacDonald 
Safety Officer: Carol Denton 
Music:  Choral Quintet; Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar;  
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  

 

Feddersen, Hans Peter, 1848-1941. Return of the Prodigal Son, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56839 [retrieved March 24, 2022]. Original source: 
https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1907_Feddersen_Heimkehr_des_verlorenen_Sohnes_anagoria.JPG. 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56839
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585) 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 
Psalm    30 

1  I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up * and not made my foes to triumph 
over me. 
2  O Lord my God, I cried unto thee * and thou hast healed me. 
3  Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell * thou hast kept my life from them that go 
down to the pit. 
4  Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his * and give thanks unto him for a 
remembrance of his holiness. 
5  For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, and in his pleasure is life * heaviness 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
6  And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be removed * thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast 
made my hill so strong. 
7  Thou didst turn thy face from me * and I was troubled. 
8  Then cried I unto thee, O Lord * and gat me to my Lord right humbly. 
9  What profit is there in my blood * when I go down to the pit? 
10  Shall the dust give thanks unto thee * or shall it declare thy truth? 
11  Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me * Lord, be thou my helper. 
12  Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy * thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me 
with gladness. 
13  Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise without ceasing * O my God, I will give 
thanks unto thee for ever. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
     As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Isaiah 40:27—41:13 

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God’? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew their strength; 
let them approach, then let them speak; let us together draw near for judgement. 

Who has roused a victor from the east, summoned him to his service? 
He delivers up nations to him, and tramples kings under foot; 
he makes them like dust with his sword, like driven stubble with his bow. 
He pursues them and passes on safely, scarcely touching the path with his feet. 
Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning? 
I, the LORD, am first, and will be with the last. 
The coastlands have seen and are afraid, the ends of the earth tremble; they have drawn 
near and come. 
Each one helps the other, saying to one another, ‘Take courage!’ 
The artisan encourages the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with the hammer 
encourages the one who strikes the anvil, 
saying of the soldering, ‘It is good’; and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be 
moved. 
But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, 
my friend; 
you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, ‘You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off ’; 
do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 

Yes, all who are incensed against you shall be ashamed and disgraced; 
those who strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish. 
You shall seek those who contend with you, but you shall not find them; 
those who war against you shall be as nothing at all. 
For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; 
it is I who say to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’ 

Please stand. 
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Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Causton (d. 1569) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson John 11:17-44 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha 
said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But 
some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
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him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go.’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Causton 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
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 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 
GRACIOUS FATHER, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him; who liveth and reigneth with thee and theHoly Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Anthem    Text: John 3: 16; v.17 Music: Libby Larsen (b. 1950) 

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved. 
 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn, overleaf: 
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Hymn (CP 569) Text: George Herbert (1593-1633); Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 

1. Come, my way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a way as gives us breath, 
Such a truth as ends all strife, 
Such a life as killeth death. 

2. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a light as shows a feast, 
Such a feast as mends in length, 
Such a strength as makes his guest. 

3. Come my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a joy as none can move, 
Such a love as none can part, 
Such a heart as joys in love. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon  

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 596) Text: Walter Russell Bowie (1882-1969). 

 Music: SANCTA CIVITAS, Herbert Howells (1892-1083).  

 

1 O Holy City, seen of John, 
Where Christ, the Lamb, doth reign, 
Within whose four-square walls shall come 
No night, nor need, nor pain, 
And where the tears are wiped from eyes 
That shall not weep again. 

3 Give us, O God, the strength to build 
The City that has stood 
Too long a dream, whose laws are love, 
Whose crown is servanthood, 
And where the sun that shineth is 
God’s grace for human good. 

2 O shame to us who rest content 
While lust and greed for gain 
In street and shop and tenement 
Wring gold from human pain, 
And bitter lips in blind despair 
Cry, "Christ has died in vain." 

4 Already in the mind of God 
That City riseth fair: 
Lo, how its splendour challenges 
The souls that greatly dare— 
Yea, bids us seize the whole of life 
And build its glory there. 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  


