
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
March 27, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Ministry Assistants Today: 

     Lector: Barbara Potts   Intercessor: Carol Jenkins 
 Usher: Richard Woehr  Altar Guild: Cathy Ufheil 

[Silence for prayer and preparation] 
(+standing; ++ sitting; +++ sitting or kneeling as you are able) 

 
Prelude 
+Opening Hymn # 398  I Sing the Almighty Power of God  Hymnal 1982 
        
+Opening Acclamation   

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins 
People:      His mercy endures forever.  

 
Trisagion: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have Mercy upon us (3 times) 
 
+Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray 
 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 

true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may 
live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
++The Lessons  (attached)                Barbara Potts 
Gradual Hymn # 671    Amazing Grace             Hymnal 1982  
+The Gospel 
++Sermon  Forgiveness: A Step Toward Healing and Reconciliation  Rev. Koshy Mathews 
++ Guided Prayer and Confession (attached)       
Absolution 
+An Affirmation of Faith        BCP pg. 358 
+++Prayers of the People - Form III (attached)                    Carol Jenkins        
+The Peace 
++Offertory Hymn  
 
+Holy Communion             Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361 
     
+The Post-Communion Prayer       BCP 365 
+The Blessing  
+Closing Hymn # 657  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   Hymnal 1982 
   
+The Dismissal 
Postlude 
 
 



The Lessons  
 
First Reading – Joshua 5:9-12       
The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that place 
is called Gilgal to this day. 
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth 
day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate the 
produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the 
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan 
that year. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 32 

1  Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

2  Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 
because of my groaning all day long. 

4  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 

5  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 

6  I said," I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." * 
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

7  Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

8  You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

9  "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 

10  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you." 

11  Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 

12  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

 
Second Reading – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from 
a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 



entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 
his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (15:1-3, 11b-32) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
So Jesus told them this parable: 
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few days 
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered 
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout 
that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the 
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 
'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' 
So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 
'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 
But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to 
celebrate. 
"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then 
he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he 
answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord 
All  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
 
 
 
 



Guided Prayer and Confession 
 
+ A Guided Prayer for Healing, Forgiveness and Reconciliation  
(Congregation is invited to breathe deeply, to relax the mind and the body, to sit as comfortably as 
possible; to be open and receptive to God’s grace and mercy during this guided prayer.) 
 
God, in each of our hearts is a locked place like a forgotten room or a dark cupboard, we would prefer 
to forget it, even exists, but inside it are things that won’t stay hidden. Others would never suspect 
that we carry such a place; we guard our faces so no evidence appears, and we keep our lips sealed, 
allowing no escape for the stories of the skeletons in our cupboard. But in the quiet moments, the 
unguarded times of solitude, the doors we struggle to hold shut fly open and the skeletons – these 
living guilts – come out and dance, mocking us and reminding us of our secret shame. Free us from 
the power and the prison of the skeletons in our cupboards, Jesus; teach us that mistakes and 
brokenness and failure are part of creative and bold living. Remind us that what is hidden holds us in 
bondage and cannot be healed; and lead us through our shame to confident joy in you. Let us know 
the touch of your forgiveness and healing, and teach us to pass this acceptance on to others, friends, 
family and strangers who, like us, pretend to be whole while within them, skeletons still dance. 
 
We adore you, O Christ. We praise you, O Christ, because through your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world and saved each of us from our sins. Yes, through your holy cross you have 
forgiven us and loved us even before we know what forgiveness and love were all about. (Silence) 

 
Right now, O Christ, each one of us comes to you seeking help in being a forgiving person. (Silence) 

 
Some of us are having difficulty in being non-judgmental of others, and in forgiving them. We need 
your strength and the willingness to forgive. Help each of us overcome the stubbornness and pride 
that cripples us in so many ways. (Silence) 

 
And now, O Christ, in a mindful, deliberate act of our will, we want to forgive everyone who has 
anything against any of us. 

 
Some of us need to forgive our parents. (Silence) 
Some of us need to forgive our partners, our spouses. (Silence) 
Some of us need to forgive our children. (Silence)              
Some of us need to forgive ourselves for our unkind thoughts of others with whom we don’t 
see eye to eye. (Silence) 
Some of us need to forgive ourselves for not speaking up for, or being silent on things that 
matter. (Silence) 
Some of us need to forgive God, our heavenly Lord. (Silence) 
Some of us need to forgive someone who died before we were reconciled. (Silence) 
Lord, hear our prayers as we pray specifically by name for others whom we need to forgive. 
(Silence) 
 
We now give to you all those persons we have named in forgiveness as well as ourselves. As 
you direct any of us to take tangible action, give us the will to follow through with a phone 
call, a personal letter, an apology, or restitution. (Silence) 
 

 



Prayers of the People - Form III   
 
Celebrant Sisters and brothers in Christ, for the sake of the world that God so loves, let us pray. 
Intercessor Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People  That we all may be one. 
Intercessor  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
Intercessor  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
Intercessor  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.  
People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Intercessor  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake, especially in our search for a new 

rector. 
People God’s compassion does not fail, and his mercy is new every morning.  
Intercessor  Let us pray for healing for Nick, Bill, Bobbi, David, Siobhan, The McHoul Family, Fran, 

Fox, Erika, Connie, Margie, Jerry, Bonnie, Jack, and Barb. (silence) 
                          Let us pray for the healing of all who are suffering from the virus and other diseases. 

Also, for our own needs, and those of others. (silence)  
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Intercessor  Give to the departed eternal rest. We also pray for the souls of all who died in the 

Pandemic. 
People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
Intercessor  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

 
 

 


