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Blessed be God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God’s Kingdom
now and forever. 

Amen.

The Greeting



Let us thank God for the love that holds us in being,
moment by moment, ever welcoming us home.

All: God, our father and mother,
we quieten ourselves to be present
to ourselves, to you and to each other.
We come as we are, sometimes lost,
because we choose our way and not yours,
because we make an outward show of your way,
but without love – and that is not your way.
Thank you for your outrageous love,
always and forever welcoming us home.
Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA: While he was still far off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 

arms around him and kissed him. 
Luke 15.21



All:
On this Mothering Sunday,
we open our hearts before you, faithful God,
bringing those we love, and those we struggle to love,
those we have lost, and those we are afraid of losing.
We bring our tears and our joy,
our disappointments and our hopes.
We bring all that we carry and all that we long to lay 
down – in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Living God,
you do not save us from our mistakes,
but you release us to learn from them.
Thank you for being there
to welcome us back when we have lost our way,
to challenge our resentment when we have lost our grace,
to embrace our need when we have exhausted our self-
sufficiency.
We are so grateful.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration
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Hymn:

Here I Am To Worship

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03G52K9X2hQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03G52K9X2hQ
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Lord, have mercy
Lord have mercy

Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

Lord have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Kyrie Eleison
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Holy God,
holy and mighty,

holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

Trisagion



God of the prodigal and the elder sons,
we are sorry for the times we get lost in our world with no thought for others.
Forgive us and help us to find our way home.
We are sorry when we use our resources selfishly.
Forgive us and help us to find our way home.
We are sorry when we doubt your love, and our pride prevents us from admitting our 
mistakes.
Forgive us and help us to find our way home.
We are sorry when we resent your generosity towards others,
and judge their failures more harshly than our own.
Forgive us and help us to find our way home.
We are sorry when we hurt those we love and abuse their trust.
Forgive us and help us to find our way home.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Preparing for Confession



Introduction to Confession

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 
though we have rebelled and wandered far off.

Silence may be kept.

Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence 
and faith.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to all 
who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set you 
free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Collect prayer

God of compassion,
you are slow to anger, and full of mercy,

welcoming sinners who return to you with penitent hearts:
receive in your loving embrace all who come home to you,

and seat them at your bountiful table,
that, with all your children,

they may feast with delight on all that satisfies
the hungry heart.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Reflection Time



The 1st Reading is from Joshua 5: 2-12

2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites a 
second time.’ 3 So Joshua made flint knives, and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath-
haaraloth. 4 This is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of the 
people who came out of Egypt, all the warriors, had died during the journey through 
the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Although all the people who came 
out had been circumcised, yet all the people born on the journey through the 
wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the 
Israelites travelled for forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the warriors 
who came out of Egypt, perished, not having listened to the voice of the Lord. To them 
the Lord swore that he would not let them see the land that he had sworn to their 
ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So it was their children, 
whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised; for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way.

the reading continues…
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For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

8 When the circumcising of all the nation was done, they remained in 
their places in the camp until they were healed. 9 The Lord said to 
Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.’ And 
so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10 While the Israelites were 
encamped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after 
the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day 
they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.



Psalm 32
1 Blessed are those whose sin is forgiven:

whose iniquity is put away.
2 Blessed are those to whom the Lord imputes no blame:

and in whose spirit there is no guile.
3 For whilst I held my tongue:

my bones wasted away with my daily complaining.
4 Your hand was heavy upon me day and night:

and my moisture was dried up like a drought in summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you:

and my iniquity I did not hide;
6 I said ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’:

and so you forgave the wickedness of my sin.
7 For this cause shall everyone that is faithful

make their prayer to you in the day of trouble:
and in the time of the great water-flood,
it shall not come near them.

the Psalm continues...



8 You are a place to hide me in,
you will preserve me from trouble:
you will surround me with deliverance on every side.

9 ‘I will instruct you, and direct you in the way that you should go:
I will fasten my eye upon you, and give you counsel.

10 ‘Be not like horse or mule, that have no understanding:
whose forward course must be curbed with bit and bridle.’

11 Great tribulations remain for the ungodly:
but whoever puts their trust in the Lord,
mercy embraces them on every side.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and be glad:
and shout for joy, all you that are true of heart.



The 2nd Reading is from St Paul 2 Corinthians 5.16-21

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



All: 

Heavenly Father, give us faith to receive your word, 
understanding to know what it means, 
and the will to put it into practice; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer before the Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 
15:11-32. All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

11 Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between 
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to 
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he 
came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.’ ” 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son 
said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.” 22 But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they 
began to celebrate.

the Gospel continues...
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25 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going 
on. 27 He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has got him back safe and sound.” 28 Then he became angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, 
“Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 31 Then the father said to 
him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate 
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and 
has been found.” ’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Curated by Jamee 

Hymn

‘He Ran To Me' (The Prodigal Son)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FenkAVsGmEQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FenkAVsGmEQ


We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions

God of our families and our friends,
we praise you for those who have inspired us,
for those who have mothered us,
for those who have been patient with us,
for those who have nurtured our faith
and shown us your love.

We give thanks for Blaze Aid and the volunteering work they do with those suffering 
natural disaster, especially in rebuilding Julie and Rays boundary fencing; we give thanks 
for the agencies and neighbours helping victims of war in Ukraine, especially the History 
for Ukraine fundraiser; We give thanks for Natasha and the help she is providing Julie in 
recovery.

All thanks and praise be to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Intercessions
In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy.
O Lord, restore us and make us new.
God of love,
for the softening of our hearts and the opening of our arms;
for generosity that welcomes the lost; for our need of your tenderness to restore our 
failures; for our churches to be renewed in loving and giving; for the courage to lay down our 
lives for one another; for the strength to answer your call to serve others; 
for a new start: we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.

God of love,
for all who carry the scars of conflict, the external and internal signs of pain endured;
for the lost and lonely; the displaced and the dispossessed;
for all whose lives have been broken;
for those in our own community who are suffering; Jordan; Douglas; Sonja and her family in 
Ukraine, that they may feel your presence when they are apart and unable to communicate 
with one another.
for all who wait powerless at the bedside of the ill and the dying: we cry to you; especially 
Ailsa as she cares for June at a distance, may they both feel your peace.
Bring healing and hope.



God of love,
for the needs in our own communities;
for families under pressure; for people struggling with rising bills;
for people in debt and distress who have nowhere to turn;
for all who need to know today they are loved;
for all who are bringing up children amid the pressures of today’s world;
for the sacrifices that form the fabric of parenthood;
and for children and young people facing a future full of challenges: we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.

God of love,
for mothers who are apart from their children;
for all motherless and lost children; for all of us whose mothers have died;
for a parent or parents of a child who has died, and for children without parents;
for all who long for children but are unable to have them;
for all the struggles of family life;
for children far away from home;
for unaccompanied children fleeing fighting;
and for children whose homes are not places of safety and kindness: we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
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God of love
for the places in Ukraine that are now our litany of despair:
for Mariupol, reduced to the ashes of a dead land,
for Chernihiv, Kharkiv, Kherson, for Odessa, Melitopol and Kyiv;
for towns razed to the ground; for communities wiped entirely from the map;
for the besieged, the abducted and the starving;
for motherless children in a war zone; for the injured and the dying and for those who weep by 
their side: we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.

God of love,
for the places in the world that are torn apart by conflict;
for Myanmar, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and Yemen;
for the hungry and the homeless;
for the persecuted and the oppressed;
for all who need safety and shelter;
for those whose rights are denied;
for the places where truth cannot be spoken and where dissenting voices are silenced: we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
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God of love,
for simple pleasures in the midst of challenge and hardship;
for lengthening hours of daylight in the northern hemisphere and cooling 
temperatures in the southern;
for people who lift our burdens, wipe away our tears, share our lives and 
our dreams and call out our best selves; for your faithful presence with 
us through darkness and light, and for a deeper experience of your 
love which shapes us, calls us, rescues us and will bring us home: we cry to 
you.
Bring healing and hope.

In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy.
O Lord, restore us and make us new.
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Prayers composed by Roots on the web

For the silent prayers deep in our hearts that have no words but simply images
held out to you of those we love and those we miss, the suffering and the sick, the lonely and the lost.
We hold them before you naming them aloud or in our hearts...

We pray for those dealing with the effects of cancer; Angela and her family as they deal with a 
recurrence of cancer; Paul and Darhon, especially that the Spring weather will mean relief for Paul's 
inflammation; Don and Carolyn, that treatments will unfold so that Don can return home soon; Heather 
and her family as they continue through treatment; George and Wendy and Kristine as they come to 
terms with recent diagnosis and look to the first steps of treatment for George.

We ask your healing blessings on those with and recovering from Covid: especially Eliza Jane and Claire.

We pray for those recovering from illness or surgery: we hold before you Dixon as he rehabilitates 
after stroke; Julie G as she begins the recovery process after surgery and we hold Jasmine before you 
at the cattery so that she may remain calm. We ask healing for Ruth and that her cough will resolve 
swiftly.

We pray for those fearing more rain in the wake of flood; especially asking movement with insurance for 
those making claims, and for Fleur with resuming transport with vehicles.

Hear our prayers, the offering of our hearts, and bless the ones we lay before you now.



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

• The Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma)

• The Diocese of Willochra: †John Stead; Clergy and People

• The Parish of Bundaberg: Keith Dean-Jones, Kate Ross, 
Norman Wagstaff, Robert Perry

• Anglicare SQ Community Aged & Disability, South Coast



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.
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All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this time of 
social distancing, hold us close in your arms. Comfort those who are 
afraid, enliven those who are bored, give courage to those who are 
distressed, and warm those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. 

Breathe in, with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into 
a new future knowing that you are with us now and await us there. 

In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions



A Personal Prayer for each of us in the Silence

We pray for those who know they have made big mistakes –
may God turn them around (turn round on the spot)
and bring them home.
We pray for those who want to live differently,
but may not know how to change –
may God turn them around (turn round on the spot)
and bring them home.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.



Hymn

Be still for the presence of the Lord

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LM-cut8_yo

Curated by Paul

https://youtu.be/0LM-cut8_yo
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May the blessing of God be with us
as we love and serve one another;

and as we share Christ’s unconditional love –
in the name of God the Creator, Redeemer and Spirit.

Amen

A Benediction



All:
God of outrageous love!
Thank you that we cannot fall out of your love,
no matter what our mistakes,
no matter how mean and grudging our love is.
As you welcome us with ever open arms, enlarge 
our hearts and minds, to serve faithfully and to 
love outrageously!
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in 
him crucified a sure ground for faith, a firm support for 

hope, and the assurance of sin forgiven. Amen.
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Notices

 Cathedral Annual Meeting #2 today at 11.15am on Zoom

 Contemplating the Call with Jan Tyranowski tonight at 6pm –
Worship link

 “Forgiveness – A Lent Study" Study group – this Wednesday 
30th March

 Rev's Julia and Gemma are covering 24th April and 
1st May. Volunteers for rostered roles are welcome – including a 
welcomer for each Sunday!

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web and John Birch

The parable of the prodigal son. V. Kruchkov.


