
“On the Brink of Everything” — 48-08

PAUSE TO CONSIDER: REFLECTIONS ON SESSION #8


Hello, dear friends,

It is at this time that I start feeling sad that the preparation for Book Study is virtually 
drawing to a close. Whatever will I do with my spare time? (Joke!) I know Carrie 
Newcomer is my new favourite singer. It was ironic that the words of the lyrics that I 
‘control copied’ used the word ‘worth’ rather than ‘words’. Here are the correct ones: 


To words and how they live between us 
To us and how we live between the words 

1. Speaking of music, the theme song and video, “On the Brink of Everything” is so 
very beautiful. I love the videos. And…. I particularly loved the video that Frans 
discovered — A Sobering Perspective. He found it by chance and together we were 
able to include it in the pdf that is uploaded to sduc.ca on the MINISTRIES/Adult 
Spiritual Development Ministry page. Thank you, Frans. If you wish you can watch 
it again/share it as part of the pdf for 48-09 session. We look forward to Ken’s 
summative opening next week and Sheryl has offered to Close our 48th session. 


2. We will have to consider our format for fall. We hope that you come next Monday 
with suggestions of good reads that we might use for our 49th session. I know that 
I have enjoyed being able to come with ease on Monday night from home, however 
I have missed Marlene’s wonderful hospitality snack time, too as we met in the 
Tatanga Mani room.  We are open to suggestions as we move forward.


3. Speaking of moving forward, I was chatting with Nancy Wilson (She and Dick are 
co-presidents of the SDUC Friendship Group and at the March meeting on ZOOM, 
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they welcomed 11 visitors from Northminster to their evening’s program. Northminster 
has a Christian Education Committee that works with their congregation and, of 
course, we have ACTS (Adult Spiritual Development Ministry. As we come together, we 
might share resources in new and wonderful ways. Northminster will be joining us on 
May 1, 2022 with Rev. Nancy Nourse presiding. We have really celebrated our own 
Pastoral Care Minister’s leadership during this time of transition. Thank you, Amy!


4. Amy’s service last week drew upon Jesus’ parable of the Barren Fig tree from Luke 
13: 1-9. Each of her services during Lent have featured cover artists whose works 
are intriguing and need a meditational look see. Here they are: 





5. Housekeeping: We chatted about the Youtube Sunday morning for worship service 
Lent III which was quite compromised. I just had a chat with our video consultant, 
Allan Buckingham (Rundle United in Banff). Deb sent am a copy of our service and 
he agrees that it sounds like the sound board on the computer is unhappy. He 
hopes to come into town on Thursday to trouble shoot the problem. P.S. Deb 
worked until 4 p.m. trying to figure out what was the problem on line. Word is that 
the 35 devices connected to the service were able to view the livestream however, 
the buzzing, echoing sound was most annoying. We appreciated your patience as 
you persevered throughout and stayed with us. For those who may have missed 
hearing Amy’s Reflection, it is in text format on sduc.ca/Sermons/March 20.


 

6. The Ukrainian Fundraiser on Sunday evening was very well attended — both by St. 
Davidians and supporters and friends of the Canada Ukraine Foundation sponsoring 
the group. Very talented musicians shared their gift of music with us. A very successful 
evening. 


 7.  Last night Wayne’s opening question asked, “What is eternal life?” His reflection, 
of course, came from the title of the Chapter — “Over the Edge: Where we go when we 
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die” — and Wayne elected to deal with issues like preparing for the afterlife, what it 
means to be fully present, here and now, showing up as our true selves, wholeness, 
aging with integrity and embracing our brokenness. 


Special time was given to Palmer’s three insights offered in Fierce with Reality, the 
first essay he shared with us: Reaching out to the younger generation, Moving toward 
whatever we fear and Spending as much time as possible in the natural world, for it is 
here that we witness resurrection.


In 2001 as David and I were driving home from California where we had spent the 
winter of 2000-2001 we had a layover awaiting our boat to be trailored to Tacoma. We 
saw a sign along the I5 that invited us to visit the site of the Mt. St. Helen’s volcanic 
eruption in 1980. That weekend twenty years earlier, we had been sailing at Little Bow 
Provincial Park - McGregor Lake in Southern Alberta and when we returned to our car 
we discovered that it was covered in a gray ashy substance. Of course, we were out of 
communication and had not heard about the volcano erupting and the devastation that 
was being realized. Anyway, in 2001 we headed east from the I5 and were absolutely 
amazed with what we saw. 


There were three observation stations along the way; each told a different element of 
the story with a guide and incredible pictures. As we neared the summit, after visiting 
the first and second observation site, we were guided into a large oval shaped room 
with heavy black drapes along one side. Here the story of the eruption was continued 
and the devastation which had killed many and totally destroyed the area in a 10 mile 
radius was demonstrated on video. A lake literally picked up and moved. Huge 
boulders found miles away. And then they opened the curtains to a resurrected view of 
nature as it had healed itself over 20+ years. The resident elk and deer, along with 
smaller creatures, for which the mountain was home had been decimated. The 
survivors had to leave to find food but bit by bit they started to return home. Nature 
took its course … their digestive systems left behind seeds which sprouted and 
became dandelions, red alder, blackberries to begin with. Twenty years later, as we 
viewed it that day,  the site was a field of colour, rich with flora, beautiful to behold. It 
was Resurrection just like that described by Palmer of his beloved retreat along the 
Canadian border which had been leveled by storm and fire and soon it was returned to 
new life. Same matter but different form. 


The pictures on the top of the slide asking”What does it mean to witness resurrection 
in nature?” features the aftermath of the volcano in 1980 and the bottom the fields of 
flowers that were soon to cover the site. President Jimmy Carter declared the area as a 
Conservation Zone never to be redeveloped. It was left to nature and nature healed 
itself. 


8. Wayne talked about glimpses of Heaven while on earth and stressed the importance 
of honouring death as we live. He concluded with Julian of Norwich’s quote: “All shall 
be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” Last night he 
mentioned our dear friend, Marjorie Gibson, and her assessment of afterlife and the 
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quote of Julian Norwich was a favourite of another of our dear friends of Monday Night 
Book Study, Thelma Thompson.


9. Our Break Out Room time (25 minutes last night) offered lots of opportunity to 
explore the forces of death and living. We could spend a long time considering these 
topics only to begin again as we grow in wisdom and age. 


What is eternal life?  

Three insights: reaching out, moving toward, nature’s importance


Fierce Reality, Thin Places — Glimpse of Heaven on earth 

Doubting Moments — Cycles of Faith — embracing our brokenness


Br. David Steindl-Rast/ Rule of Benedictine—keeping death before us always. Ways of 
Knowing? (Intellectually / Experentially) Being Fully Present? Being our “True Selves”


10. You might want to listen to Br. David Steindl-Rast’s review of his life as a 
Benedictine Monk. It begins with a meditative chant and a reference to the Rule of St. 
Benedictine. If you research him online, you will find awesome video. 


11. Check out OVERVIEW subpage on MINISTRIES/ADULTSPIRITUALDEVELOPMENT 
page if you wish to review many of our previous book studies or last night’s 
powerpoint/pdf keynote. 


Bible Study on Thursday mornings on ZOOM at 10 a.m. is on I Corinthians. Chapters 
14-15
Amy’s Wednesday Morning pastoral care session at 10:00 a.m. is a very welcoming 
place to be Wednesday morning. 

12. Some links you might like:	  https://couragerenewal.org/wpccr/parker/videos/ ,


	 	 	 	 	 On Being Project: https://onbeing.org


	 	 	 	 	 https//www.newcomerpalmer.com/home	 


	 	 	 	 	 sduc.ca


Thoughtfully yours, have a great week and come to share your conclusions of our book 
and to dream of possibilities for this fall.


Brenda 402 510 1993
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