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Major Laurence Richard Hawkins, Jr 
 

Born 

March 5, 1932 

Toledo, Ohio 

 

Died 

March 3, 2022 

Monterey, California 

 

Interred with Full Military Honors 

Friday, March 25, 2022 

11:00am 

California Central Coast Veterans Cemetery 

2900 Parker Flats Rd, Seaside, California 

 

Memorial Service 

Friday, March 25, 2022 

2:00pm 

St Timothy Lutheran Church 

52 Soledad Dr, Monterey, California 

 

Clergy Officiating 

Rev. Anthony Rhodes 

 

Musicians 

Desma Johnson, piano 

Bob Johannsen, trumpet 

Michel D'Avenas, bagpipes 
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PRELUDE       Desma Johnson 

GATHERING SONG     Desma Johnson 

        Bob Johannsen 

 

Going Home 

Lyrics by Annie Haslam 

Musical theme by Antonin Dvorak 

 

Going home, going home,  

I'm just going home. 

Quiet light, some still day, 

I'm just going home. 

 

It's not far, just close by - through an open door; 

Work all done, care laid by, going to fear no more. 

 

Mother's there, expecting me, 

Father's waiting, too. 

Lots of folks gathered there - all the friends I knew. 

All the friends I knew! 

 

Nothing's lost, all is gain, 

No more fret nor pain. 

No more stumbling on the way, 

No more longing for the day, 

Going to roam no more! 
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Morning Star lights the way; 

Restless dream all done; 

Shadows gone, break of day, 

Real life begun. 

 

There's no break, there's no end. 

Just a living on. 

Wide awake with a smile, 

Going on and on. 

 

It's not far, just close by - through an open door; 

Work all done, care laid by, going to fear no more. 

 

I'm just going home. 

I'm just going home! 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Pastor:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

source of all mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in 
all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the 

consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

  

(You may stand) 

THANKSGIVING FOR  BAPTISM 

Pastor:  All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In his 
baptism, Larry was clothed with Christ. In the day of Christ's coming, 

she shall be clothed with glory. 

  

Pastor:  Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from 

the dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 

People:  We glorify you. 
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Pastor:  Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death 

for all humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, 

we praise you. 

People: We praise you. 

  

Pastor:  Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who 

sorrow, our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 

People: We worship you. 

  

Pastor:  To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.  

All: Amen. 

  

 

GREETING 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today Laurence 
Hawkins. We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a 
companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, 

console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may 

live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

All:  Amen 

  

(Please be seated)  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 40:28-29, 31 

  

28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, 

and strengthens the powerless. 
31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,  

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

  

After the reading:  Word of God, word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand) 

GOSPEL READING     John 14:1-6a 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to John. 

People:  Alleluia.  Jesus Christ is the firstborn from the dead; to 
him be glory and power forever and ever.  Alleluia.  

  

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And 

you know the way to the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life.” 
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After the reading: The gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

(Please be seated) 

 

REMEMBRANCES 

Those gathered are invited to offer brief words of comfort 

 

MESSAGE       Rev. Anthony Rhodes 

 

PIPER'S HYMN      Michel D'Avenas 

 

 Amazing Grace  Verses 1 & 3  

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

Assisting Minister: With the whole church, let us confess  

our faith. 

All: I believe in God the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

       he descended to the dead. 

       On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the  dead. 

  

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy christian church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  

COMMENDATION 

Pastor:  Let us commend Larry to the mercy of God, our maker and 

redeemer.  

(Silence is kept) 

Pastor:  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant 
Laurence Hawkins. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of 
your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 

redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in 

light. 

All:   Amen.  
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PIPER'S SONG                Michel D'Avenas 

 

A Scottish Soldier 

Lyrics by Andy M. Stewart, to the tune 'Green Hills of Tyrol' 

 

There was a soldier, a Scottish soldier, 

Who wandered far away, and soldiered far away, 

There was none bolder, with good broad shoulder, 

He's fought in many a fray, and fought and won. 

 

He's seen the glory, he told the story  

Of battles glorious, and deeds victorious, 

But now he's sighing, his heart is crying  

To leave those green hills of Tyrol. 

 

[Chorus]: 

Because these green hills  

Are not Highland hills 

Or the island hills, 

They're not my land's hills. 

And fair as these green foreign hills may be, 

They are not the hills of home. 

 

And now this soldier, this Scottish soldier, 

Who wandered far away, and soldiered far away, 

Sees leaves are falling, and death is calling, 

And he will fade away in that far land. 
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He's called his piper, and bade him sound a lay, 

A pi-broch sad to play, 

Upon a hillside, a Scottish hillside, 

Not on these green hills of Tyrol. 

 

[Repeat Chorus] 

 

And now this soldier, this Scottish soldier, 

Will wander far no more, and soldier far no more, 

And on a hillside, a Scottish hillside, 

You'll see a piper play his soldier home. 

 

He's seen the glory, he's told the story  

Of battles glorious and deeds victorious, 

The bugles cease now, he is at peace now, 

Far from those green hills of Tyrol. 

 

 

BENEDICTION                              Luke 2:29-32  

 

29  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 

word; 

30  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

31  Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

32  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Medley of Traditional Scottish Bagpipe Tunes  

  Michel D'Avenas 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
With One Voice Setting Five. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Notes and Cards may be sent to: 

 

The Family of Laurence R Hawkins, Jr 

1875 Abraham Ct 

Seaside, CA    93955 

 

 

 

Gifts and Donations may be made to: 

 

Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula 

700 Jewell Ave 

Pacific Grove, CA   93950 

 

 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Monterey County 

1332 La Salle Ave 

Seaside, CA   93955 

 

or 

 

Your Favorite Charity 
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1932 - 2022 

 

"Larry" Hawkins, as he was known for the majority of his life, passed 

away peacefully and quietly in the early morning hours of March 3, 
2022, at Community Hospital in Monterey, California, lovingly attended 
by both of his children.  His was a well-lived life, and he will be missed 

dearly. 

 

Born in Toledo, Ohio, he was the eldest child of Laurence Richard 
Hawkins and Martha Lucille (Harvey) Hawkins. At the time, his father 

was the director of Camp Miakonda, a well-known and respected Boy 
Scout camp facility in Sylvania, Ohio, and his mother was a school 
teacher.  Young Larry, sturdy and full of 

mischievous fun, would sport his own 
little "Scout" uniforms until he was old 

enough to earn and wear the real thing.   

 

In time, a younger sister, Marti, was 
added to the family and they all relocated 
to Illinois for several years, when Larry's 

father became an area executive director 
for the Boy Scouts of America.  But with 

the end of the Great Depression and the 
United States' subsequent entry into 
WWII, the family returned to Toledo for 

good in 1944. 

 

Larry would go on to attend Glann 
Elementary School and Burnham High 

School, and remained active in scouting, before shifting gears to become 
a college student at Toledo University.  And it was at Toledo University 
that various mentors would guide him down paths that would lead to 

the next change of uniform for him...a career as a U.S. Army officer. 
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Initially, he was encouraged to use his sharp wit, sense of humor, and 

interest in politics to pursue journalism, and quickly became managing 
editor of the university's student newspaper, The Collegian.  But it was 

at the urging of a former high school classmate that he decided to also 
give the university's US Army ROTC program a try in his junior year.  
Two years later, he would graduate with a Bachelor's degree in 

Journalism and a set of shiny new 2nd Lieutenant's bars. 

 

During those same two 
years, he would also meet, 

court, and win the heart of 
his future wife, Barbara 
Anne Soule, who was 

pursuing a mathematics 
degree at Toledo University.   

So, on a hot, sunny 
Saturday in June of 1954, 
Larry and his new bride ran 

the traditional arched 
gauntlet of crossed swords 

wielded by his uniformed 
groomsmen, outside 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

in Toledo, Ohio.  Thus 
began the 20-year military 
career of a young man who 

would come to love the 
Army as much as he loved 

his country...a true American soldier. 

The following summer, Larry & Barbara's first child, a daughter named 
Ann Louise, would be born on a sweltering afternoon in early July, at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama.  Less than three years later, their son, 

Laurence R Hawkins, III, made his appearance in early February, at the 

Army hospital in Vicenza, Italy.   
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Future postings would include Ft. Benning, Georgia; the University of 

Richmond in Virginia; Seoul, South Korea; Ft Sheridan, Illinois; South 
Vietnam (Saigon); Ft Ord, California; and South Vietnam (Mekong River 

Delta).  During this time, he received the Bronze Star, the Army 
Commendation Medal, the Army Meritorious Service medal, as well as 

several other badges, before retiring as a Major in 1974. 

 

It was also during those final years of military service at Ft Ord that he 

decided to attend Monterey Peninsula College part-time to hone and 
expand his amateur photography hobby.  Discovering an affinity for 

black-and-white photography, he spent many happy hours acquiring 
equipment and improving his darkroom skills, traveling all over 
Monterey County and other parts of California to capture its wealth of 

unique and varied subjects, and entering his best at the Monterey 

County Fair.  

 

Upon his military retirement, Larry & Barbara bought their first and 

forever house in Seaside, California, having decided that the Monterey 
Peninsula was "home"...boasting a climate that included no snow, no 
mosquitoes, and no hurricanes or tornados!  At this time, Larry also 

began his new career in the Civil Service, where he continued to work in 
a civilian capacity at Ft Ord until it was decommissioned.  During this 
period, he was awarded the prestigious Commanders Award for Civilian 

Service Medal, and began to develop new avenues of community service 
that would eventually provide him a third and final "career" after his 

retirement from the Civil Service in 1994. 

 

These activities included joining the Seaside Rotary Club, the American 
Planning Commission, the Seaside Civic League, and the Scottish 
Society of Monterey, as well as serving on the City of Seaside Planning 

Commission and the Monterey County Planning Commission. 
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This time period also included the marriages of his two children and the 

subsequent arrivals of his three grandchildren, Katie, Ryan, and Kaden.  
A proud father and grandfather, he could be counted on to provide his 

own unique brand of support for all their various endeavors, 

accomplishments, and important life events.   

 

Ultimately, Larry continued to enjoy every moment of his life, and strove 
to stay active and busy.  He would often be seen wandering the back 

roads and trails of Monterey County with his trusty camera strapped 
around his neck.  And in his later years, the camera was replaced by his 

favorite sweater (knitted decades before by his wife, Barbara, and still a 
bright red) as he walked the neighborhood streets around their home in 
Seaside.  He became a familiar sight on these daily walks, and everyone 

knew and watched out for the "man in the red sweater". 

  

He also faithfully followed his favorite sports teams (including those of 
his grandchildren, attending as many of their games as humanly 

possible).  He read extensively, enjoyed bagpipe music and marching 
bands, and still watched The Today Show every single morning.  Reruns 
of Gunsmoke and M.A.S.H. became daily favorites, and we could count 

on reminiscences and stories to surface during these viewings for the 
telling and retelling.  He also wrote letters to the editor and exchanged 
spirited emails with gusto.  He was never afraid to stand up for what he 

thought was right or fair, and eagerly volunteered his time and 
resources to various projects sponsored by the Seaside Rotary Club, the 

City of Seaside, and St Timothy Lutheran Church in Monterey. 

 

Larry is now survived by his daughter, Ann L. Watkins & son-in-law, 
Eric J. Watkins; son, Laurence R. Hawkins III & daughter-in-law, Mary 
S. Hawkins; granddaughter, Katie N. Logan & her husband, Matthew J. 

Logan; grandson, Ryan C. Clark & his wife, Calanthea (Callie) S. Clark; 
grandson, Kaden G. Watkins; great-grandsons, Jamison D. Clark; 

Connor A. Logan, Jackson R. Logan, and Aries D. Clark; and one 

surviving cousin, Doris A. Hughes.  
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A Fallen Limb 

 

A limb has fallen from the family tree. 

I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me." 

 

Remember the best times, the laughter, the song. 

The good life I lived while I was strong. 

 

Continue my heritage, I’m counting on you. 

Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through. 

My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest. 

Remembering all, how I truly was blessed. 

 

Continue traditions, no matter how small 

Go on with your life, don’t worry about falls. 

I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin 

Until the day comes 

We’re together again. 

 

(Author Unknown) 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 


