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Winter has finally arrived, and our gardens are 
sleeping soundly under their white blankets of 
snow.  We, however, worried about Covid, may not 
be doing the same.  Take heart from the extra 
minutes of daylight we are building, and the 
protection our booster shots are providing.  


In this issue of News & Views you’ll find some 
great photos of Iqaluit sent by Father Chris Dow; if 
nothing else we should feel warmer by 
comparison!


Not everyone in the parish gets our eblast and 
other web-based communications.  If you are 
feeling left out, or have suggestions for ways we 
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can strengthen our parish ties, please fill out the 
enclosed questionnaire and send it in.


The Leadership Team is getting ready for Vestry; 
planning in these uncertain times calls for a 
supersized dose of faith! If you have been asked to 
serve St. James in some capacity - please give it 
prayerful consideration.  Your church needs you!


If you are able, don’t forget to take advantage of 
what St. James is offering right now - including 
worship services via Zoom and Livestream (soon, 
we hope); Thursday night prayers, and Friday 
morning Lectio Divina with Mother Michelle.


Stay warm!  — Diane


February 2022
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A word or two from Michelle
that his inner strength comes from “the one who 
strengthens me”.  Paul often speaks of the energy 
or power he found welling up inside of himself.  
And he is always quick to declare that it all comes 
from God.  Think of the things Paul accomplished 
in such a short time in those early years of the 
church.  Paul also faced difficulties and troubles 
like any human Christian.  His secret to success:  
deep down in his bones Paul was convinced that 
the God he knew in Jesus the Messiah enabled 
him to face everything with a strength that came 
from outside of himself.

Friends, we find ourselves in the thick of “the 
winter of our discontent”.  Literally and figuratively!  
We have fluctuated over the past two months 
from enjoying warmer than normal temps to 
struggling with the VERY cold.  We have had the 
biggest dumping of snow in recent history.  
COVID has thrown all of humanity into a season 
of harsh winds and scarcity.  Polarization of 
confidence in the vaccine and our government 
has brought civil unrest to our once peaceful 
nation.  Yet by God’s grace we have faith in our 
Creator’s constant presence and care for us.  Let 
us continue to feed on this Divine Love.  In this 
harsh season where hands and hearts have a 
tendency to go numb, may God’s Holy Spirit 
nourish, strengthen, and sustain us. 

I can do all things through him                          
who strengthens me.

(Philippians 4: 13 NRSV)

I looked outside my kitchen window on an 
extremely cold morning a few weeks ago.  There 
was a strong wind blowing snow across the back 
deck.  So strong that the bird feeders were 
swinging and the little feathered guests seemed 
to be holding on for dear life as they frantically 
picked away at seed.  Snow blew in the tiny 
faces whenever they came up for air.  As I stood 
sipping my latte I marvelled at their tenacity and 
wondered how on earth had they ever survived 
the night!  And did they know that this feast of 
“Premium Mix” was due to God’s care and my 
generosity?  

When Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians, he 
had been in prison for a long time.  Suddenly, 
Epaphroditus arrives from Philippi bringing news 
of how the church, in the face of suffering and 
various difficulties, remained firmly loyal to Jesus 
and still deeply grateful to Paul for bringing the 
gospel to them.  As a token of gratitude, they 
were now sending him a gift of money.  In return 
Paul writes a thank you letter.  And his gratitude 
to the church members of Philippi is great.  For in 
Paul’s day – if you found yourself in prison your 
food and drink were supplied solely by friends 
and family.  There was no such thing as public 
funding for the needs of prisoners.  

While Paul’s letter to the Philippians conveys 
gratitude, it also is a message of dependence on 
the graciousness of God.  Paul is quick to say 
that even through he has deep gratitude for their 
generosity, it does not mean that he has been 
moaning to God for not being kept well supplied.  
Rather, God has put Paul through a tough school 
in which he has learned to be content.  Paul’s 
contentment was not born out of self-sufficiency 
(a growing trend of thought in first century 
Hellenistic culture).  Rather – Paul’s confession is 
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Are we connected?
Remember Lily Tomlin’s character the 
telephone operator?  “Is the party to whom I 
am speaking?”  Sometimes we think we are 
making a connection but our efforts fall flat.


During Covid we have relied on electronic 
communication for much of our information 
sharing.  This includes use of personal email, 
posting information on the website and 
facebook, and using Zoom for meetings and 
some services.


But where does this leave people who 
either chose not to be connected this way, 
or cannot because of a lack of equipment, 
lack of skills or other reason?  


Sadly, it leaves them ‘out of the loop’.   The 
Leadership team would like to know how 
many people fall into this category, and have 
come up with a few questions to try to 
determine how to move forward.  That’s why 
this issue of News and Views is being mailed 
to everyone on the parish mailing list.


Please take a moment to answer these 
questions, and tear this page out (after 
reading the rest of the newsletter!).  You can 
put it in an envelope and mail it in, or drop it 
off at the church in the outside mail box.


And please remember that Lori is in the 
office Tuesday and Thursdays from 9 am to 1 
pm, and would love to talk to you.  If you 
have questions or would like information, just 
call her at 905-584-9635.  Feel free to call 
anytime and leave a message.


And don’t forget if you move, change a 
phone number or email, PLEASE let us know.


One of the best things to come out of Covid 
has been our parish calling team. Thank you 
for your personal connection with the 
members of our parish family.  It has made a 
difference! 


1).  I use my computer/phone/other device to 
get information from the St. James website. 

ALWAYS	      Sometimes         	 NEVER


2). I have the necessary equipment, 
knowledge and internet connection. 

YES	 	    Sometimes	 	 NO


3).  I would be interested if there was more 
help or equipment available. 

YES	 	        Maybe	 	 NO


4). I like the twice weekly eblast which comes 
as an email. 

YES	 	 	 	 	 NO


5). If you answered no to question 4, would 
you prefer to just get one email a week? 

YES	 	 	 	 	 NO


6). If you don’t use a computer/phone/device, 
what is the best way to get information to 
you? 

_______________________________________


7).  Are you comfortable with Zoom and know 
where to look for the link? 

YES	               Sometimes	 	 NO


8). Do you enjoy Livestream via YouTube when 
it is available? 

YES                    Sometimes               NO


9). When we worship in-person, do you use 
the pew bulletin as a source of information? 

YES                    Sometimes	           NO 
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Caring for others  - Valerie Jones  
2021 was an amazing year for Outreach at St. James.  
A full review of the year’s projects is contained in the 
Vestry booklet, and will be posted on our website.


Throughout the year the Committee made 
donations including:


• $500 to The Yonge Street Mission  

• over $1000 was given by parishioners and then 
donated to support the Choices, the Bridge and 
Elizabeth Fry organizations


• $1250 to Caledon Community Services 


We recognized Indigenous Heritage Month; 
Howard Jones gave a sermon presentation on 
water supply problems in communities in 
northern Ontario; after that, generous 
parishioners donated $750 toward an upcoming 
Living Water project (included in $1750 Advent 
Conspiracy Campaign listed below).


Faithworks campaign – envelopes were mailed to 
parishioners; over $1600 was donated through 
our church and $300 directly to Faithworks 
website.


A group of parishioners called ‘Earth Angels’ was 
set up; 10 volunteers who have offered to help 
others in our church community when needed; 
parishioners should phone the church office to 
ask for assistance, or to recommend assistance 
for someone, with the following: meals or grocery 
delivery after an operation, during illness, during 
bereavement and other difficult times; 
transportation to appointments or church; baked 
goods; visits; phone calls.


We continued to support Creating Smiles, 
Changing Hearts, a charity which makes and 
collects items for gift boxes that are distributed to 
children in need around the world. Elizabeth 
Morton has been regularly taking goods to this 
charity in Kitchener. 


Phone volunteers Ruth Sowrey, Valerie Jones, 
Muriel Jackson and Gill Lawrie have phoned 
parishioners to keep in touch, find out how they 
are or update them on parish events. We are 
pleased to welcome four new phone volunteers 
for 2022: Barbara Graham, Donna Roberts, 
Cosette Pathak and Elizabeth Morton! 

Our foster child, Miguel Pol Gomez, through the Arms 
of Jesus in Guatemala has chosen to leave school and 
no longer needs our assistance. We will be determining 
whether to sponsor another child in Guatemala, in 
Canada, or in another part of the world. 

The Advent tree and tags were put up by Trudy and 
Gill; presents were sorted by Robin Holder;  Elizabeth 
Morton delivered gifts to Choices, Trudy delivered to 
the Bridge and Elizabeth Fry came to pick  up their 
gifts. Thank you to the many parishioners took tree 
tags home, went shopping and brought back gift bags 
for the men and women at Choices, the Bridge and 
Elizabeth Fry.  Also during Advent, cookies were baked 
by Muriel, Sue, Jonathan and Diane; cookie tins were 
delivered to 9 parishioners by David Finch, Muriel, Sue 
and Jonathan, Howard and Valerie; again, an amazing 
group effort to brighten Christmas for others and to let 
them know that we care about them.


As part of the Advent Conspiracy Campaign, many 
parishioners donated to the Mishamikoweesh Water 
Partnership in Northern Ontario through the Primate’s 
World Relief and Development Fund. People gave 
donation gift cards to family members and friends in 
lieu of, or in addition to, bought gifts. Valerie and 
Howard, with Lori’s expert assistance, coordinated this. 
$1750 was raised for this Water project in 2021 through 
St. James donations and a cheque sent to PWRDF. The 
actual amount donated is higher because we have no 
record of what people donated directly on the PWRDF 
website. Thank you, everyone.

Caring For Others, Here, Near and Far 

Following the teachings and example of 
Jesus Christ, we will endeavour to help 
those in need Here in our Parish family 
and in our community, those Near our 

community and those who live in Canada 
or in other parts of the world Far away. 

 We will also advocate for an equitable 
distribution of resources among members 

of our society. 
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Missing St. James?

The view from Iqaluit!

Dear St. James:

We've settled in well to Iqaluit and really love it 
here! Nunavut went into a strict COVID lockdown 
just after we arrived, so it was back to online 
worship services - not so different from the last two 
years at St. James! 

Chris has been enjoying walks out on the beautiful 
land of Baffin Island. The photo of him with the 
beard icicle has a St. James connection: the great 
wolf fur hat he’s wearing was a gift from Heather 
Whittier and the parka belonged to Hal Graham, a 
very touching gift from Barb. 

Thank you so much to the entire parish your 
generous financial gift, which really helped in 
contributing to some of our costs in setting up our 
new home. 

Much love,

Amy, Chris, Clara, Abigail and Hannah

PS: photo with the girls was taken in December, at 
sunset … around 1:30 pm!
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Office Phone:           
905-584-9635


Visit:

Tue. - Thur.: 9 - 1 pm


Rev. Michelle’s email:

Priest-stjames 

caledoneast@toronto.
anglican.ca


Facebook:

St. James Anglican 

Church, Caledon East

(you don’t need a 

Facebook account to 
see the page)


Web:

stjamescaledoneast.ca


The website has 
current information on:


Upcoming services 
and how to access 

them, how to donate 
to the church and


links to special events.


Mail:

6025 Old Church 

Road, 

Caledon East ON      

L7C 1H8


Stay in touch

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
The Rev. Michelle Jones, the Rev. Heather Stevenson and the 
Rev. Emma Pipes led a community prayer service on Zoom 
and recorded a special intercessory prayer which was used at 
St. James, Caledon East United Church and Knox Church, 
Caledon. Our faith community is enriched by the gifts of these 
ministers and we look forward to hearing more from them.

Type to enter text

Church word find - 13 things you can find in a 
church - vertical, horizontal or diagonal.  Answers 
next newsletter!
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