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I think one of the greatest human experiences is knowing that another person you love, loves you.  It 

can put a spring in your step.  It can bring comfort knowing they await you at home.  You can look forward 

to debriefing the day or talking through events.  Such love can keep us going when times get tough.  A 

person who loves us can give us courage and strength. 

I think one of the worst human experiences is doubting whether another person you love, still loves 

you.  If you are in a relationship and doubt your partner’s love, It can drain you emotionally and consume 

your thoughts.  It can hinder future thinking or dreaming together.  It can destabilize your life.  If you are 

a child and doubt your parent’s love, it can lead to lifelong issues.   

In some ways, love doubts is not surprising.  We live in a fallen world with people who sin and fail.  

We have to recover from broken trust and actions that cause us to question another’s love.   Yet 

sometimes we might transfer our love doubt onto God.  We might look at our lives and conclude God’s 

love has come to an end.  Or we might look at our experiences with broken love and conclude “God acts 

just like that.”    

But the good news today is that God offers us a totally different love.  God offers a love that no human 

can imitate.  God’s love will never fail or run out.   When we know such love; when we are certain of 

God’s consistent love and faithfulness, it can give us security and confidence for anything we face in life.   

Today, we will see such love offered by Jesus.  The idea that Jesus loves us is no surprise.  We may 

know the kid’s song, “Jesus loves me.”  But we’re going to see something different about His love in the 

text we’re looking at today.  I pray that you will see and experience the deep love Christ has for you so 

you leave with greater courage, comfort and strength.  Please find John 13 in your Bibles or on your 

devices.  If you’re here with us in person, it’s on page 762 in the Bibles we have for you.    

 
 
 



  

John 13:1-20 (ESV)   
13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's 
son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you 
have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said 
to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you 
are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture 
will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, 
before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the 
one who sent me.” 

 

 The Gospel of John gives us the longest account of Jesus and the disciples at the Last Supper.  

We find here episodes and teaching contained in no other gospel.  John takes 5 chapters to recount 

some of what happened.  John 13:1 introduces this section and contains Jesus heart for us.   

 It says-   Jesus knows that the time for his arrest, crucifixion and death have come.  That would 

lead to His resurrection and ultimate return to His Father in heaven.  Then verse 1 talking about Jesus’ 

love.   

 “Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.”  What is Jesus’ heart 

for us?  Jesus loved us to the end.   But what does that mean?  Jesus loved us to the end of what?  

Well it could mean to the end of his life – so that’s a temporal or time focused love.  Or it could refer to 

the farthest end of love. Some Bible translations show this.  The NIV says, “He showed them the full 



  

extent of his love.”  He loved us to the uttermost.  He loved us completely.  We might even say He loved 

us to the furthest extremity of love.   

 Jesus fulfilled both of these possibilities.  He loved us to the end of His life.  He also loved us to 

the uttermost or furthest extent.  I think it likely John aims for the second meaning.    So how does Jesus 

show this love to the uttermost?  John immediately answer that question by describing an event at the 

Last Supper. 

   Verse 2 tells us that they were eating and the devil had already put it into Judas’ heart to betray 

Jesus.  So Judas is there.  Then in verse 3, John reviews what Jesus firmly knew.  He knew His Father 

had given all things into His hands.  So Jesus would receive supremacy over everything in the universe.  

Jesus also knew that He had come from God and was going back to God.  So Jesus is God the Son 

going back to His Father.   He has received the status of supremacy over all things and He is God.  So 

He will have the highest position in the universe.  Yet He will get up and perform the lowest duty.   

He gets up from the table.  He lays aside his outer garments.  He gets a towel and a basin of 

water.  He begins washing his disciple’s feet with the water and wipes them with the towel.  Now this 

doesn’t mean much to us today because we don’t do this.  But they lived in a hot, dry climate.  They 

walked everywhere on dusty and dirty roads.  They wore sandals all the time.  So their feet inevitably got 

dirty.  To enter into someone’s home, you not only took off your shoes, you needed your feet washed.  It 

would be like someone coming into your house after having spent the day in the garden or at a 

construction site wearing sandals or flip flops.  Their feet would be filthy.  Would you want them to walk 

all over your carpet or on your floors?   

 So it was customary for a host to provide foot washing for their guests.  But it was very unlikely 

that the host actually washed their guest’s feet.  The lowest slave did that.  After all, it’s kind of a dirty job.  

Would you want to wash the dirty feet of people who had walked on a dusty road?  If it was a Jewish 

home one more social role governed foot washing.  A Jewish would not have a Jewish slave do foot 

washing.  They had to be a non-Jewish slave since it was believed washing feet was beneath the dignity 

of even Jewish slaves.     



  

 The disciples have come to this Last Supper and no one looked after the foot washing.  In what 

must have been shocked silence, Jesus himself gets up to do it.  Jesus proceeds to wash the disciple’s 

feet.  This would include Judas’ feet for he is still there.  Then Jesus arrives at Peter who cannot bear 

this breach of protocol.  So he speaks.   “Lord, do you wash my feet?”  Jesus responds, “You don’t 

understand what I’m doing now, but afterword you will.”  Yet Peter has no category for the Messiah, 

washing feet.  So he refuses the Lord’s offer.  Verse 8.  “You shall never wash my feet.”   

 Peter speaks out of respect and observing protocol.  He believes It’s wrong for the supreme Lord 

of the universe to wash the dirty feet of the disciples.  But Jesus responds, “If I do not wash you, you 

have no part of me.”  Now this does not mean that there was something magical in the water.  Jesus 

must be speaking about something more here.  To Peter’s credit, he immediately trusts Jesus.  He wants 

to be part of Jesus.  He jumps in with both feet.  So he reverses his position and exclaims, “Lord, not my 

feet only but also my hands and feet!”   

 Then Jesus explains a little more.  He basically says, “No Peter, you don’t need your hands and 

head washed in addition to your feet.   Why?  Verse 10. “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, 

except for his feet, but is completely clean.  And you are clean, but not every one of you.”  So Jesus has 

moved beyond just talking about literal water here.  He says those who have bathed do not need to bathe 

again in that moment.  That must mean some sort of complete cleansing happened.  For Jesus calls such 

a person “completely clean.”  Then addressing Peter and most of the disciples he says, “And you (plural) 

are clean but not everyone.”  John then goes on to explain that Judas was the one who was not clean.   

 I agree with John Piper who argues this must mean that the bath symbolizes Jesus’ cleansing 

work in the lives of those who believe.1  When we first come to Christ, we are completely cleansed and 

declared righteous before God.  11 of the 12 disciples were believers.  Judas was not.  Yet they each 

need to still have their feet washed.  That refers to regular confession of ongoing sin.  “The one who has 

bathed, does not need to wash, except for his feet.”   

                                                           
1 https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/for-his-sake-and-for-your-joy-go-low 



  

 Then Jesus finishes washing everyone’s feet.  He gets dressed and takes his seat at the table 

again.  He explains His actions.  He notes they call him Teacher and Lord and do so appropriately.  So if 

the Teacher and Lord washed their feet, they certainly need to wash one another’s feet.  Jesus makes 

His example of a willingness to engage in humble service a requirement for all His followers.   

 Then he talks about a messenger in verse 16, he promises a blessing for those who do this, verse 

17.  Then Jesus prophesies in verse 18 the coming betrayal by Judas.  Then in verse 19-20 he talks 

about those he will send.  Verse 20 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send 

receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”  Jesus prepares them to go out 

as his messengers.  These messengers were to imitate their Teacher and Lord by willingly engaging in 

humble service.  They will humbly serve one another and others that receive them.    

 This is all part of loving them to the end or showing them the full extent of his love.    

So how does Jesus love His disciples and us to the end?   

 He loved to the end of social standing.  He took the role of the lowest slave.  Even though the 

Father had given all things into His hands, he took a towel and basin of water in his hands to wash their 

feet.  Jesus loves us in the same way.  He joins us in whatever social standing we have especially on the 

low end.  Jesus famously displayed love to the poor, sick, demon-possessed, women, children, widows 

and sinners.  He loves us when we are at our worst. But Jesus loving to the utter most did not end with 

foot washing.   

 Jesus also loved to the end of His disciple’s loyalty and support.  In verses 21-30, we have 

interaction between Jesus and Judas who soon leaves to go betray Jesus.  In chapter 18, Judas leads 

the temple soldiers to Jesus.  His loyalty for Jesus ended before the Last Supper.  Then the other disciples 

abandoned Jesus.  They all left him at the arrest.  Then Peter denied Jesus 3 times.  How many of us 

would keep loving someone who betrayed us; someone who abandoned us; someone who denied us.  

Yet Jesus loved them to the end.   

 He loved to the end of the horror called death by crucifixion.  Jesus could have gotten out of 

the crucifixion.  At the moment of Jesus’ arrest, Peter strikes out with a sword trying to defend Jesus.  But 



  

Jesus says in Matthew 26:52-53 – “Put your sword back in it’s place.  For all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword.  Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 

than 12 legions of angels?”  With one word, Jesus could have gotten out of that horrific ordeal.  Yet he 

went through it all loving us to the end.   

 He loved to the end of all our sins laid upon Him.  Jesus never committed a sin. Jesus never 

experienced giving in to sin and disobey His Father.  But then God lay our sins on Jesus.  For the first 

time in his life, He feels sin on Him.  But it’s not just one or two sins.  It’s all of our sins.  Isaiah 53:6 – 

“The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”   We will never know how that felt.  We just know the 

feeling that comes with our own sins upon us. But commentators argue that this likely felt worse than the 

physical abuse and torture of the cross.  One wrote this – “Though he died on the cross, yet he died not 

of the cross, but, of a broken heart.”   

 Yet perhaps worst of all was He loved to end of Forsakenness by His Father.  You may heard 

about Jesus cry “My God, My God why have You forsaken me?”  Dane Ortlund helps us think about this 

in the book Gentle and Lowly.  God the Son and God the Father had never been apart or separated for 

all of eternity prior to this.  Ortlund writes, When communion with God had been Jesus oxygen, His meat 

and drink, throughout His whole life, without a single moment of interruption by sin – to suddenly bear 

the unspeakable weight of all our sins?  Who could survive that? To lose that depth of communion was 

to die for Jesus.  The great love at the heart of the universe was being torn in two.  The world’s Light was 

going out.”  Lest we think this wasn’t really felt by Jesus, another commentator notes something in Jesus’ 

cry about forsakenness by His Father.  Jesus quotes Psalm 22:1 which was written in Hebrew.  But when 

Matthew quotes Jesus’ words in his Gospel 27:46, Jesus quotes the Aramaic or common language of 

the day.  So Jesus took Psalm 22:1 and personalized it to that moment.  He endured His Father’s 

forsakenness so we could not have to experience that.     

 These are just 5 ways Jesus loved us to the end.  Maybe you can think of more.  Ortlund then 

quotes John Bunyan on this.  (He’s the one who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress).  Bunyan focuses on the 

uncommonness of this kind of love.  “It is common for equals to love, and for superiors to be beloved; but 



  

for the King of princes, for the Son of God, for Jesus Christ to love man thus: this is amazing, and that so 

much more, for Jesus the object of his love is so low, so mean, so vile, so undeserving, and so 

inconsiderable, as by the scriptures, everywhere he described to be.   

Love from Christ requires no seeing of beauty in the object to be loved.  It can act of and from itself, 

without all such kind of dependencies.  The Lord Jesus set his heart to love them.   (Bunyan, Works, 

2:16-17).     

 So how might respond to this love to the uttermost from Jesus to us?   

First, put your trust in Jesus who will make you completely clean.    When a person believes 

in Jesus, he is completely cleansed. He is clean before God. Jesus says in verse 10: “The one who has 

bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.”  Judas sat across the table 

from Jesus but was not clean.  He did not believe.  You can be around church and Christians.  You can 

experience Christian community.  But if you have not actually put your trust in Christ, you are not His.  So 

it all starts here.  You must put your trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.   

Second, rest in the knowledge that your future is secure because of Jesus’ loving you to 

the end.  Beyond the Grave.  Ortlund says, “If you are his, heaven and relief are coming, for you cannot 

be unmade his.”   Our future is secure on the basis of His sacrifice and death.  This is especially 

comforting when we or a loved one faces death.  Talk more 

Third, live in the security that Jesus will never stop loving you.   Jesus did not actually wash 

your feet like he did the disciples.  But he provided the means to wash your soul through His sacrifice for 

us on the cross.  If Christ was willing to go the whole way in love for us then, there is nothing that can 

threaten his love for us now.  He’s already loved us to the end.  We can now rest and relax in his certain 

love for the present.   

Do you ever think that Jesus has stopped loving you?  Do you ever wonder if His love for you is 

not as fervent today as it was last year or several years ago?  Do you ever fear that He might stop loving 

you at some point in the future?  This text speaks against all these thoughts.  Jesus has already loved 

us to love’s furthest extremity.     



  

Ortlund writes, “Jesus has no exit strategy from a loving relationship with you. He writes no pre-

nup agreement.”   Another commentator says, He loves us to “the end of our lives, the end of our sins, 

the end of our temptations and to the end of our fears.”2   

Fourth, receive Jesus’ daily foot washings through regular confession of sin.  Repeated 

washing of the feet represents our daily confession of sin and turning to Jesus for ongoing cleansing and 

forgiveness.  John 13:10 – The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet.  (John 

Piper).   

Fifth, carry out the high calling of representing Jesus by humbly serving one another.  

Jesus said, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet.  For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you.” 

People need love.  Serving people is one way to show them God’s love for them.  The church needs to 

model mutual foot washing (serving one another) while also ministering to the community with Christ’s 

servant love.   

 Many of you are already doing this.  Parents – of young children, you have entered the world of 

humble service.  Parenting comes with some pretty dirty and low jobs.  Diaper changing; cleaning up 

messes; attending to sick kids; helping kids in all the ways they need help; bearing with kids; forgiving 

them; disciplining them; persevering with them.  All thankless, sometimes difficult and draining work yet 

absolutely vital in the development and maturing of the child.   Yet I pray you can see that as a holy and 

honored work of the Lord that He has entrusted to you and will empower you to one day at a time.   

Some of you care or have cared for a spouse with medical difficulties. Many of you have cared 

for one another through illness.  Or you’ve cared for a loved one with serious illness – arranging for their 

care; sitting at their bedside; holding their hand; praying for them; giving up your daily life for their care.   

                                                           
2 BB Warfield, The Person and Work of Christ, (Oxford, UK: Benediction Classics, 2015), 133.    



  

Many of you care for aging parents or relatives.  You have made that gut wrenching transition 

from them looking after you to you looking after them.  The Lord honors and strengthens those who take 

up this work.   

Many of you join in providing meals for family with newborns or those going through bereavement. 

Some of you care for those with special needs or challenges.  Some of you have endured difficult 

moments; hard words; deep frustration.  Some help others through your profession.   Many participate in 

ministries that involve humble service towards others in our church community like serving coffee, 

preparing meals or the greater community.  Jesus loved us to the end and set us an example to follow.     

So how do you need to respond?  We began today thinking about one the hardest and best human 

experiences.  It’s hard when we doubt whether someone we love still loves us.  Yet we don’t have to stay 

in doubt about Christ’s love.  He has already loved us to the furthest extremity.  Let us bask in that today.  

Then from His love offer humble service to one another and those around us.   

 


