
God Rest Ye Merry, Come Gentlemen          Pastor Serge 

~ 1 John 3:7-8                 January 02, 2022  

 

Introduction   Good morning everyone, I hope you had a great Christmas with the family. As we start 

2022, I want to offer my best wishes 

 Today:  

o We continue and conclude our Advent series through the carols of Christmas Pastor Tom 

started on December 05, 2021 

 As we do this we look at the scripture passage that inspires the Carol 

 

o So far we covered the carols: 

 What Child is this? Matthew 1:18-25 Dec05 

 Hark the angel sing Philippians 2:4-11 

 Joy to the World Psalm 98 

 Silent Night, Holy Night John 16:33 

 I Heard the bells on Christmas day Colossians 1:19-23 

o Today we will cover God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen & will focus on 1 John 3:8 from the 

passage read earlier in an attempt to answer 5 questions 

 

 Introduction to this Carol 

o We don’t know much about it but here is what we know 

 There are Δ versions, the earliest we have is 1650, the one we sing is from 1800 

 I is also known as Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

 The historic meaning of the phrase “God Rest Ye Merry, Come Gentlemen” is May 

God grant you peace and happiness….Often misinterpreted as Merry Rest Ye 

Gentlemen. 

o The Carol Consist of 5 paragraphs with 3 themes: 

 A call to not fear and remember the reason for Christ coming  

 The place and means and circumstances of His coming  

 Declaration of joy and comfort as a result of the good news 

o Let us dive into the carol &  1 John 3:8 

 

1. A Call to remember: the purpose of Christ coming and the incarnation 

 

 The purpose of the incarnation is multifold 

o But we tend to reduce it to atonement and a personal dimension: 

 My salvation, eternal destiny 

 Forgiveness of my sins 

 The atonement is the main focus 

 

 The purpose of coming of Christ is much more than that 

o It is cosmic in nature: 

 Taking back earth from Satan’s 

 Rest of Heaven and Earth 

o It’s about defeating Satan’s power and rule 



o It’s about establishing a new rule 

o It’s about delivering us from the power of: Satan, sin and death 

o It’s about revealing the Truth  

 

 It is all about defeating the enemy: if Jesus is not able to defeat Satan, there is no: 

o Forgiveness of sin 

o Eternal life 

o Resurrection of the death 

o Restoration of all things 

 

 Jesus came to: 

o Undo the corruption and destruction that Satan did 

o Destroy his works and take his power away 

 

 Jesus was engage in a cosmic warfare and as a result, we are to since the cross.  

But, who I the devil? What is he like? What are his works? 

 

2. Who is the Devil?  

What we will look at is just a glimpse and all these facts have scripture reference. 

A metaphor for evil as Baptist… 

1) Scripture presents him as: 

a. The arch enemy of God:  

o He opposes everything God does 

o Was the crown of God angelic hosts until he fell 

o He fell from his privileged position when wickedness was found 

o He wanted to usurp God’s throne and become like God 

o Dead in Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 14 

o Powerful enemy but not Almighty  

b. Also our adversary: 1 Peter 5:8 

o Describes him as a lion prowling around to see who he will devour 

c. He is also the prince of the power of the air. Ephesians 2:2, John 12:31 

o He took over and stole the rule of the earth by deceiving Adam and Eve 

o Since then he is the ruler of this world   

 

2) We learn Who he is & What he does From his names 

 

 He has 2 main names: Satan and the devil 

o Satan means the adversary 

o The devil means the slander of the accuser because this is what he does. Remember: 

I. Accused God to be a liar when deceiving Adam and Eve 

II. Accused Job of loving God only his blessings 

III. Loves to accuse the saints when we sin 

 

 

 

 



 2 other important names ascribed to him:  

o The tempter: 

 His bread and butter is tempting us to sin.  

 Examples:  

o tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God and eat the fruit through 

deception 

o The wilderness experience: tempted Jesus in a time of weakness 

after 40 days to use his divine powers instead on depending on 

God for his needs 

 

o The father of lies 

 

 Other names given to him by Jesus are the Serpent, Beelzebub, the veil one, the deceiver 

 

3. What are the Works of the devil? 

2 categories: against the world and against the church 

1) He is here to deceive the nations of the world: Rev 12:9 

a. Keep them from the Truth and into deception 

b. Keep people away from God and under his thumb 

c. Leading the world astray like we were before 

d. Taking away the word sown into a heart Mark 4 

e. He thrives on 2 extremes: ignore and everywhere 

 

2) Wage war against the saints in all kind of different ways 

a. Physically: through persecution 

b. Socially and economically: through ostracization 

c. Morally: through temptation like with Adam and Eve and Jesus to sin and not trust. He 

knows our particular weaknesses and will explain. 

d. Mentally: influencing our thoughts with fear, discouragement, doubts, negative thoughts 

about God so we don’t trust 

e. He will do everything to stop you from having peace and joy 

f. Our mind is the battle ground so be careful what you think about yourself. He is the 

accuser 

 

3) His work is basically to: 

a. Lead the rebellion against God  

b. Keep men involved in their sins and blinding people from the Truth and discrediting the 

Truth 

c. Prevent the advancement of the Kingdom of God by keeping the saints weak: 

i. Keeping us busy 

ii. Keeping us worldly 

iii. Keeping us neglecting the essentials like prayer 

d.  He has all kinds of good reasons to keep us distracted 

 

 



 It is important we know who he is, how he operates so we can defend oneself. 

 Jesus came to destroy his work, to take over his rule. 

 

4. How did Jesus destroy the works of the devil? 

1) Of course it was through the cross: Colossians 2:13-15 

a. We read in Colossians 2:13-15 ….15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 

he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.[b] 

 

b. The power of death was overcome through death.  

When Satan thought he:  

i. Defeated the Spirit of God and had the victory 

ii. He was himself defeated at his own game and disarmed the power of death was 

taken away from his hands  

iii. He was surprised by the resurrection: the power of death was swallowed by the 

power of life 

 

c. The Resurrection was the seal of the approval of the acceptance of the atonement 

sacrifice by the Father 

 

d. Then the ascension was the seal of his vindication and beginning of his rule over Satan 

 

2) But it all started with the simple birth 

a. The birth of this special child as the second stanza affirms 

b. The birth of a child is and was always a subject of joy. But this one was a tiding of 

comfort and joy because the consolation of Israel has finally arrived 

 

 This birth didn’t come as a surprise: it was announced 

o 100’s years before 

o Dozens of time in the Old Testament starting right at the beginning in genesis 3:15 and 

traced back through prophets. For Example: Isaiah 

 

3) Here is the thing!  

 

a. The one who was to defeat Satan had to become one of us in order to 

i. Represents us and succeed where Adam failed 

ii. Defeat the enemy as a human to redeem us  

iii. Destroy his work and power 

 

b. He also had to be 

i. Without sin; VB and conception by the Holy Spirit 

ii. Tested in one wilderness experience to be worthy of a perfect offering. All he did 

in his ministry was by the power of the Holy Spirit in dependence of the Father. 

 



iii. We read in He 2:14-15: 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 

shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him 

who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their 

lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

 

5. But Satan is still very active! If Jesus obtain the victory… 

    Why don’t we see the full scope of Jesus victory?  

 

1) He 2:8-9 tells us that 

o The total defeat of Satan 

o The visibly and complete rule of Christ 

Both awaits in the second coming 

o We read…”In putting everything under him,[c] God left nothing that is not subject to 

them.[d] Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.[e]” 

 

a. We live in a transition period called…The “already but not yet 

b. The devil is already defeated & Jesus rule is already started… 

i. But both will be completed later 

ii. It is like a new day has dawned 

iii. The darkness of the night recedes 

iv. The sun is about to rise 

v. The sun is not at its apex yet 

 

6.  A tiding of comfort & joy  

 

1) As the chorus goes, the VB & the incarnation are tidings of comfort & joy 

 

a. Because 

i. The coming of Jesus fulfills God’s promise. God doesn’t forget his people and 

promise to save them and defeat Satan 

ii. Also because it is the beginning of the end for Satan. He has his power and won’t 

have the last word.   

 

Conclusion 

As we conclude we can ay this:  

 1 Jn 3:8 “the reason Jesus appeared was to destroy the works of the devil 

 

 In the meantime, we are also invited to partake in the work of Jesus by engaging in the spiritual 

warfare until his coming and great commission  

 Bottom line: as a lion, the devil wants to bring you down and keep you down when you give into  



Blessings  

 1Peter 5:8 Be alert & sober minded, your enemy the devil prowls like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour 

 James 4: surrender to God and resist the devil (hide & abide in Christ where our protection & victory 

lies 

 Ephesians 6 “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devils 

schemes 

 


