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A number of people asked for a copy of my message on “Remembrance Sunday.” I have always been 
hesitant to share printed copies because the written text is just that—a written text. What is missing 
is how the message was received by the people I love. If Advent is about waiting, anticipation, then I 
hope the words offer strength as you wait, especially those who wait alone this season.  
 
Of the hundreds of questions that settle in the minds of grieving people, one of the most frightening 
is “Will people forget my loved one? Will I be the only one to remember? Will people forget what 
made them so blessed, so uniquely them?   
 
That was my friend Phillip’s greatest fear as he faced death—being forgotten. He knew his family 
would not remember him. They had intentionally and maliciously separated from him because he 
was gay. One afternoon, he said, “I’m just like every other person actively dying. Death makes no 
distinctions. There is equality with death, and few people will be remembered.” “Phillip,” I said, 
“you are my favorite dying person; you are walking around dead and still more alive than most 
people. But tease me, how many people are you expecting to take part in this great remembering you 
want. One? Two? More? Phillip, you will be forgotten, but not every day. I may forget you on a 
Monday, but there will be other Mondays. I will be drawn to something about you and I won’t know 
why. Maybe a Cher song. Your distinctive script. I will think of you and I expect tears. There will 
always be a part of you that will show up when I need you. I don’t know if that is enough, but you 
aren’t going to get an annual parade. But you can go to God knowing there will more than enough 
people who know their lives have been changed because of you.”  
 
John Donne wrote, “No man is an island. That for good or ill, we touch and are touched by a number 
of people in our lives. Any person’s death diminishes us.” It’s a fine metaphor, but I am drawn to 
another metaphor—that of a spider web. Touch a spider web anywhere and you set the whole web a 
tremble. Today we mark the ways the lives of the dead have mattered and continue to matter in the 
world, even if they are no longer in it. Marilyn Ashbaugh, Dave Brugh, Bob Cilimburg, Susan 
Coldsnow, Mim Crowe, Buzz Flesher, Cindy Gapter, Mabel Johnson, Jean Leet, Dorothy 
Lewers, Dave Love, Linda Pepin, Chuck Praeger, Ernie Rickard, Ruth Schneider, Lakota 
Snow, Pete Thompson, Jim Yagich, and Barbara Yaeger. Think of the web that was their life. 
The threads that made them uniquely them formed the web that became their family…and their 
church. Touch the web of their life and we all tremble.  
 
Nicholas Wolterstorff wrote, “We all suffer. Love in our world is suffering love. Some do not suffer 
much, though, for they do not love much. Suffering is for the loving, This, said Jesus, is the 
command of the Holy One: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In commanding us to love, 
God invites us to suffer.”  
 
Grief is the acknowledgement that everything we love, we will lose. No exceptions. Now we can 
argue we will keep the love in our hearts. That’s true. It is grief, however, that allows the heart to 
stay open to this love, to remember sweetly the ways the dead have touched our lives.  
 
Judah Halevel wrote this poem: Tis a fearful thing to love what death can touch. For your life has 
lived in me; your laugh once lifted me; your word was a gift to me. To remember this brings painful 
joy. Tis a human thing, love, a holy thing, to love what death can touch.”  
 
It is a holy thing to love what death can touch. To keep it holy is to remain in touch with grief. Grief 
says that we dared to love, even as we knew that one day we would lose. Tis a holy thing to love 
what death can touch.   
 

A word from our pastor. . . 
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I love the Jewish expression, “May their memory be a blessing.” It speaks to how we remember. “May their 
memory be a blessing” comforts those who mourn and honors the memory of those they mourn. “May their 
memory be a blessing” also allows the community of faith to feel a connection, that the lives of the dead serve 
as a blessing. That’s why grief is always communal. When someone dies, we are all diminished. 
 
I’ve learned that while death is personal and intimate, grief can never be sanitized or cloistered away from the 
heart-breaking event it is. William Blake said, “the deeper the sorrow, the greater the joy.” I think he meant 
that if we send our grief into exile, we simultaneously condemn our lives to an absence of joy. 
 
 I once shared with a widow that she seemed so joyful. She said, “That’s because I cry a lot.” Her response 
caught me off guard. As we talked, I learned that her joy was not because she worked a lot, or kept herself 
busy. “Life is hard,” she said. “It’s filled with loss and suffering; it is also glorious, amazing, stunning, 
incomparable. And my community of faith makes sure I see both…pain and possibility.” 
 
Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted.” Hopeful words. I took some liberties 
with the text, added my own beatitudes for those who mourn. Before I begin, did you know that Judaism 
permits those who mourn to violate almost every commandment? Those who mourn get a free pass…for a 
season. Just sayin! 
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, who do not worry about what others think they should be doing.  
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, who sit among the shards of what could have been. The vase is broken now, 
that dream they loved. It has spilled out all over the ground.  
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, living in grief’s cold winter for as long as it takes, allowing the thaw to come 
slowly as they try to learn to live in what is possible today. 
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, telling their tears to flow, telling their anger, it can speak, letting loss speak 
all its terrible truth to their soul.  
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, who let their eyes inventory all they have lost without losing all hope.   
 
… Blessed are those who mourn, who feel shame that they have wasted time, as though in a dream, wondering 
when they will awake from the dream.  
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, whose old friends act differently, even as some new friends are introduced.  
 
…. Blessed are those who mourn, who wonder “when will they stop crying,” and suspect the answer is “when 
they run out of tears.”  
 
…Blessed are those who mourn, for their pain is in direct proportion to their love. Tis a fearful thing, a holy 
thing, to love what death can touch. Amen.  
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                Highlights from Council    

Council did not meet in December. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitution Review in Progress 
Want to Join Us? 

 
In 1811, a small group of Christians from the First Congregational Church of Lee, Massachusetts 

brought a document from their church giving them authority to start a new church in Ohio.  In this way, Dover 
Congregational Church was born.  As a child, I remember reciting our church’s covenant to treat one another 
with “Christian watchfulness and brotherly affection.” While the phrase seemed a bit like Santa Claus saying, 
“you better watch out,” I felt safe, knowing that we all cared for each other.  

 
As a long-time member of Dover, I witnessed the changes from a structure of deacons and trustees (all 

men!) to a system of a council and various standing committees.  Deaconesses and Women’s Fellowship 
faded as women were elected to these groups.    

 
This period of the pandemic has forced us once again to look at our structure and whether it is serving 

our needs as a congregation.  Some standing committees have continued to be active, while others have 
struggled.  We have added new leadership positions and groups.  God is speaking to us in this evolution as we 
discover that the structure we have known and loved before pandemic times has not served us as well during a 
time of change and crisis. 

 
At its meeting in November, council decided to form a committee to review the constitution and 

recommend changes that will better describe the ways we are operating as a church and help us to work more 
smoothly into the future. At its first meeting, members found this to be exciting and important work.   

 
Present members of the committee are Molly Burnett, Sharron Wilkins, Dody Chadwick, Keith Stuart, 

and Sharon Nichols.  We would like one or two more people to join us. Please contact the church to 
express your interest.   

 
As we progress, we will be happy to consider your ideas and thoughts.  
 

                                                Sharrie Nichols  
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 From The Minister of Justice  

The Common Good 
 

In a recent speech to European leaders in Athens, the cradle of democracy, Pope Francis warned that the “easy 
answers” of populism and authoritarianism threaten democracy in Europe and called for fresh dedication to 
promoting the common good. 
 
Arriving in Greece, the birthplace of democracy, Francis used a speech to Greek political and cultural leaders 
to address Europe at large about the threats facing the continent. He said only robust multilateralism can 
address the pressing issues of the day, from protecting the environment to fighting the pandemic and poverty. 
“Politics needs this, in order to put common needs ahead of private interests,” Francis said. “Yet we cannot 
avoid noting with concern how today, and not only in Europe, we are witnessing a retreat from democracy.” 
Francis, who lived through Argentina’s populist Peronist era as well as its military dictatorship, has frequently 
warned about the threat of authoritarianism and populism and the danger it poses to the European Union and 
democracy itself. 
 
The Common Good. Though he was addressing European leaders, the Pope’s message was one for the world. 
In the United States, the multitude of isms stands in the way of addressing 
the multitude of issues that divide us. There seems to be no common good, 
only my good. The clashes seem to be initiated by those with the power and 
wealth to engender discord and hate. Every attempted action is countered by 
virulent reactions. Even those espousing actions for the common good 
cannot agree on the meaning of common good. Our congress agreed to 
appropriate nearly three-quarters of a TRILLION dollars, in one year, for 
defense but was unable to agree on an authorization of just three billion 
dollars, to be spent over ten years, to invest in our human infrastructure! 
 
The Common Good. Though all the nations are linked economically in a global market place, we are divided 
politically, even from nations we call allies. Tanks and troops are gathered at too many borders in preparation 
for an invasion of their neighboring countries. The so-called Holy Land is a land of war and insurrection. 
Africa, the birthplace of civilization, is embroiled in countless internecine conflicts. People are emptying out of 
South and Central America, fleeing the armies of dictators and war lords. Worldwide, there are over eighty 
million homeless refugees among who starvation and disease are rampant.  
 
The Common Good. We listened to the announcement of the birth of Jesus, the incarnation of the Common 
Good for all creation. Through the weeks ahead in this new year, we are asked to live The Common Good for 
all creation for we are part of creation. We are asked to open our eyes and ears to the sours and cries of our 
world and to become the healing balm of Gilead. It is a heavy burden, made lighter by the one who bears the 
cross of healing with us. That is why we sing together Halleluiah for the new born Christ, God’s champion for 
The Common Good. 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart 
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NOW  IS THE TIME TO CONSIDER 

DONATING BLOOD! 

 
 
The challenges of the past year have affected all of us in so many ways. Among these is a critical blood 
shortage. The combination of fewer workplace blood drives, natural disasters, and an increase in medical 
procedures requiring blood have created an environment in which demand is far exceeding supply. If you have 
been considering donating blood, your contribution has never been needed more than now. The American Red 
Cross and Vitalant coordinate donations and consistently take precautions to ensure the health and safety of all 
donors, especially with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
According to the American Red Cross, more than 41,000 blood donations are needed each day in the U.S., but 
only a fraction of eligible donors actually take the steps to donate. Many people may not donate because they 
haven’t thought about it or are uncomfortable with the idea, but by understanding more about the benefits of 
donating and how it works, you may decide to take the next step and help save lives. Every two seconds, 
someone in the U.S. needs blood. Blood is essential to help patients survive surgeries, cancer treatment, 
chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. This lifesaving care starts with one person making a generous 
donation. The need for blood is constant, but only about 3% of age-
eligible people donate blood yearly. You can help make sure that supply 
meets demand. 
 
Why should I give blood? 
By becoming a blood donor, you can help others and potentially save the 
lives of your family, friends and neighbors. By having a supply ready, 
healthcare providers can have access to the blood they need to help 
people when an emergency happens. However, in addition to helping 
others, donating blood also offers health benefits to you! When you visit 
a donation center, staff will conduct a mini-physical to be sure it is safe 
for you to donate, including checking your blood, blood pressure, 
temperature and pulse. While this is a necessary step in the process, it 
also provides you with a quick snapshot of your health and can help 
identify any potential issues early on. 
 
Who is eligible to give blood? 
Organizations who collect blood donations will screen all donors to confirm the safety of donation for both the 
donor and the recipient. This often includes asking donors a series of questions to confirm they are eligible. 
There are a number of criteria that may determine whether or not someone is eligible, but in general, donors 
much be in good health, be at least 17 years old and weigh at least 110 pounds. In addition to these criteria, 
recent travel, current and recent medications and ongoing medical conditions may impact a donor’s eligibility. 
  
What happens during the donation process? 

• Once you arrive at the donation facility, you will check in with the staff by providing ID and review basic 
information about blood donations. 

• Next, you will be screened as part of a mini-physical and answer a few questions to ensure your eligibility. 
Any information discussed during this process is private and confidential. 

• During the donation, which generally takes 8-10 minutes, you will be seated or lying down. Staff and 
volunteers will always be nearby in case you have any questions during the donation. 
Finally, once you’re done donating, you will have the opportunity to relax and enjoy a snack before going on 
with your day. 
 
 

 

Did you know: 
 4.5 million Americans will 

need a blood transfusion each 
year. 

 41,000 pints--amount of 
donated blood is used each day 
in U.S.  

 Someone needs blood every 
two seconds 

 One pint of blood can save up 
to three lives 

 About one in seven people 
entering a hospital need blood 

 Only 37% of the U.S. 
population is eligible to donate 
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How can I find a blood donation event near me? 
A large majority of blood donations are collected at mobile blood drives, often located at companies, 
churches, schools and other community sites. To find a drive in your area, visit The American Red Cross or 
Vitalant website.  
 
 Blood Donation Types 
Blood donations can yield a variety of blood products, including red cells, platelets and plasma. You may be 
most familiar with the typical whole blood donation drive seen at workplaces, but there are a few other ways 
to help give more life through the Red Cross. 
 
Whole Blood Donation vs. Power Red Donation 
“Whole blood” donation includes all of the contents within the blood. ( red blood cells, white blood cells, 
platelets and plasma) 
 
The Power Red donation enables the donor to safely donate two units of red blood cells at just one 
appointment! It is similar to the whole blood donation, except a special machine is used to ensure two units of 
exclusively red blood cells are collected. The machine returns the other blood components to you. Think of it 
as a more efficient way to yield more fuel for patients.   
 
Platelet Donation vs. Plasma Donation: 
Platelets help your body create clots to stop bleeding. The collection process is unique and a bit different than 
the whole blood donations, both arms are involved. One arm is used to send blood through the apheresis 
process using a sterile centrifuge. The centrifuge separates the red blood cells from the platelets. The heavier 
red cells sink to the bottom during the process. These red blood cells are returned to you through the other 
arm. It’s important to note that an appointment needs to be scheduled at a specific Red Cross donation center 
rather than at a mobile blood drive. 
 
Plasma Donation: 
During a plasma donation, called plasmapheresis, blood is drawn from one arm and sent to the centrifuge that 
separates out the plasma. The red blood cells and platelets are then returned to you in the same arm. Plasma is 
used to help patients with severe burns, cancer or other potentially life-threatening conditions. 
The Red Cross encourages donors with the AB blood type to donate plasma, as this is the universal plasma 
donor type. One donation provides up to four units of plasma for patients in need. 
As you can see, blood donations are one of the most important things you can do to help others in need. There 
is no substitute for blood, and it can’t be manufactured. Every day, blood donors help patients of all ages from 
all backgrounds. 
 

Information taken from redcrossblood.org and healthadvocate.com 
 

Blessings and Prayers for a Healthy and Happy 2022! ~ Julie Kiefer, RN 
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Presenting . . . 
Steward of the Month 

 

Inge Moorman 

Our first recipient of recognition as “Steward of the Month” is Inge Moorman!   
 

Inge was nominated by Eileen Schultz, who gave so many reasons, it would be hard to include them all!  A few 
of Eileen’s statements about Inge include:  “Inge became an active member of the Women’s Fellowship and 
served as President in 1973-74. . . she helped with meals served at the Berea Fair . . . served community meals, 
planned mother-daughter banquets, helped with newspaper collections, rummage sales.  Inge has made two 
scrapbooks, which are kept in the parlor, detailing the activities of Women’s Fellowship.  Much of our history 
can be found among the pages. . . Inge has been the leader of the Memorial Tea Committee. . . attended 
numerous retreats. . .led the Book and Poem Guild . . . and has served on the Calling & Caring Committee for 
many years.  Inge began the prayer shawl ministry in February 2006.  For years Inge tended the plants inside the 
building . . . her gentle, quiet way was just what those plants wanted!  Finally, Inge was the organizer for the 
USO Cookie Collection at Dover Church until last year . . .I am proud to know this amazing woman, work with 
her and nominate her for Steward of the Month.” 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Michael DiLauro of the Stewardship Committee interviewed Inge to get a little more insight into her dedication 
and devotion to Dover Church.  Read on, and enjoy learning a little more about our Steward of the Month, Inge 
Moorman! 
 
Why are you a member of Dover Congregational? 
In 1960 two deaconesses from Dover Congregational visited me and invited me to come to Dover Church, which 
I did, and have been a member ever since. 
 
Tell us what you have enjoyed most about being part of this church family? 
I enjoyed the community of friends I have met over the years and the opportunity to serve and help with so many 
projects and committees. 
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What Church activities have you participated in? 
I served as Chairman of Church Women United of the Northwest District for three years. 
Christian Education Committee.  I wrote articles for the Church newspaper called the Interpreter. 
Chairman of Women’s Fellowship several times. One of the fundraiser we did was a Signature quilt. Church 
members paid to have their family names embroidered on a fabric square. The money raised was given to the 
food bank and the quilt was given to the minister.  I have attended many Retreats at Temple Hills--it was a 
great way to get to know members of the church.  I have been a member of a writers group called “By the 
Word”. We published several booklets which included items we had written and those of Church members. 
I serve as the organizer of the USO cookie collection for Church Women United at Dover Church, was 
chairman of the Memorial teas, have worked on many fundraiser projects.  I started the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
in 2006 and made the first shawl given to Doris Weston. To date we have given out 259 shawls.  I also took 
care of the plants indoors at Church for years watering, pruning and transplanting them.  I am a longtime 
member of the Prayer Group. 
 
What is your favorite Hymn and why?  
Amazing Grace – No matter what the situation or who we are, there is Grace. 
 
What brings hope and joy to your world. 
Having close family and friends being a part of the church community and helping 
serve where I can. 
 
What is your favorite holiday tradition?  
At church it is advent leading up to Christmas and then attending the  Christmas Eve service. In my family it is 
making stollen (fruit bread) and sharing that with family and friends. It is a long tradition in our family going 
back to our German Roots. 
 
What life accomplishment are you most proud of? 
One of my most proud accomplishments is starting the Prayer Shawl Ministry. There is a Prayer Shawl web 
site which gives the history and vision behind the ministry and it really touch me.To me a shawl given to 
someone offers warmth and a knowing that someone cares.  To date we have given out 259 shawls. It has been 
my joy to work with such a caring group of women. 
 
What are some of your interest/hobbies. 
I enjoy flowers and gardening. My favorite flower is Lisianthus, a rose like flower that you do not find very 
often. My daughter bought them for me years ago and I have grown them ever since. They make beautiful 
bouquets for friends and family.  I also enjoy arranging flower and took lessons in ikebana flower arranging. 
At the end of class we even put on a show at the Art Museum. 
 
Best Vacation you ever took and why? 
In 1980 we took a trip with members of Dover Church to the Passion Play in Oberammergau. The trip was 
organized by the minister of Dover Congregational church Rudy Thomas. The play is only performed every 10 
years. 
 
Name something positive that you done to cope during the COVID Pandemic? 
I joined the Church Bingo Group with my daughter. Our zoom Bingo has been so much fun with many laughs. 
For me it is always about the connection and friendship with other members.  
 
 
 
 
 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  

as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

                       1 Peter 4:10 
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A Step Back in Time……. 
 

 
May 19, 1869 the Mite Society was formed at Dover Congregational 
Church.  You might ask, “What’s the Mite Society”?  I found out 
about this group while looking through the two Women’s Fellowship 
scrapbooks which are on the bookshelf in the Parlor, just to the right 
of the fireplace.  These two books are filled with church history as 
told and photographed by the women of the church.   
 
The Mite Society became known as Women’s Fellowship and was 
made up of various groups.  At its 
inception there were 41 active 

members and 15 honorary members.  The women gave of their 
time and talents to promote the spiritual, social and financial 
interests of the church.   
 
Throughout the scrapbooks you can find important events of 
Dover Church along with Women Fellowship events since they 
were so intricately intertwined.  Have you ever seen photos of 
our church with horse and buggies?  How about men working 
on the Yellow Brick Church in 1908?  The women of the 
church wearing their long skirts in 1917?  The Women’s 
Fellowship played a very important part in the finances of the 
church.  Their various fund raising resulted in donations to start building campaigns, paid the 
janitor for one year in 1927, made a yearly pledge to the church, supported Pilgrim Hills, 

donated to the kitchen committee.  Speaking of 
kitchen, you might like to see the “old” kitchen 
renovation that resulted in the kitchen Meals on 
Wheels uses today.  In the 1950s, average attendance 
for Women’s Fellowship monthly meetings was 54.  
As times changed and women began working 
outside the home, attendance dwindled and the 
group dissolved but not without making a huge 
contribution to the church. 
 
There are many photos from Mother-Daughter 
banquets, style shows, church dinners (another fund 

raiser), county fair meals 1959-1973.  You’ll also find the history of Dover Church 1811-1961 
written by Doris Weston in honor of our 150th birthday.  There is also a writing 
“Congregationalism-Our Legacy” by Roger Cooley. 
 
Someday, bring a friend and travel back in time as the history of Dover Congregational Church 
unfolds.  Then thank Inge Moorman for creating these scrapbooks! 
 

Eileen Schultz 
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The best way to spread 

Christmas cheer  

is singing loud, for all 

to hear! 
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On November 30th, eight members of our congregation traveled 
from Westlake to Athens, Ohio to help Good Works, Inc. make 
their vision of  “creating and sustaining a COMMUNITY OF 
HOPE with and for people who are struggling with poverty and 
homelessness in rural Appalachia” a reality. 
 
Thank you to Dawn Smith, Loreen Flesher, Georgann Yonkers, 
Kathleen Poe, Adam Jakubiak, Gary Smith, Marth Vivona and 
Dale Winkler for your selfless contributions to Good Works. 
 
Watch for a presentation by the group at one of our upcoming 
worship services. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Volunteers do not necessarily 

have the time, they just have 

the heart.”      ~Elizabeth Andrew 
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Christian  Education 
 

“Sunday school helped me become a better person by how  
I treat other people and how I act.”                                                                                                        

 
                                                                                                         Lindsay M., 10 years old 

 
Concerns about COVID continue to make continuity in our Sunday school classes 
challenging, to say the least!  Several children have attended in-person classes, and we 
regularly have two to four attending on Zoom.  Our storytelling will continue in 2022 
starting with Epiphany and continuing with stories from the Old Testament, including 
stories of the Ark of the Covenant and the Exile and Return.    
       
During the school year, all are welcome at our story-telling sessions that the children 
share each Sunday at 10:00 AM.  The children are asked “wondering” questions 
relating to the stories--questions that provide a kind of spiritual direction rather than 
merely an approach to religious education.  Children who are not ready to return to the 
classroom are invited to join us via Zoom during the 10:00 AM Sunday school class. 
 
If you have any questions about our program, please email Jane Coil at 
jcoil@doverucc.org; or call the church office--440-871-1050. 
 
God’s blessings and grace, 
Bette English, Christian Education Committee, Chair 
Jane Coil, Christian Education Director 

 
 
 
 
“Worship is the 
intentional 
attitudes and 
actions of focusing 
on God.” 
                 Byron Spradlin 

 
                                               
 
 
 
 
 

We have two services every Sunday morning, one at 8:15 
AM in our chapel, which is a more informal service, and the 
second at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary, where you will hear a 
variety of music styles from contemporary praise to 
traditional hymns.  Our pastor’s message is sure to inspire.   
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed on the Dover 
Congregational UCC Facebook page.   Check out our website 
for instructions on streaming without a Facebook account.  
Recorded services will be available on our web page, 
doverucc.org, under the ‘What We Do’ tab on Monday 
mornings. 
 
 
Pastor Keith’s weekly Replenish Meditation will be 
livestreamed each Monday at 10:00 AM on the Dover 
Facebook page, and will be available on our web page under 
the ‘What We Do’ tab immediately after. 
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 “No two persons ever read the same book.”  
                                                             ~Edmund Wilson   

The Authenticity Project 

We will meet via Zoom on Monday, January 17, at 
6:45 PM.   

“Julian Jessop, an eccentric, lonely artist and 
septuagenarian believes that most people aren’t 
really honest with one another.  But what if they 
were?  And so he writes--in a plain, green journal--
the truth about his own life and leaves it in his local 
cafè.  It’s run by the incredibly tidy 
and efficient Monica, who furtively 
adds her own entry and leaves the 
book in the wine bar across the street.  
Before long, the others who find the 
green notebook add the truths about 
their own deepest selves--and soon 
find each other In Real Life at 
Monica’s Cafè.” 

 

Wish List 
 

We will meet on Monday, January 3, at 1:30 PM in 
Thomas Hall at Dover. 

 
Bring a list of books that you would like to read in 

2022. . .the group will discuss and plan for the 
upcoming year. 

 
 

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

 

AN EXCELLENT READ 

A review of THE STORY HOUR by Thrity Umrigar 
 
Award winning journalist and a professor of English at Case Western University, 
Thrity Umrigar created a beautiful novel with so many issues to discuss for our 
afternoon book club. 
 

THE STORY HOUR centers around Maggie, an experienced psychologist and the patient, Lakshmi, 
who she reluctantly agrees to counsel after a suicide attempt. 
 
In this beautifully woven story, the reader encounters racism, immigration, women's empowerment, 
bonds of friendship, long buried secrets and forgiveness. 
 
At the end of the novel in her broken English, Lakshmi says: "On Monday for full month, at one-thirty, 
you write, 'Lakshmi's Hour'.  That how you build me, Maggie. Hour by hour.  Story by story.  Day by 
day.  That how you give me my whole life." 
 
This novel is even more profound on audio.  The narrator brings Lakshmi's voice such clarity. 
 
You can find THE STORY HOUR in our church library shelved with our book club selections. 
 

Submitted by Linda Brugh 
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Did You Move, Change Your Phone 
Number or Email? 

 
We use your email to send out 
the Church Mouse and our 
monthly newsletter.  Please keep 
the church office informed of 
changes in your address, phone 
number or email.  If you feel you 
are missing info from the church, 
please call the office to confirm 
your contact information. 
 

                                     For Your Information 

 
The generosity of our congregation has continued 
throughout this time of uncertainty, unsure of 
when we will be able to gather again.   Please 
continue to remember to mail in your pledge to 
the church office.  If you are sending a check to 
be directed to another ministry, please indicate 
on the “Memo” section of the check,  
e.g. Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, 
etc. 
 

 
 
Dover will soon be rolling out a new website with a new, easier link for 
making online donations--one-time, recurring or to special funds.  And there 
will be an app  you can add to your phone/device to make it even easier!  
Watch for updates in the next couple of weeks.   
 

I AM (Inclusion Affirmation 
Ministry) is a support group for the 
LGBTQA community, their parents, 
family and friends.  They have been 
meeting at area restaurants the last 
Sunday of the month.   
 
Due to the safe distance mandates recently put into 
place, they will not be meeting at this time.  They are 
looking into the possibility of Zoom virtual 
meetings. 
 
Please check their Facebook group page for updates. 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital so a 
phone call from  Rev. Keith or parish nurse Julie can be arranged.  We are not allowed 
person to person visits at this time. 
 
When you are recovering, Rev. Keith and Julie are available to give you a call, just call the 
church office to let them know you desire a call. 
 
We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  
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Please call the office, or email doverucc@doverucc.org with any 
suggestions you have for information to be shared in the Dover Voices 
monthly.  If there is anything you would like added, please let the 
church office know! 
 
If you have an article(s) you would like published, submit by the deadline 
published in each monthly edition; please keep your articles to 150 words 
or less and include information about your group’s activities and events.  
Pictures are welcome and encouraged! 
 
The deadline for submissions for the February edition is:  

                                           

                                       Wednesday, January 19th.   
 
 

Have a concern or question for Church 
Council?   

 
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
Moderator - Kathleen Poe 

Vice Moderator - Sharon Nichols 
Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 

 
 

Members at Large: 
Molly Burnett, Joe Healey, Adam Jakubiak, 

Ruth Kroll, Maria Velez, Georgann Yonkers, 
 Ted Vance 

 
Ex-oficio Members: 

Keith Stuart, John Rinehart 
Martha Vivona, Jane Coil 

                                          More Information 
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Rev. Keith Stuart .......................................... Pastor 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart .............. Minister of Justice 

Craig Reynolds ............................... Music Director 

Jan Jones ................................................... Organist 

Vicki Thompson ........................................ Organist 

Gail Schuenemann .................. Financial Secretary 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Kathleen Poe ............................ Council Moderator 

Sharon Nichols .................Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

 ................................................... Council Treasurer 

Martha Vivona ..................................... Lay Leader 

Jane Coil .......... CE Director/Office Administrator 

Amanda & Jeff Hughes................. Youth Advisors 

Katie Alexander and 

Georgann Yonkers ............ Assist. Youth Advisors 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm 
that God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, 
sexual orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the 
full life and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
welcomed all people into God’s circle of grace. 

Come to me, all you who area weary and burdened 

~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to 
feel God’s presence in the midst of their concerns: 

 

Richard Bauer (Carol Bauer’s father), Art Beel, Marie Black, Mary & Ted Blank (friends of Larry & Jane 
Coil), James Caldwell (Sunny Thompson’s cousin), Tom and Judy Caswell (Carol Bauer’s in-laws), Colleen 
Chittick, Mark Chomoa (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), the family of Bob Cilimburg, Keli Clark (friend of Carol 
Bauer), Aida Colon, Mike English, Gerrard (friend of Kevin Kurth), Robb & Jennifer Gaskins (friends of 
Bonnie & Parker Reynolds), Dick Gebben (Mabel Johnson’s son-in-law), Mary Lou Gerdel, Sofia Greer 
(friend of Jeff & Amanda Hughes), Paul Horning, Kayla (Gary & Sandy Burkey’s niece), Nanci Keller (Amy 
Keller’s mother-in-law), the family of Erna Kloos, Joyce (Julie Kiefer’s mother), Jason (David Wakelee’s 
partner), Kathy King, the family of George Lewellyn (Nilsa’s husband), Jim & Kaye Mesaros, Tim Mesaros 
(Jim & Kaye’s son), Jeff Matos, Cathy Montgomery, the family of Dave Orf (friend of Larry & Jane Coil), the 
family of Paul Phillips (father of David deBardelaben-Phillips), Denece Praeger, the family of Alaire Rothhaas 
(sister-in-law of Gloria Rothhaas), the family of Rod Reilly, Susan Reynolds (sister of Denece Praeger), Alice 
Rini, Haley Schultz, Helen Sima (neighbor of Kevin Kurth), Dawn Stepic (friend of Georgann Yonkers), Bill 
Shiley (friend of Lyn & Rick Koehler), Donna Terepka, Robin Thomas, Ted Vance’s sisters Donna and 
Michelle, Michael (David Wakelee’s mother’s husband), the family of Linda Wiant (Kurt & Rita Wiant’s 
sister-in-law), Jeff Wilbert (Ted Vance’s nephew),  Georgann Yonkers’ sister.   

Matthew 11:28 

2239 Dover Center Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

440-871-1050 
doverucc.org 


