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The Third Sunday in Lent
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Church of St. John the Divine



St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the
Lekwungen speaking people.

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving
community which is open to all.

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and
to be a part of our community.

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

Worship in a time of COVID-19

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.

Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages

There is no need to pre-register to attend either service.

Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.
Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages and
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact:
the church office at the above email address.
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum

Reader: Sarah Fryer

Verger: Douwe Bosma

Music: Choristers of St John the Divine; Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar;
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music

Videographer: Karen Coverett

A note about language

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder — realising that any language about
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words.

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.

Tissot, James, 1836-1902. Vine Dresser and the Fig Tree, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56111 [retrieved March 17, 2022]. Original source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brooklyn_Museum_-_The_Vine_Dresser_and_the_Fig_Tree_(Le_vigneron_et_le_figuier)_-_James_Tissot.jpg.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Organ prelude
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome.

The Responses Margaret Woodley
Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir:  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.)

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm.

Psalm

12,13
1 Help me, Lord, for there is not one godly man left * for the faithful are minished from
among the children of men.
2 They talk of vanity every one with his neighbour * they do but flatter with their lips, and
dissemble in their double heart.
3 The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips * and the tongue that speaketh proud things;
4 Which have said, With our tongue will we prevail * we are they that ought to speak, who is
lord over us?
5 Now for the comfortless troubles’ sake of the needy * and because of the deep sighing of
the poor,
6 | will up, saith the Lord * and will help every one from him that swelleth against him, and
will set him at rest.
7 The words of the Lord are pure words * even as the silver, which from the earth is tried,
and purified seven times in the fire.
8 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord * thou shalt preserve him from this generation for ever.
9 The ungodly walk on every side * when they are exalted, the children of men are put to
rebuke.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.

1 How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?
2 How long shall | seek counsel in my soul, and be so vexed in my heart * how long shall
mine enemies triumph over me?

3 Consider, and hear me, O Lord my God * lighten mine eyes, that | sleep not in death.

4 Lest mine enemy say, | have prevailed against him * for if | be cast down, they that trouble
me will rejoice at it.

5 But my trust is in thy mercy * and my heart is joyful in thy salvation.



6 | will sing of the Lord, because he hath dealt so lovingly with me * yea, | will praise the
Name of the Lord most Highest.
Please stand for the Gloria Patri:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Lesson Genesis 28:10-19a

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put
it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set
up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it. And the LorD stood beside him and said, ‘l am the Lorp, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and
to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families
of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until
| have done what | have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely
the Lorb is in this place—and | did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome
is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head
and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the
name of the city was Luz at the first.

Please stand.

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55 Music: Short Service, Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his
Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He
hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; As he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.



Second Lesson John 1:35-end

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus
walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say
this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them,
‘What are you looking for?” They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher),
‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.” They came and saw where he
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the
Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and
said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael
and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no
deceit!” Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘| saw
you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son
of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because | told you that
| saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him,
‘Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.’

Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Gibbons

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All:

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.



Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects

Cantor:  The Lord be with you;
Choir:  And with thy spirit.
Cantor: Let us pray.
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer.
Choir:  Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver
us from evil. Amen.
Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir:  And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen;
Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor:  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor: O Lord, save thy people;
Choir:  And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor:  Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

15t Collect, of the day: TEC.
ALMIGHTY GOD, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us
both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Sprit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

2% Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

3" Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Please be seated.
Anthem Text: Ps 119:169-76 Music: Thomas Morley (1557-1603)

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nostri.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer.
Intercessions

Please stand to sing the hymn:

Hymn (cpP327) Text: Gerhard Tersteegen (1697-1769); tr. John Wesley (1703-1791), alt.
Music: VATER UNSER, Melody Geistliche Lieder, Leipzig, 1539.
Lo, God is here! Let us adore
and own how awesome is this place;
let all within us feel God’s power
and bow before the hidden face.
Redeeming Lord, your grace we prove,
serve you with awe, with reverence love.

Lo, God is here! Both day and night
united choirs of angels sing;
to God, enthroned above all height,
heaven’s host their noblest praises bring;
disdain not, Lord, our meaner song,
who praise you with a stammering tongue.
Being of beings, may our praise
your courts with grateful fragrance fill;
still may we stand before your face,
still hear and do your sovereign will;
to you may all our thoughts arise,
ceaseless, accepted sacrifice.

Please be seated.
Sermon

Please stand to sing the hymn, overleaf.



Hymn (cp432)

The Blessing or Grace

Organ Voluntary

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult
of our life’s wild restless sea,
day by day his sweet voice soundeth,
saying, “Christian, follow me!”

As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,

turned from home and toil and kindred
leaving all for his dear sake.

Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world’s golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying, “Christian, love me more.”

In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895).
Music: ST. OSWALD, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).

’

“Christian, love me more than these.”

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies,
Saviour, may we hear thy call,

give our hearts to thine obedience,
serve and love thee best of all.
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