Rules of Engagement!
Series on I Peter #7
I Peter 3:8-17

Peter is systematically explaining the powerful kingdom principle of submission. He has shown a divine illustration, the Trinity, and applied it to our everyday existence. He now carefully goes deeper into how we, as believers, are to interact with each other and a lost and sometimes hostile world! Peter says that we are to…

I. Cultivate the Love of Christ: (v.8)   

A. Harmony (Eph. 4:1-6) -

B. Sympathy (Rom. 12:15) -
   
C. Compassion (Matt. 9:36) -


D. Humility (Col. 3:12) -

II. Practice the Lordship of Christ: (vv.9-15)

A. Submission (v.9) -

B. Fear Factor (v.14) -

C. Entrust (v.15a) -  

III.  Share the Hope of Christ: (v.15)

A. Ready (v. 15b) - 

B. Reason (apologia) -

C. Respect (gentle) -

Peter is disclosing the way these Christ-followers are to engage the world around them. He is also sharing how to share Christ effectively with a lost and broken world!

Going Deeper:

1. In your estimation, who is one of the humblest people you have known or currently know? How did/do they evidence that humility?     

2. Why do you think making Christ Lord (submitting to His authority) has to be a requisite to all the other virtuous actions/attitudes endorsed by Peter? 

3. What effect can fear have on our ability to share the good news of Christ with others? What are the primary fears that stop us when we want to witness? 

4. How can you be ready to give a reason for the hope you have in Christ? What steps can you take to give a clear presentation of the good news of the Gospel?

5. What would it look like to share Christ with some- one in a gentle and respectful way? How will you know when the Spirit is opening the door to share?

6. Personal: Would you describe yourself as a fairly sympathetic person or not so much? Are you moved by the suffering and trials of others?     

Questions for Our Kids: 
 
1. The Bible says we are supposed to help when we see someone who is very unhappy or sad. Have you ever been able to help (comfort) someone who was hurting or sad? How did that make you feel?

2. What do you think when you see someone who always needs to brag about themselves? Do you think they might be worried about what people think about them? Ask Mom & Dad what the word “humble” means and why it is so important.

3. Getting along with others (esp. family) is so import- ant. When you have a fight with someone, do you go back to them and say you’re sorry? Are you a peacemaker? Do you know God can help you?


