
Jazz Vespers 
 

 

 

St. James Anglican Church Stratford ON 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 ~ 4:00 p.m. 

 

Clergy: 

The Rev. Dr. Lorne Mitchell, 

Archdeacon, Nancy Adams, 

The Rev Tim Elliott 

 

Musicians: 

The Paul Shilton Trio: 

Paul Shilton, piano; 

Mike McClennan, bass; 

Dave Campion, drums. 

 

Jazz Vespers is a very present form of a very ancient tradition. From the earliest 

days of the Christian church, there has been some sort of reverence made to mark 

the end of the day. The name Vespers began to be used as long ago as the sixth 

century. Today, Vespers is a time when people can gather to chase away the 

shadows of the coming night or the day that's been; seek comfort and sustenance; 

renew energy for the coming days; or find peace for an hour or so from an all too 

harried, complex, and busy world. Come and be moved, comforted, uplifted, 

challenged, encouraged, or whatever else you may need. And come and hear how 

these musicians interpret the centuries. 

 

   Order of things 
 

Music as we gather 

 

 

Word of welcome  

 

Thanksgiving for the Light (said together) 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the shepherd of Israel, their pillar of cloud by 

day, their pillar of fire by night. In these forty days you lead us into the desert of 



repentance, that in this pilgrimage of prayer we might learn to be your people once 

more. In fasting and service you bring us back to your heart. You open our eyes to 

your presence in the world and you free our hands to lead others to the radiant 

splendour of your mercy. Be with us in these journey days for without you we are 

lost and will perish. To you alone be dominion and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
1 

  

Music 

 

Reading: Psalm 63:1-8  (Ancient Songs Sung Anew: The Psalms as Poetry by 

Lynn C. Bauman) read by Barb Fulton   

 

1.  O God, you are my God, eagerly I seek for you,  

my souls thirsts for you, 

my whole being longs for you,  

in this dry and barren land where there is no water. 

2.  I lift my eyes, and behold  

I see you standing in your holy place; 

I gaze and see your strength, your power, 

 and the beauty of your face. 

3.  And now I know that one small drop of goodness 

 From your hand is better far than life itself. 

 I cannot stop these lips from praising you. 

4.  So as long as life shall last for me, 

 I will bless the name of God 

 and lift my hands to you in prayer. 

5.  For my whole heart and soul are filled by you, 

 and satisfied as with a feast; 

 that loosens tongue and lips with songs of praise. 

6.  When evening comes I go to be with you; 

 and through the passing hours of the night 

 I invoke your name in prayer. 

7.  So whether day or night, it matters not, 

 for you are ever at my side 

 to guide, protect and shade as by a sheltering wing. 

8.  My soul ever clings to you in joy, 

 Your strong hand reaches out and holds me fast.  

Word of God, Word of Life. 

 
1 Anglican Church of Canada, Book of Alternative Services, Evening Prayer.  



ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD 

 

 

Music 

 

 

Reflection: Archdeacon Nancy Adams 

 

Music  

 

 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Thanks and announcements. 

 

 

Hymn:  Love Divine all loves excelling  

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion,  

pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2. Come, Almighty, to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  

nevermore they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Please sit for the improvisation 

 



3.  Finish, then, thy new creation;  

true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

 

God Bless you all!!! 

 

 

Next Jazz Vespers 

 

Our next Jazz Vespers will be on Sunday May 29, 2022 at 4 p.m. with the Jayne 

Hysen Quartet, featuring the music of Louis Armstrong.  

 

Many thanks to artist Teddy Payne for the water colour which is reproduced on the 

cover of this program as a gift to St. James.  

 

Support for the musicians comes from St. James’ parish budget and is augmented 

by individual sponsors so that we can experience high quality jazz music. If you’d 

like to be a sponsor for future jazz vespers please contact the Rev. Lorne Mitchell 

(519 271-3572 ext. 202). We are particularly interested in sponsors for our 

next Jazz Vespers on Sunday May 29.   

 

 

Join us here at St. James for  

 

Holy Week and Easter Services!!!  
In Person & Livestream! 

 

Palm Sunday  April 10 10:30 am 

Maundy Thursday  April 14 7:00 pm 

Good Friday   April 15 10:30 am 

Easter Vigil   April 16 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday  April 17 10:30 am  

 



For Livestream Services go to: 

  stjamesstratford.ca 
 

and click on “Online Worship Services” 

 

Help for Ukrainian Refugees 

 

PWRDF is supporting Ukrainians forced to flee by the Russian invasion. An initial 

grant of $50,000 has been sent to Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA). HIA set up a 

24-hour refugee support point at the border where the line of refugees is kilometres 

long. HIA is providing hot tea, sandwiches, refreshments, blankets and basic 

hygiene items. 

 

You may donate by phone at 416-822-9083 or leave a voicemail toll-free at 1-866-

308-7973 and PWRDF will return your call, or mail your cheque to PWRDF, 80 

Hayden, 3rd floor, Toronto, Ontario, M4Y 3G2. Please mark Ukraine in the memo 

field. 

 

 

Chimes Concerts 

 

Peter Ryde  Master of the Bells is up in the tower playing the Bells Concert every 

Wednesday at noon.  

 

 

 


