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[VIDEO] [1 SOM] Let's start at the beginning.

It's a very good place to start. 

When you read you begin with... [A-B-C]

When you sing you begin with [Do-Re-Mi]


When you are talking about the life and ministry of Jesus.

You start with his baptism. 


Not all the infant narrative...

The birth in Bethlehem... 

The wise men... 

All that Christmas stuff.


His ministry.

His work.

Began... at his baptism. [2 Baptism]

 
It was the moment...

Where his intentions and direction...

Are made absolutely clear.


It's where it all started for Jesus.


Right?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  Let me ask you a question... 

About the baptism of Jesus. 

WHY... did Jesus get baptized. 


I mean... we claim that Jesus was without sin. 

Actually... it's more than just a claim...

It's written in the Bible. 

Hebrews 4:15...


We do not have a high priest 

Who is unable to sympathize 

With our weaknesses, 

But we have one who in every respect 

Has been tested as we are, 

Yet without sin.


YET WITHOUT SIN.

So... we come to the water of baptism... 
Because we are children of a broken humanity.

 
We have that thing called original sin...  
Which is the fundamental crack... 
In our relationship with God. 

That goes back to our first disobedience...

And continues on... through disobedience…




Even this very day... 
This very moment. 

This very second.  [SNAP!]


But not Jesus.

His relationship with God... 
Was intact... healthy... strong... 

We say without sin. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

So... why was he baptized? [3 BOJ]


He didn't have to have his sin washed away...  
By the water and the Holy Spirit. 


John had a problem with it.

When Jesus came to be baptized... 
He said... whoa... what a minute...

Hold your horses Jesus. 

 
I'm not going to baptize you...

If anything... you should baptize me.


And Jesus said... 

It has to happen this way... 
In order... to fulfill all righteousness. 


So. What does that mean?

To fulfill all righteousness... 

Was this just some external act... 
A ritual... a show... 
He had to complete... 
In order to get started.

 
OR... was it a statement. 

A big honking statement. 

 
Jesus was saying...

In front of John...

And all the people gathered there.

 
The real starting place for me...

Is submitting... MY LIFE...

TO GOD'S AUTHORITY... 


It's showing you and the whole world... 
That I am accepting... the mission... 
The purpose... 
The life... 

The ministry...

That God has sent me to do.

 
And I submit to God's will... come what may.  



------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
THEN... please notice the Holy Spirit descends on him. 


Not only does Jesus submit... 
And pledge his obedience to God's will... 
But God also gives him the power... 
To accomplish God's will. 


What I'm saying is...

Jesus' heart.

His mind. 

His internal motivation...

Was in line with the purpose of God...

For this world. 


He was going to do... 
What God had asked him to do. 


He pledged his life... 
To God's work. 

 
And God gave him... 

The blessing...  
The means...

The power... 
To get it done.  [4 JSL]

------------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  Part of living a Jesus Shaped Life...  
Is beginning our journey of faith...

In the same place that Jesus...

Began his ministry. 

 
I'm not talking about the sacrament baptism. 

I assume most of you...

Have been baptized... 

By this point in your life.

 
If not... what's to prevent us... 
We have water!

We have the Holy Spirit!

Let's make it happen. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

But I don't want to focus...

On his baptism.

I'm talking about submitting to God. 


But submitting our will... 
To God... is not easy to do.


We have some major issues...  
About letting go...

Of the authority of our own lives... [5 Eighth]




I remember in the eighth grade...

I had a teacher named Robin Hand... 
Mr. Hand was a big tall lanky guy...

And at that point in my life… I may have had a...

CHIP ON MY SHOULDER.


I also had a problem with talking. 

I was the kid that got the... 
TALKS TOO MUCH comment... 
On his report card... 
Every single time.  
 
Mr. Hand... probably appropriately... 

Reprimanded me...

For talking... 
And made me come up...

To the chalk board... 
You know... nose against the board.

 
Don't think you can do that anymore.

 
At any rate. 

He embarrassed me... 
In front of my friends...

So I lashed out...

 
I chose to not recognize his authority. [6 Sleestak]

And I called him... a SLEESTAK. 

That's right. 

From the Land of the Lost. 

The big tall lanky monster. 

 
It was clever. 

It was funny.  
But it was wrong. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

I'm sure you have a story...

About a time... 
When you had trouble... 
With authority. 


So let me repeat... my point… 

Submitting our will... 
To God... is not easy to do.


We all have some issues...  
About letting go...

Of the authority of our own lives...


And acknowledging... 

That God is the ultimate authority.

 
Even if we stand up...




On a Saturday night...

Or a Sunday morning...

And confess our faith...

With all the vigor...

And all the commitment...

We can muster. 


The truth of our submission to God... 
Gets played out... 

Not in our confessions of faith.

Not in how often we come to church.

Not in the good works we do.


Our submission to God... 

Gets played out... first...  
Inside of our hearts.

Internally. 


It's not what we do that defines...

What we believe.

 
It's works the other way around.

What we believe...

Determines... what we do...


Let me try to explain what I mean. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

How many of you drive...

A motorized vehicle? 

Raise your hand.

Raise them up....

Really high...

So everyone can see. 

Great.  [7 Speed Limit]


How many of you ALWAYS drive the speed limit? 

Not usually...

Not sometimes... 
Not when a police officer drives by...

 
How many of you ALWAYS drive the speed limit? 

 
So... none of us. 

None of us drive the speed limit... 
All the time.


Is there a reason you don't drive the speed limit? 

[Take answers] 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is it because you don't believe... 
The fundamental principle... 

Behind having a speed limit? 




Like... it's a bad idea... 
We ought to be able... 

To determine for ourselves... 
How fast we can drive.


OR is it because you really need to get where you're going?

You know... I have things to do...

Places to go... 
People to see... 


What I'm doing is... IMPORTANT... 

So... room-a-zoom zoom. 


OR is it because you think... 
Deep down inside your heart...

That YOU are the exception?


It's ok... you can tell me...

Are you the exception... 
Are you the one person...

Out of all the people on the road... 
Who really know how to drive...

 
You know... 

You don't wildly speed... 
Like those people from Texas.


And you don't drive crazy... 
Like those people from California.

 
You are the one person...

Who knows what's right and good...

Compared to all the other idiot drivers... 
Out there. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Well... the truth of the situation... 

Is that if we choose to live under the laws...

Of this country... this nation... 

Then... we need to obey.

 
It's part of the social agreement.

You can't enjoy all the benefits...

Unless you are willing to live with the responsibilities. 


And in order to be responsible citizens...

You and I promise to OBEY the law. 

It's part of the deal.

 
So if you speed... 

You are making a choice... 
To break the law... 
To defy the agreement... 
To put your own... needs... desires... wants...




Over and above the common good. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

The laws of the land... 
Are designed to protect... 

The lives and the well-being of everyone. 


But if you don't believe or know or understand... 
The purpose of the law...  


If you don't value.... 
What the law brings into this world...


If you don't internalize the benefit...

Then it doesn't mean much to you...

And probably doesn't impact your life. 

 
So... you can do whatever the heck... you want to do. 

Go just as fast as you want to go!

Until... you get caught. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

But if we want to live...  
A Jesus shaped life... 
 
If we think that being like Jesus...

Is something that has value...

Not only for ourselves...  
But real value... 

For the common good... 


For the world... 
In which we live... 


Then there does have to be an element of OBEDIENCE.  [8 Obedience]

------------------------------------------------------------------------

And please... you know by now... 

I'm not talking about salvation. 

We have been saved by Christ.  Period.

 
You can't earn salvation. 
You can't bribe God to love you more. 

You can't be a good little boy or a good little girl...

To make everything ok...

All the time. 

 
It just doesn't work.

 
But after we know...  
The saving power of Christ.


After we are absolutely convinced... 
That nothing can separate us from the love of God. 




After we become secure... 
In our identity... 

As precious and beloved Children of God... 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Something changes...

Inside of us... 


We don't have to prove ourselves anymore. 
 
We don't have to work so hard... 
To show the rest of the world... 
That we are worthwhile people. 


We don't have to be scared anymore... 
That we are going to mess up...

So badly... that God won't love us. 

 
That we are going to do something... 
That makes God mad... or sad... 

 
What I'm trying to say is... 
If we really believe in what Jesus has done for us... [9 Free]

That he has died to set us free...  
Then WE ARE FREE INDEED. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are free...  
To choose to follow our God.

 
We are free... 
To commit ourselves... 
To the ideas... and the teachings...

Of Jesus.

 
We are free...

To try... our very best... 
To be obedient... 
 
Even if we fail... 
We are free... 

To get up...

And try again. 

 
That glorious freedom...

From fear. 

Causes us... 

To desire.

Long for.

Really really want...


God's love for this world... 

To be made known. 

To be lived out.

To be made real. 




------------------------------------------------------------------------

So then...

Our obedience is no longer... 
Motivated by external factors.

Those expectations no longer have power over us.

We should remind ourselves...

Like Martin Luther did... 
Every single day... 
When he washed his face...

 
You should remind yourself...  
That you are a child of God... 
Forgiven... loved... and empowered... 

 
And your obedience to God... 

Doesn't come from an outside sense of obligation.


Your obedience comes... 

From a changed heart... 
That has experienced the love of God... 
And wants that love... 
To be made known. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

So in the Bible... [10 Jesus vs. Pharisees]

We often see that... 

There is a difference... 
Between the legalism of the Pharisees...

And the obedience of Jesus. 


The Pharisees focused on keeping...

The 613 commandments in the Torah...

The first five books of the Bible...


But that wasn't enough for them.

They also created their own laws...

About those 613 laws...

Just to be sure...

They wouldn't break the original laws. 


Layer upon layer... of obligation. 


And sure they worked hard to keep the law...

Dedicated themselves to God… 
But they missed the point. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

For example...

You all know what tithing is... right?

Giving 10% of everything you have... back to God. 


Well... Jesus had a little confrontation...

With the Pharisees...  
About the act of tithing.

It's in Luke 11:39-42. 




Jesus said...

Now you Pharisees... 
You clean the outside...

Of the cup and of the dish... 
But inside...

You are full of greed and wickedness. 


You fools!  Did not the one who made the outside...

Make the inside also? 


So give for alms those things that are within; 

And see, everything will be clean for you.


But woe to you Pharisees! 

For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, 

And neglect justice and the love of God; 

It is these you ought to have practiced,  
Without neglecting the others.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

They kept the law 

In the technical sense of tithing...  
But they missed God's intent for tithing... 
Which is to help us be generous people.

Their external legalism did not lead...

To internal righteousness. 


Jesus wanted them...

And all of us to pursue a holiness of heart... 
Rather than mere external compliance. 


He was saying that rule-keeping is not God's aim:

God wants to transform our hearts. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

And you know...

The reason that Jesus  
Could perfectly obey the Father 

Is because his heart was perfectly whole.


He did not struggle with insecurities... 

Or ongoing doubts and fears...

Or bitterness over the past. 


He didn't have to prove himself. 

As being worthwhile to God. 


He was secure in his identity

He was the beloved Son of the God... 
So he was not driven to prove his significance. 


Therefore... his obedience...

Flowed out of his inner wholeness. [11 Inside Out]

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now…




If we measure our spiritual growth...

In terms of keeping the rules...

Or being good...

 
One of two things is going to happen... 

Either we will become prideful...

Impressed with how good we are...

Compared to everyone else...

And resentful that they aren’t doing better…

Bleck. 


Or we will become depressed...

And feel like we will never be good enough. 


The only way to become more like Jesus...

To live a more Jesus shaped life...

Is to give him all of who we are... 

And ask Jesus... to heal us.

To change us.

To give us the strength we need... 
To be free and obedience to Our God. 


From the inside out. 


