
Grace peace and mercy from our Lord and Savior,  

We always think of Spring as the time of renewal and new life.  The trees are showing signs of 
new life as the weather changes.    

But that promise of new life gets overshadowed by doubt and worry.  Worldwide events leave 
us shaken and uncertain.  Closer to home, everything that happens seems to spark more divi-
siveness and hate. It seems like the only things making news are shortages and price increases, 
and more bad news every day.  What are we to do?  Where is God?  

Maybe this is what Judah thought when God handed Zedekiah, their king, and all of Judah over 
to the Babylonians.  I don’t think they were awaiting the colors of spring but just the opposite.  
Judah brought this darkness they were feeling onto themselves.  

Jeremiah 32:30 “The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight from their 
youth…. They turned their backs to me and not their faces; though I taught them again and 
again, they would not listen or respond to discipline. 34 They set up their vile images in the 
house that bears my Name and defiled it. 35 They built high places for Baal …to sacrifice their 
sons and daughters to Molek, though I never commanded—nor did it enter my mind—that they 
should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin.  

And listen to the words of Jeremiah 33….’” They will be filled with the dead bodies of the people 
I will slay in my anger and wrath. I will hide my face from this city because of all its wicked-
ness.”  

But God will bring healing, God did not leave them nor forsake them.  

“6 “‘Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; I will heal my people and will let them 
enjoy abundant peace and security. 7 I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity and will 
rebuild them as they were before. 8 I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed 
against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me.  

And the people once again with renewed life “Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is 
good; his love endures forever.”  

As we enter the Lenten season remember ‘what God has done for us in Christ.  God was using 
Jeremiah to preach the law and the gospel to those in that place.  God was bringing restoration to 
Judah.  

In Christ God has brought about restoration in us.  When we are far away and feel we have 
been carried off because of the worries of this world God restores us.  Forgiving us and thus 
brining life and salvation to us in Christ Jesus.  So remember:   

“Give thanks to the Lord Almighty,  for the Lord is good;  his love endures forever.”  

Amen  

 

Pastor Karl  
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Bethlehem News 

 We are nearing our Air Conditioner Fund goal.  We  hope to get them 

replaced before summer. We still need to raise at least $3000 more. Please 

label your donations as “A/C Fund “.  

Goal: $25,000       Raised:  $ 21,961 

 Confirmation is mov-
ing into the last few 
months. We have a lot 
to go over yet, so 

please keep this class in your prayers.  
We are thinking about VBS again. We are 
praying that we can have it this summer.  
As always, yearn to learn!   
Sandy Grage 

 

  

 
Thanks to our Bethlehem Church Family, our sale 
of beautiful fresh plants for LWML Donations was 
very successful.  
We have one more fund raising project for our an-
nual support of LWML 2022.  Our Ladies of Bethle-
hem will be giving  packages of delicious “Muffins 
for Mites” to all who will give a donation of their 
choice on Sunday, March 6th after church.  
With your help, our annual LWML contribution 
will be complete. Our ladies will be baking this 
week to prepare these for all who would like to en-
joy them. 

Thank you to our Ladies who bake them and to all 
who enjoy them! 

Pam Rugenstein 

We are updating the church directory.  Update forms will be emailed shortly.  We 

will also place the forms in the weekly bulletins during March.  Please complete a 

form if you have changed your address or phone numbers so that we can keep our 

directory current. 

Please remember to use 
AmazonSmile when or-
dering from Amazon.  

A portion of your purchase can be desig-
nated for our church. 
Betty Willis 

Our evangelism efforts have been hindered by Covid.  However, we still are fo-
cusing on outreach into our community.   Our Re:vitality committee is sending 
this postcard inviting new residents in our area to worship with us.   When you 
see visitors on Sunday, please welcome them with a warm greeting.  It takes all of 

us to help the church grow.   

 Terri Gerlach 
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May God Bless Each One of You As  
We Celebrate Your Special Day! 
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   MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Barbara Bulmahn & Vern Stork  

15 Terri & Richard Gerlach 

21 Audrey & Al Vine 

22 Barbara & Gary Schaeffer 

30 Pam & Paul Rugenstein 

  MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

9 Barbara Schaeffer 

11 Ben Smith 

13 Ruthann Thornton 

15 Lillian Taylor 

16 Patricia Kulbacki 

17 Jennifer Morosey; Rudy Rugenstein 

18 Carol Laser; Norma Martin 

23 Kay Remmers 

25 Sue Hartman 

26 Robert Hedrick 

29 Rita Wellman 

MARCH 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship 7 PM 

3 4 5 

6 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
 &  Confirmation 
 

7 

Grief Share 10 AM 

LWML 1 PM 

8 9 
10:30 Bible Study    

10 

Ham Dinner 4-7 

11 12 

13 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
 &  Confirmation 
 

14 

Grief Share 10 AM 

15 16 
10:30 Bible Study    

17 18 19 

20 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
 &  Confirmation 

21 

Grief Share 10 AM 

22 23 
10:30 Bible Study    

24 25 26 

27 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
 &  Confirmation 

28 

Grief Share 10 AM 

29 30 
10:30 Bible Study    

31   

Who are these masked people??? 

Our February dinner served 115 people and 

raised $1000 for the Fort Myers Rescue Mission. 
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Sunday Worship 

10:30 AM    Worship Service 
 

Rev. Karl Glander 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

239-293-1489                            

Organist: Holly Bell 

Church Secretary: Linda Kirsch 

        Prayer Chain Needs 

 Do you know that Bethlehem has a  prayer chain that 

prays for the sick, dying and hurting needs of our 

church family?                                                    

Call or email Linda at (239) 693-5026 or    

jlkirsch3@comcast.net                                                         

Your needs will be taken to the Lord!  

Emy Lou McComb 

May 31, 1932-February 11, 2022  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Phone: 239-694-3878 

Website:  www.bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org            

Email: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

Re:Vitality- 

 

Pastor Glander has started a new bible 

study on Sundays “Serving in God’s Mis-

sion:” The program engages our congre-

gation in defining and reaching agree-

ment on the core values; the purpose; 

the mission and the future direction for 

our church. 

 We encourage everyone to attend and 

participate in setting the direction for 

Bethlehem in the future. 

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the begin-
ning of Lent and is always 46 days before 
Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-day season (not 
counting Sundays) marked by repentance, 
fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebra-
tion. The 40-day period represents Christ’s 
time of temptation in the wilderness, where 
he fasted and where Satan tempted him. 
Lent asks believers to set aside a time each 
year for similar fasting, marking an inten-
tional season of focus on Christ’s life, minis-
try, sacrifice, and resurrection.  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html

