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An Open & Affirming Congregation 

Our Mission: 
Seek Justice. . . Love Kindness . . . Walk Humbly With Our God 

DOVER VOICES 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

 

2022 

 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ 
2239 Dover Center Road ~ Westlake, OH  44145 ~ 440.871.1050 ~ www.doverucc.org 

 

 

Welcome March. 

New month, new chapter, 

new page and new wishes. 

May the month give you 

courage, strength, confidence, 

patience, self-love & inner 

peace.  May every day in 

March fill your days with 

Hope, love, grace, sunshine and 

energy.  Let there be joy, 

fun and laughter. 

Amen. 
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Friends,  
 
As followers of the Prince of Peace, our hearts are breaking at the 
violence being perpetrated against the Ukrainian citizens and the 
Russian people protesting against their country’s invasion. Our 
hearts should be breaking. The people I love are broken at the events. We fall on our 
knees and pray. Sadly, the depth of our compassion and lament is too often determined 
by our proximity to the conflict. I cringe when I hear of how the conflict will impact 
our nation personally, that we will have to sacrifice as well, that our sacrifice will be 
measured by how resilient we are to rising gas prices. 
 
Christians insist that “if you want peace, work for justice.” John Rinehart, our Minister 
of Justice, speaks that message to us regularly. We owe him our gratitude; I owe him 
my thanks. He has helped me untangle the web of soul in multiple ways. What John 
has been unable to help me with is more personal, wholly mine: “If I want peace, I 
must be peace.” That’s my problem. There is a wolf inside of me, a lion resting too 
close to my soul. That’s the point Thich Nhat Hanh gently drives home in the little 
book . . . Being Peace. His message is as simple and straightforward as it is sharp and 
upsetting: the only way we are going to be able to create peace in the world is if we 
first create (or better, find) peace in our hearts. 
 
Being peace is an absolute prerequisite for making peace. “Being peace” and “making 
peace” are both reflected in the Christian faith. To consider, even receive, every event 
that enters our lives is to practice mindfulness about the Jesus Way. 
 
I am not trying to set up choice, which is more important—action or contemplation. 
Don’t they both feed into the other. Personally, I believe the entrance point can be 
either action or contemplation. Most people act, love, risk engagement, and make 
mistakes before they personally experience their own deep need for contemplation.  
 
Let me confess that I am drawn to quietness and reflection, sitting with my soul before 
I act. There are times I actually remember, even name, how many mistakes I have 
made without spending the needed time in prayer. I want to learn to remove my ego 
from any discussion about peacemaking. I want my actions to come not from my ego-
needs but from the wisdom and compassion of what I want to be my best nature.  
 
And so, this day, I will pray. I will try and remember that Lent can mean “spring.” 
Lent is the season of letting go, yes, but it is more about “picking up” that which is life 
affirming. Lent is a most treacherous time; it is the season of deep introspection, of 
naming our ego needs, and breathing in the things that make for peace. I close with the 
beautiful hymn, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”…and let it begin in me. 
 
 

A word from our pastor. . . 
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                Highlights from Council    

**************************************************************************************** 
The Council of Dover UCC met on Tuesday, February 15th at Dover Church, at 7:00 PM.  Financials for 
January 2022 were discussed are shown below. 
 
As of 1/31/2022: 
Year-to-Date revenue:     $  71,735.00 
Year-to-Date expenses:    $  27,013.00 (8% of 2022 
                                                                                                            budget) 
 
Endowment Fund Total Market Value          $1,001,304.00  
                                                                                       
 

Moderator Report 
 

My principal at Lee Burneson Middle School used to say,  “Change is our friend.” These words 
became our mantra as each year brought more disruption to our school schedules, curriculum, and teaching 
materials.  I remember yearning for a year when I didn’t have to change classrooms, textbooks, and processes.  
That never happened. 

When Don and I came back to Dover Congregational UCC, the church of my youth and mothering 
days, I had been twenty years away.  As I reconnected with friends I had known for years, I welcomed new 
friends into my life.  It was a period of strange homecoming.  In some ways you can’t go home again, but it is 
also true that Dover Church retains history, traditions, and a particular identity that has been passed down 
through generations of caring and working together in God’s name.  

This is the church I love.  It is the place I found that God is bigger than my loving family.  It is the 
place that I discovered a secure place in the larger world. 

Here at Dover, this year, we are claiming our past and reaching out into an unknown future that only 
God knows.  We have been through a stressful time when our bonds of Christian love have had to find new 
expressions.  Some of us feel separated from what was and are finding ways to come back. 

The Council met a few weeks ago to celebrate that we stand strong as a church even as we  recognize 
that the inevitable change can be our friend as God builds on our strengths and creates a new thing among us.   

We celebrate that Kathleen Poe and Ted Vance have fulfilled their terms and give thanks that they 
both continue to share their gifts with us.  We welcome two new members, Ken Delfing and Don Armour, 
looking forward to new gifts that they bring to our leadership team. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a period of homecoming for all of us.  It is a 
time to come together in whatever way we can, to recognize our history and ethos 
together and to acknowledge that while change is inevitable, God will surprise us 
with a future of energy and love. 

Council has set goals for this year.  They are comprehensive, and we need this 
community of love to help us move ahead.  Thank you to the Transition 
Committee that has been nominated and selected:  Ted Vance, Eileen Schultz, Sue 
O’Neil, Mary Mann and Michael DiLauro.   As they begin their work, they will be 
asking you about who we are as a church, who we want to be, and who is our 
neighbor.   Please speak the truth as you see it, with love. As our work continues, 
we need your hands, your hearts, your minds, and your prayers.    

 

Sharrie Nichols  
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 From The Minister of Justice  

“The In-Between Times” 
 
We call these 
the in-between times, 
when we are departing 
from the familiar 
and approaching the unknown, 
when events appear 
to be suspended 
in some sort 
of an undefined state, 
resulting in a loss 
of balance. 
 
We have known such times before-- 
our history provides many examples— 
most recently in the century just past, 
notable not only 
for its technological progress, 
but for two world wars as well— 
who in those in-between times, 
might have imagined the destruction 
let loose upon our fragile world, 
or the adventures that awaited 
beyond our earthly atmosphere? 
 
These are times of monumental change, 
in which we may only keep our balance 
by being amenable to sudden shifts 
in our approach to life— 
a return to the familiar past 
is no longer possible, 
but then it never has been, 
whenever we attempted 
to cross the divide 
between the familiar 
and the unforeseen, 
between who we are, 
and who we must become. 
 
                                ~Bette Oliver 
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MARCH IS COLORECTAL CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

 

PREVENTABLE, TREATABLE, BEATABLE ~ COLON CANCER 
 

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, so I wanted to review some information on it. Colon 
cancer is cancer of the rectum or colon. This year more than 145,000 people will be diagnosed with 
it and 51,000 will die of it. With certain types of screening, this cancer can be prevented by 
removing polyps (grape-like growths on the wall of the intestine) before they become cancerous.  
 
People are so afraid of the idea of getting a colonoscopy, but screening tests detect colorectal cancer 
early, when it can be more easily and successfully treated. Colorectal cancer is linked to getting older 
and is usually diagnosed in people age 50 and over.  However, colorectal cancer in adults younger 
than 50 is on the rise.  
 
Risk Factors: 
Inflammatory bowel disease such as Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis. 
A personal or family history of colorectal cancer or colorectal polyps. 
A genetic syndrome such as familial adenomatous polyposis  
 
Lifestyle Factors that may increase one’s risk: 
A diet low in fruit and vegetables and whole grains. 
A diet high in red meat (such as beef, pork or lamb) or processed meat (such as bacon, sausage, hot  
           dogs or cold cuts). 
Lack of physical exercise 
Overweight or obesity, especially for those who carry fat around their waists. 
Excessive alcohol consumption. 
Smoking. 
 
Symptoms: 
Blood in or on your stool (bowel movement). 
Change in bowel movements. 
Stools that are more narrow than usual. 
Stomach pain, aches, bloating or cramps that don’t go away. 
Losing weight for no apparent reason. 
Feeling tired all the time. 
Vomiting.   
 
If you have any of these symptoms, talk to your doctor. They may be caused by something other than 
cancer. The only way to know what is causing them is to see your doctor. Colorectal polyps and 
colorectal cancer may not cause symptoms, especially at first. Someone could have polyps or 
colorectal cancer and not know it. That is why getting screened regularly for colorectal cancer is so 
important. 
 
Prevention: 
Almost all colorectal cancers begin as precancerous polyps (abnormal growths) in the colon or 
rectum. Such polyps can be present in the colon for years before invasive cancer develops.  
Colorectal cancer screening can find precancerous polyps so they can be removed before they turn 
into cancer. In this way, colorectal cancer is prevented. 
 

 

https://www.preventcancer.org/education/preventable-cancers/colorectal-cancer/#panel-1678999442
https://www.preventcancer.org/education/preventable-cancers/colorectal-cancer/#panel-898453475
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Screening can also find colorectal cancer early, when there is a greater chance that treatment will be 
more effective. Start screening at age 45 if you’re at an average risk, but if you have certain risk 
factors you may need to start screening sooner or get screened more often—talk to your health care 
professional. Continue screening to age 75 if you are in good health, with a life expectancy of 10 
years or more. If you are ages 76-85, talk with your health care professional about whether to 
continue screening.  

 
Research is underway to find out if changes to your diet can reduce your colorectal cancer risk. 
Researchers are studying the role of diet in preventing colon cancer, but much still needs to be 
understood. Generally, experts encourage eating lots of fruits, vegetables and whole grains and 
limiting red meat and avoiding processed meat for a healthy diet. 

 

Information taken from Preventcancer.org 

Blessings and Prayers, Julie Kiefer, RN 

Information 45,600 people will be diagnosed with colorectal 
cancer and more than  

REMEMBER: 

 

Colon cancer is . . . 

 

 Preventable 

 

 Treatable 

 

 Beatable! 



Page 7 

 

MEET OUR  
 

STEWARDS OF THE MONTH! 
 

 
 

Sara Burneson, Sue Jachnick and Dawn Smith are “instrumental in maintaining the 
planting beds of the church grounds.. . .they have spent countless hours trimming, 
watering and weeding to keep our churchyard inviting.  All are self-directed . . .they 

know what needs to be done, and they do it!”  
                                                                                       Nominated by Janice Mattingly 

“I’m a member of Dover church because we 

welcome everyone and we value mission, 

not just in theory, but in practice.” 

Sara Burneson 

Sue Jachnick 

Dawn Smith 

“Stick with it.  Years ago, when I was in nursing 

school I hit a rough patch and was feeling very 

down.  I came home and had a long talk with my 

mother. Her ultimate advice was to stick with it 

and take it one hurdle at a time. I followed her 

advice and have applied it to multiple situations 

throughout my life and it has helped 

tremendously.”   

“I found Dover Congregational UCC in a time of 

great need over 30 years ago and found people I 

love who showed me how to “do church” outside 

the walls of our building. I am especially 

thankful for Keith and Cynthia.” 
 



Page 8 

 

Sara Burneson 
 

Tell us what you have enjoyed most about being a part of this church family? 
That’s a hard one to pin down – Dover Church has been part of my life for so long.  It 
was the church I first joined in my early teens.  It was a wonderful youth experience.  It is 
the church where Greg and I met and were married.  We had a short break in membership 
when we lived in other communities. We rejoined the Sunday morning before our 
youngest was born.  He just turned 58. It is the place I celebrated new life and the lives of beloved family 
members and friends who passed away. 
 
What are some of your church activities?  
Edited the church paper; Church School teacher; Youth Advisor; Served on Mission, Kitchen, Personnel 
Committees sometimes as a chair; Worked with Interfaith Hospitality Network when we hosted homeless 
families 2 or 3 times a year; Pastoral Search Committee; Peace Camp volunteer; Prayer Group (We still meet 
on Zoom);  Currently I do very little.  I work with my wonderful friend, Dawn Smith, checking needs in the 
kitchen.  We also work with fabulous volunteer, Janice Mattingly, undertaking a very small part of the 
gardening needs around our church.  Janice does it all. 
 
What brings you hope and joy? 
My family and friends.  My Church family and my retirement community included. 
 
Name something positive that you have done to cope during the COVID Pandemic  
Talked to a wonderful volunteer, Jan DiLauro, who checked on me regularly. 
Received a creative book of activities developed and delivered by members of our Calling and Caring 
Committee (That committee is such a special, hardworking, loving group of people.) 
 
Best piece of advice from a family member? 
When people say or do things or fail to say or do things and it feels hurtful or offensive, it may not be about 
you at all.  It is more likely that it has to do with what they are struggling with in their 
lives. 

 
Sue Jachnick 
 
Why do you attend Dover church? 
I was born, baptized and raised, confirmed and attended Sunday school in Dover Church. My grandmother, 
my parents and aunt and uncle all attended Dover church. I was married in the church and will probably be 
buried from Dover church. I feel a strong sense of history with Dover church and it is a part of who I am.  I 
feel like the church is family. I’ve known some of the members my whole life. In more recent years as I have 
become active with committees I feel that I have become part of a sisterhood with the women of the church. I 
like the traditional feel of the worship services and of course always find the sermons to be powerful and 
meaningful.  
 
What are some of your church activities?  
I have participated in a number of committees over the years. One that I enjoyed very much was working at 
the Berea fair many years ago when I was a teenager. The church prepared hot lunches and I helped serve and 
clean up. Recently I have served on the Mission committee, Worship committee where I ushered and served as 
a greeter, Church Council - recording secretary, Prayer Shawl committee, Gardening and I make greeting 
cards and donate them to both Calling and Caring and Prayer Shawl. I am also a member of the afternoon 
book club.  
 
What brings you joy and hope?   
Little children. I love spending time with them and seeing their joy and wonder.  
 
What has Covid prompted you to do? 
I decided to join an online Bible study group. We meet once a week via Zoom and study and discuss the Bible. 
I’ve been a member for two years and we are currently studying Matthew.  I have learned a lot and hope it is 
making me a better person.  
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Dawn Smith  
 
My years of contributions at Dover were always as a helper, not so much a leader, so I have great respect for 
those who have stepped up and done the hard work while accepting the help of folks like me. 
 
Tell us what you have enjoyed most about being a part of this church family? 
Doing activities with others like retreats, mission trips, singing and helping people I admire. 
 
What are some of your church activities?  
Church school, choir, community dinners, kitchen committee, retreats, mission trips, memorial services, visits 
and dinners for calling & caring, book group, open & affirming process, gardening and annual clean up. All as 
a helper to many others. 
 
What brings you joy and hope?   
Friends, family, helping where I can. 
 
What has COVID prompted you to do? 
Baking, reading and staying in touch virtually. 
 
Best advice from my family? 
My mom always reminds me how blessed we are. 
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     Christian  Education 
 
March is the month I feel I can take a deep breath.  
Winter is coming to an end (hopefully!) and the Lenten 
season is right around the bend.  I love the hopefulness 
of Lent and Easter--the feeling of rebirth, with the 
Spring flowers breaking through the thawing ground, 
and a sense of “second chances” the warm weather and 
new life brings. 
 
The Sunday school classes will begin the Lenten series 
of storytelling in March, with stories of Jesus’ early 
life, the temptation of Christ, his ministry to God’s 
people, and finally the Passion. If children are not ready 
to attend Sunday school face-to-face, they are invited to 
participate via Zoom during the 10:00 AM worship 
service.  Call the church office for information on 
participating via Zoom. 
 
If you have any questions about our program, please 
email Jane Coil at jcoil@doverucc.org; or call the 
church office--440-871-1050. 

 
 
 
 
 
“God gave worship 

so that we might 
become partners in 

his highest 
purposes.” 

                   ~Dr. Jack Hayford 

 
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have two services every Sunday morning, one at 8:15 
AM in our chapel, which is a more informal service, and the 
second at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary, where you will hear a 
variety of music styles from contemporary praise to 
traditional hymns.  Our pastor’s message is sure to inspire.   
 
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed on the Dover 
Congregational UCC Facebook page.   Check out our website 
for a link to the livestream without need of a Facebook 
account.  Recorded services will be available on our web 
page, doverucc.org, under the ‘Sermons” tab on Monday 
mornings. 
 
 
Our Minister of Justice, the Rev. Dr. John Rinehart, shares 
his thoughts on justice, diversity and equality every 
Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM live on Facebook, or you 
may watch the recording at a later date. 
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~In 2021, Dover UCC and its members donated over $10,000 
in cash and gifts in kind to Providence House. 
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Providence House is called a "crisis nursery" but that phrase does little to really describe the work 
of this organization now celebrating 40 years of service to children, families, and 
communities.  Committed to the welfare of children, they provide both residential and 
community services to families in need.  That need can be financial, social, or emotional /
psychological with the primary goals to prevent child abuse and/or neglect and to restore and 
preserve the family unit.  Sometimes families are in such great need that their children are in real 
danger of physical or emotional trauma and home is no longer safe for them.  
 
Providence House has two residential facilities on the near west side - Leo's House and 
Elizabeth's House. They provide a home-like setting with trained staff providing loving care and 
any intervention service needed to help the child.  But, in addition, they require active 
involvement by the child's family in the effort to ensure rehabilitation and the restitution of a safe 
home. The work is hard and complicated dealing with each child and their family as an individual 
unit with unique needs.  No child is turned away and no family pays for services. Without 
Providence House, these children would go into temporary foster care.   
 
The challenge is Providence House must grow to be able to accommodate the children delayed or 
denied admission when the House is full.  So, Providence House is expanding and creating a 
facility on the eastside in the Buckeye-Miles area.  Their services are desperately needed there -- 
the new facility can accommodate 60 children and provide essential services to those children and 
their families.  Providence House relies on donations to maintain its operations.  The many good 
people of Dover UCC provided both dollars and needed supplies to the House in 2021. YOU 
were essential to their continued good work and allowed children to receive the support and 
services they required.   
 
Dover UCC provided funds for a new industrial dishwasher (over 300 bottles a day go through 
that dishwasher now!).  And funds were used, as Keith recently told us, to buy each child a 
Christmas gift that they asked Santa for--how special is that!  Two children received donated new 
coats-a boy and a girl-the first real winter coats they had and boy, did they love them! The little 
girl slept with hers.   
 
My hope is that this loving Dover congregation will continue its interest in the work of 
Providence House as we find more ways to be involved at an even deeper level. Children really 
are the future and Providence has a proven track record of making an impact that endures in the 
lives of these children. Let's keep helping them. As Jesus said, “let the little children come to 
me” . . . to Providence House.  

Meri Armour 

~Mission of Providence House~ 
 

“Providence House protects at-risk children and supports 
families through crisis, strengthening communities to end child 

abuse and neglect.” 
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31st Annual Homeless Stand Down  

April 23, 2022 

FirstEnergy Stadium 
 
 
What is the Homeless Stand Down? (From the web site) 

The Homeless Stand Down (HSD) is a special one-day event for individuals and 
families experiencing homelessness. The HSD provides a day of respite from the 
elements, renewal of the human spirit, and connection to needed services that 
assist in the totality of human wellness and sustainability.  
This year they expect 1,500+ guests to attend and they have the ambitious goal to 
provide each guest with a new or very gently used pair of shoes or work boots and 
new socks. 
 
 

This is where Dover can help!  
 

We will be collecting new or very gently used athletic shoes and work boots for both men and 
women in any size. We are also collecting men and women’s new socks in any size.  
 
Please bring your donations to church and drop them into the collection box located by the office 

by March 22, 2022. 
 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to take the items Downtown on March 24th between 1 pm and 4pm. 
If you can help deliver the items please call or text Roberta Moorman at 440-502-0621. 
 
**************************************************************************** 
 
 
If you would like to learn more about the Homeless Stand Down please visit their web site BVU 
Volunteer Center | History of the Homeless Stand Down (bvuvolunteers.org) 

                                         

 

 

 

https://volunteerconnect.bvuvolunteers.org/hsdhistory
https://volunteerconnect.bvuvolunteers.org/hsdhistory
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   We lose ourselves in books,  
we find ourselves there, too.  

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell 

by Robert Dugoni 

We will meet via Zoom on Monday,  
March 21, at 6:45 PM.   

 
“Sam Hill always saw the world through 
different eyes.  Born with red pupils, he was 
called ‘Devil Boy’ or Sam “Hell” by his 
classmates; ‘God’s will’ is what his mother 
called his ocular albinism.  
Her words were of little 
comfort, but Sam 
persevered, buoyed by his 
mother’s devout faith, his 
father’s practical wisdom, 
and his two other misfit 
friends.” 
 
 

 

Everybody’s Son 
 

by Thrity Umrigar 
 

We will meet on Monday, March 7, at  
1:30 PM in Thomas Hall at Dover. 

 
“Ten-year old Anton is left locked in an 
apartment in the projects, alone for seven days, 
while his mother is three blocks away, in a 
crack house where her drug dealer keeps her 
high and locked away from her son.  Anton is 

placed with child services and 
then adopted by a well-to-do 
white family.  Following in his 
adopted family’s footsteps, 
Anton, too, rises within the 
establishment.  But when he 
discovers the truth about his 
life . . .he must come to terms 
with the moral complexities 
committed by the people he 

loves most.”   

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

 

“CHECK OUT” THIS BOOK IN OUR LIBRARY 

A Woman of No Importance:  The Untold Story of the American Spy Who Helped Win World War II 
                  by Sonia Purnell 
 
“In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission:  “She is the most 
dangerous of all Allied spies.  We must find and destroy her.”  The target in 
their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked her way into 
Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston 
Churchill’s “Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare.”  She became the first 
Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and--despite her prosthetic leg-
-helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing secret 
warfare as we know it today. 
 
Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, called weapons 
and explosives down from the skies, and became a linchpin for the 
Resistance. 
 
Based on new and extensive research, the author has for the first time 
uncovered the full secret life of Virginia Hall--an astounding and inspiring 
story of heroism, spycraft, resistance, and personal triumph over shocking 
adversity.  A Woman of No Importance is the breathtaking story of how 
one woman’s fierce persistence helped win the war. 
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                                     For Your Information 

 
The generosity of our congregation has continued 
throughout this time of uncertainty, unsure of 
when we will be able to gather again.   Please 
continue to remember to mail in your pledge to 
the church office.  If you are sending a check to 
be directed to another ministry, please indicate 
on the “Memo” section of the check,  
e.g. Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, 
etc. 
 

 
 
Dover will soon be rolling out a new website with a new, easier link for 
making online donations--one-time, recurring or to special funds.  While you 
are waiting . . . why not try out our new app on your mobile device?  You can 
make online donations--a one-time donation or recurring donations; you can 
check out events scheduled for Dover; leave a prayer request; access our 

website . . . and more features are forthcoming!  You can install the app from the link below, or call the 
church office and Jane Coil will send it to you. 
 

                                                https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc 

I AM (Inclusion Affirmation 
Ministry) is a support group for the 
LGBTQA community, their parents, 
family and friends.  They have been 
meeting at area restaurants the last 
Sunday of the month.   
 
Due to the safe distance mandates recently put into 
place, they will not be meeting at this time.  They are 
looking into the possibility of Zoom virtual 
meetings. 
 
Please check their Facebook group page for updates. 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital so a 
phone call from  Rev. Keith or parish nurse Julie can be arranged.  In many cases, we are 
not allowed person to person visits at this time. 
 
When you are recovering, Rev. Keith and Julie are available to give you a call, just call the church office 
to let them know you desire a call. 
 
We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  

Please notify the church office 
if you have a change of 
address, telephone number(s) 
or a new email address. 
 
A church directory is emailed 
quarterly to congregation 
members, and we would like to 
have the correct information 
for you! 

https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc
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Please call the office, or email doverucc@doverucc.org with any 
suggestions you have for information to be shared in the Dover Voices 
monthly.  If there is anything you would like added, please let the 
church office know! 
 
If you have an article(s) you would like published, submit by the deadline 
published in each monthly edition; please keep your articles to 150 words 
or less and include information about your group’s activities and events.  
Pictures are welcome and encouraged! 
 
The deadline for submissions for the April edition is:  

                                           

                                       Wednesday, March 23rd.   
 
 

Have a concern or question for Church 
Council?   

 
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
Moderator - Sharon Nichols 

Vice Moderator - Molly Burnett 
Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 

Treasurer - Pam Compton 
 

Members at Large: 
Don Armour, Ken Delfing, Joe Healey,  

Adam Jakubiak, Ruth Kroll, Maria Velez,  
Georgann Yonkers 

  
 

Ex-oficio Members: 
Keith Stuart, John Rinehart 
Martha Vivona, Jane Coil 

                                          More Information 
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Rev. Keith Stuart .......................................... Pastor 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart .............. Minister of Justice 

Craig Reynolds ............................... Music Director 

Jan Jones ................................................... Organist 

Vicki Thompson ........................................ Organist 

Gail Schuenemann .................. Financial Secretary 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Sharon Nichols ......................... Council Moderator 

Molly Burnet ....................Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

Pam Compton ............................ Council Treasurer 

Martha Vivona ..................................... Lay Leader 

Jane Coil .......... CE Director/Office Administrator 

Amanda & Jeff Hughes................. Youth Advisors 

Katie Alexander and 

Georgann Yonkers ............ Assist. Youth Advisors 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm 
that God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, 
sexual orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the 
full life and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
welcomed all people into God’s circle of grace. 

Come to me, all you who area weary and burdened 

~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to 
feel God’s presence in the midst of their concerns: 

 

Richard Bauer (Carol Bauer’s father), Art Beel, Marie Black, James Caldwell (Sunny Thompson’s cousin), 
Tom and Judy Caswell (Carol Bauer’s in-laws), Colleen Chittick, Mark Chomoa (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), 
the family of Bob Cilimburg, Keli Clark (friend of Carol Bauer), Aida Colon, Mike English, Gerrard (friend of 
Kevin Kurth), Robb & Jennifer Gaskins (friends of Bonnie & Parker Reynolds), Dick Gebben (Mabel 
Johnson’s son-in-law), Mary Lou Gerdel, Sofia Greer (friend of Jeff & Amanda Hughes), Paul Horning, Glen 
Jenkins, Kayla (Gary & Sandy Burkey’s niece), the family of Scott Johnson (Mabel Johnson’s son), Walter & 
Angie Kalix, Nanci Keller (Amy Keller’s mother-in-law), the family of Erna Kloos, Joyce (Julie Kiefer’s 
mother), Jason (David Wakelee’s partner), Kathy King, the family of George Lewellyn (Nilsa’s husband), Jim 
& Kaye Mesaros, Tim Mesaros (Jim & Kaye’s son), Jeff Matos, Cathy Montgomery, Diane Pentek, the family 
of Paul Phillips (father of David deBardelaben-Phillips), Denece Praeger, the family of Alaire Rothhaas (sister
-in-law of Gloria Rothhaas), the family of Rod Reilly, Susan Reynolds (sister of Denece Praeger), Alice Rini, 
Haley Schultz, Helen Sima (neighbor of Kevin Kurth), Dawn Stepic (friend of Georgann Yonkers), Bill Shiley 
(friend of Lyn & Rick Koehler), Donna Terepka, Robin Thomas, Michael (David Wakelee’s mother’s 
husband), the family of Linda Wiant (Kurt & Rita Wiant’s sister-in-law), Theresa Zupancic (Georgann 
Yonkers’ sister).   

Matthew 11:28 
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