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WEEK THREE 

Monday, March 14 

Reading:  1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. 
If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 
may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

Thought:  I try to keep this verse in my mind as I write these devotions. It is also the verse used to 
illustrate the devotion in “Our Daily Bread” for March 2, in which a well-known actor felt 
called to record an audio version of the entire Bible. It took him over two hundred hours, 
and he did it for free. We can all speak, and this is another example of a gift being used in 
an unusual way to serve God.  

What other unusual ways do you know of to serve God? 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit – guide me as I search for the ways you call me to serve. Give me strength and 
wisdom to discern my calling. 

Tuesday, March 15 

Reading:  Genesis 15:1 the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: Do not be afraid, Abram. I am 
your shield, your very great reward. 

Thought:  When we walk this path of faith, we are called not only to learn and to worship, but to serve 
God as well. When we use our gifts in the way God wants us to, the result is a deep feeling 
of satisfaction and joy which is a great reward indeed. This verse tells us how Abram – later 
renamed and known as Abraham – was called by God to leave his home and travel to an 
unknown destination. We don’t know where our journey of faith may lead us, or what may 
happen to us as we walk, but we do know that God is with us and will protect us.  

Does travelling into the unknown make you nervous or afraid?  

Prayer:  Mighty God – be my strength and shield, guard me and guide me through life so I may live 
it as you desire. 
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Wednesday. March 16 

Reading:  Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and salvation, whom shall I fear? 

Thought:  The Bible tells us repeatedly, “Do not be 
afraid.”  If you think about it, this is the 
same as saying, “Have faith,” because 
faith is the opposite of fear. When our 
faith is perfect, we simply cannot be 
afraid. There are so many things we may 
be afraid of as we walk this path of faith 
and service. Maybe you are afraid of 
disappointing others, or not meeting 
your own expectations. Maybe you are 
afraid that people may laugh at your 
ideas. Have faith that when God is 
leading you, you have no deed of fear, 
whatever they are.  

What secret fears do you have? 

Prayer:  Friend Jesus – walk with me and be my salvation and the light to my path. Replace my fear 
with faith and strength. 

Thursday, March 17 

Reading:  Philippians 3:20 Our citizenship is in heaven. 

Thought:  As responsible citizens, we follow the laws of our nation and the bylaws of our city as well 
as the norms of our society. This letter to the Philippians raises an interesting concept. We 
are not only citizens of our world, but of God’s kingdom as well. Sometimes the laws and 
expectations of God are the same as our country and city, and sometimes they are different. 
In many ways Christians are called to a higher standard of morals, kindness, and 
compassion.  

What do you think is different about being a citizen of heaven as well as living on earth? 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit – guide me as I do my best to be a responsible citizen of God’s world. 

Friday, March 18   

Reading:  Philippians 4:1 Therefore my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and 
my crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 

Thought:  A good friend of mine would refer to her children as “my petal” which I always thought was 
a lovely way to think of those soft and precious little ones. How much more wonderful are 
these words to the Philippians – “my joy and my crown.”  To be called something like that 
would lift my heart and soul and make me supremely happy!  

What is the most inspiring thing you have ever been called? 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father – thank you for these words of encouragement and inspiration. I want to 
be your joy and crown. 
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Saturday, March 19 

Reading:  Luke 9:62 Jesus replied “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service 
in the kingdom of God 

Thought:  These can be some hard verses to reconcile to our vision of what it means to be a Christian. 
It is human nature to seek out pleasure and ease and I know I often focus on the wonder, 
love. and joy that comes from having a full spiritual life. It’s not all blessings though. To put 
it in the current vernacular – Christianity isn’t just roses and unicorns! Christianity is hard 
work. It can require sacrifice. We may be tempted to look back and seek the easy way. Jesus 
also said to take up his yoke and the burden would be light.  

What do you find most challenging in your life as a Christian? 

Prayer:  Jesus – you are the companion of my soul. Help me to keep my focus forward on the straight 
path of righteousness.  

Sunday, March 20 

Reading:  Luke 9:45 They did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they 
did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. 

Thought:  Think on this – the disciples, who were right there with Jesus, didn’t always understand the 
importance of the events happening right around them. We don’t always know what is 
happening either. If you are worried or anxious or have spiritual confusion, this is normal. 
It can take courage to take a step of faith when you don’t know where that step may take 
you. When in doubt - pray boldly, don’t be afraid to ask for directions!  

What spiritual matters do you feel are hidden from you that you should ask God about? 

Prayer:  Gracious God – help me to remember that you are there and that I can ask you anything. 

 


