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AGENDA 

6:00 PM Zoom Doors Open (actually, they’re open as soon as you get the zoom link) 

6:30 PM  Potluck Dinner (Grab your dinner, choose a breakout room!) 

6:45 PM Worship 

7:00 PM          Meeting Called to Order 

1. Review of Meeting Procedures 

2. Agenda Approval 

3. Adoption of AGM 2021 Minutes 

4. Ministry Reports 

5. Pastor’s Address 

6. Vote for Nomination Committee 

8. 2021 Financial Report 

9. 2022 Budget 

10. Results of Votes 

11. Prayer for Pastor + Elders 

9:00 PM Meeting Adjourned 
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2021 Annual Reports 

 

 

 
Although these reports cover our main ministries, there are many 

of you doing God’s work within our church and community that 

may not be mentioned here. Your work does not go unnoticed. 

Your time, energy, and dedication are appreciated. We praise God 

for all of those at Living Hope who serve in the name of our Lord 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

Dear Living Hope Church,  

I am deeply inspired by the stories of members of our congregation 

living through the pandemic. The stories of people working through 

the hard things of life, or struggling with making sense of the world, 

or caring and serving others in their jobs and so much more. These 

are testimonies to the faithfulness of God always walking with us along the way, and it is a 

grace to see his presence with us collectively and individually.  

2021 saw us begin the year with no in person services, and we lived on zoom and YouTube 

together primarily until the summer. As frustrating as it was not to be together for our 

Sunday worship, there was a sense of community as we found ways to connect with each 

other as we were able. Our small groups and triads have been a great help to many in the 

congregation, and there is a need right now to start more groups and invite others to our 

existing groups.  

In July of 2021, we were able to return to in person services at Queneesh Elementary. For 

July and August, we gathered there in a round seating format, and focused on reconnecting 

with each other again. In September, the school district redesigned their rental policy and 

practices, and we needed to find an alternate space to hold our services. Bay Community 

Church graciously allowed us to worship there, and 4pm was chosen as our service time. It 

turned out that the cost for rentals in the school district was significantly increased, as well 

as the complexity, as well as not being able to book some Sundays in the year, and this 

coupled with the difficulty of setting up the church every Sunday we inquired of Bay 

Community if we could continue to worship there for the foreseeable future. I recognize 

that the timing of the service has caused difficulty for some, while also been a blessing for 

others. Our long term hope is to look at our building needs again in light of how many 

people return to regular worship as part of the LHC community in the months ahead.  
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2021 has seen some transition in our staff and coordinators as well. Shannon Dakiniewich 

stepped back from serving as the children’s ministry coordinator in May, to focus on her 

work with horses and her managing her property. Thank you, Shannon for your great work 

with the kids for these past few years. Rachel Deforge worked as our full-time office 

administrator through the pandemic, and helped us get through the hardest most isolated 

part. Rachel’s last day was December 15th, 2021. Alison Bolton stepped back from serving 

as our Queneesh Coordinator in the fall of 2021, and Naomi Ciantar has taken on the role.  

Kids ministry started back up in September, and although bumpy getting things rebooted 

for in person worship, we have had some great lessons and spectacular sparks of learning 

amongst our kids as part of our worship together. Looking forward, there is hope to get 

some more coordination and direction and support for our teachers. And to continue to 

develop the ministry to serve our kids well passing on the faith generation to generation.  

Office administration was taken care of by me for year end, with the hiring process for a 

part time administrator began late January of 2022 with Melissa Madore starting near the 

end of February. Amy Fountain has taken on some aspects of our administration as well on 

a part time basis; she contributes to organizing our ministry servers and is going to start 

working with our website and midweeks. Don Leman has also helped in regards to our 

Sunday services, by volunteering to organize lyrics for the Sunday service.  

Bob Van Tol restarted our junior youth ministry in September of 2021, and the kids have 

happily returned to the routine of joining together on Thursday nights to play, study, and 

play again.   

Looking forward for 2022, the hope is to really regain a healthy small groups ministry 

through our Hope Groups and our triads and return to bible studies together as well as 

finding opportunities to share meals as a community. We will continue to submit to the 

government regulations and restrictions, and always try our best to keep our congregation 

safe while providing opportunities to build one another up in the faith. Given the large 

number of people who are new to the valley and to our congregation through this 
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pandemic season, finding means of connecting and sharing life together will be so 

important going forward. A special welcome to all of you who have moved in this season of 

less easy connection, and with less regular means of connecting to a community! We hope 

this next season will bring much joy and the forming of good relationships. 

2022 will also be a by-law review year! I know, so exciting. Every five years we must review 

our by-laws and bring them up to date. We’ll be forming a committee, and there will be 

opportunities for congregational participation along the way. I know, you’re on the edge of 

your seat in anticipation.  

This will also be a year of reviewing our membership process, and together I hope we can 

develop a membership practice of covenant and sharing things in common with each other 

that reflects our longing to live life together in Christ, as a witness and testimony to the 

unity of faith and Spirit and Lord that binds us together. And hopefully, as we look at 

membership we also think about evangelism and what that might look like in the valley for 

the next chapter.  

Lastly, many of the people in our congregation have experienced significant stories through 

the past two years. As we begin to reengage with one another, let us do so with grace and 

love, and care for one another as though we were caring for Christ himself. We all need 

intentionality to reach out to one another, to invite others into relationship with us, and to 

allow ourselves to accept invitations that come our way. May the Lord bless you with his 

presence through this chapter of our life together.  

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                                           

Rev. Micah Smith 
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 ELDERS’ REPORT   

 Well it has been another interesting year. I do feel it was better than 

last year. We were able to meet in person most of the elders meetings. 

And especially as a congregation, it has been very nice to meet in 

person again this year. 

We spent a lot of time in prayer and thought and discussion regarding 

where we should meet as a congregation. And it has turned out very 

well having it at Bay community Church at 4 o’clock. I do know for some people this is not 

the ideal time. But it appears to be working out quite well all in all. 

Again this year it has been a blessing to be able to help people out with the benevolence 

fun. So again I want to thank everyone for their generosity. 

We are still trying to figure out how to do discipleship, during this time of Covid. Continued 

prayers for that would be great. 

This is the end of my six year term as an elder. This comes with both excitement and 

sadness. 

I am quite excited to see who God is going to lead to eldership. As it is an incredible 

blessing and privilege to be an elder. We get to spend time as God’s children, praying and 

listening to God, and then helping lead his church where he wants it to go. It is really 

nothing short of amazing to have that opportunity.  

And it is because of this, there is some sadness on my part. It has been great to work with 

all the Elders that are on the board now and that have been on the board while I have been 

an elder. 

It has been an honour to be an elder with this congregation as well. You have helped make 

it very enjoyable. thank you. 
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We have done a lot over the last six years. I would just like to mention a few of the 

highlights: 

We as a congregation I’ve had the privilege to help quite a few of the kids Queneesh school. 

One that comes to mind, is when we were able to help a family purchase some specially 

hearing devices so a student could function in class. 

Living Hope was very generous and we had an opportunity to financially help one of our 

congregation. 

We transition from Pastor Dan, to no pastor for a while, and the whole hiring process of 

Micah. That could have been a very stressful situation. However, it turned out to be one of 

the Best things we went through. To see how everyone in the congregation stepped up, use 

their gifting and loved each other, made this transition a great experience for us. 

So I thank you all for giving me this opportunity over the last six years. 

Sincerely, 

Rocky Moise 
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 

During this second year of the pandemic, the Missions Team 

met primarily by email and phone in order to coordinate the 

outreach ministries of the church, both globally and locally. This 

year, we welcomed Naomi Ciantar and Carie Faa to the Mission 

Team. Naomi graciously stepped up as the Living Hope liaison 

to Queneesh School, to continue to help us find practical ways 

to reach out to and to care for students, staff and families in our 

former gathering place.  

Each week, the Missions Team featured a particular international worker (formerly 

referred to as missionary), ministry or organization as a Mission Focus in the 

midweek announcements. The aim was to encourage the congregation to pray 

knowledgably for those we support financially and for others in our community. 

This year the Mission Team and Elder Board approved a three-year extension of 

our support and sponsorship of the Widows’ Garden Project in Uganda, which 

provides food security assistance to widows by raising money to lease land for 

them to farm.  

In November, we were inspired by a visit from Lorne and Kathy-Lu White, C&MA 

international workers, who spent a full weekend with Living Hope sharing about 

their work in Taiwan.  

In addition to our regular missional giving from the Tithe Account, the Mission 

Team was able to assist with other needs from the Global Outreach and Local 

Outreach accounts. One of our short-term international workers with YWAM 

incurred unexpected health costs and we were able to support him financially. 
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Locally, even though our access to students at Queneesh Elementary was curtailed, 

we were able to donate towards basic clothing supplies that the school requested. 

In October, the church conducted a sock drive, “Socktober.” Over 150 pairs of clean, 

warm socks were given to the Care-A-Van society to deliver to the homeless in our 

community. As well, we allocated funds for the operation of the Care-A-Van Society 

and the Comox Valley Transition Society. At Christmas, the Windsor family, who 

work with Bible translation in remote Northern Ontario, were overjoyed to receive 

five care packages from the people of Living Hope, along with some spending 

money. Thanks to all who gave so generously to these projects! 

Our calling to be missional people continues in spite of the pandemic. Let us pray 

for new ways to show the love of Christ and to tell the story of redemption to 

people in our community and around the world. If you are interested in knowing 

more about the Mission Team or have new ideas to offer, please contact Krista and 

consider joining the team. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Krista Barlow 
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WIDOWS’ GARDEN PROJECT MINISTRY (UGANDA)   

The last visit to the Project took place in October 2019.  Since 

then, the work has continued thanks to the generosity of donors 

and the capable efforts of Ugandan Project staff.  100 widows 

were added in 2020 (community of Ruborogota) and just 

recently another 100 widows in Kyamusooni.  Both areas are 

still within an easy commute to and from Iryango, where Elly’s 

home is situated and teams from Canada are housed.  God willing, a team will be 

able to visit in October of this year. 

 

Last year the Living Hope Board of Elders approved a proposal by the Missions 

Committee that the Project be extended another three years.   We are now 

embarked on year seven, the first of the extension.  This decision was met with 

great enthusiasm by the leaders of the various widow groups (not to mention those 

of us in Canada intimately connected to the Project). 

 

The number of assisted widows has now reached 736.  One widow has died with 

COVID-like symptoms, but cultivation of crops in the plots has continued unabated.  

Elly reports that 20 widows at Iryango (the original group) have dropped from 3 

plots to 2 due to various family circumstances (raising school fees is a constant 

pressure).  In the coming years we’ll see if our prediction that 3 plots are essential 

to maintain food security and renew the leases proves true for these 20 families. 

 

Fundraising is ongoing for another 100 widows to be recruited in October of this 

year. 
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Due to heavy rains, the bean crop suffered some, but the maize did well.  The 

leaders of the widows’ groups estimate that each widow was able to harvest about 

60 kg of beans and 100 kg of maize.  This means that no one should go hungry and 

leases are being renewed in the current year. 

 

Elly Nankunda has arranged on two occasions for a team to come from the local 

health centre in Kabuyanda on a Sunday to vaccinate people against COVID in the 

vicinity of Iryango.  Over 600 so far have received a first dose.  Funding for this 

initiative is being provided by Bay Community Church due to the efforts of Pearl 

and Marvin Morin, alumni from a past team visit to the Project. 

 

Our sincere thanks to Tim Folkman for his patient oversight of the Project and to 

Living Hope people for the opportunity to offer this hope to the widows of 

southwestern Uganda.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Moore 

Volunteer Project Officer 

Widows’ Gardens Project 

Living Hope Church 

 

 

   

  



 
13 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve. 

This past year we have been able to meet again at the Youth 

Unlimited site at Riverbend on Thursday evenings. Our meeting goes 

from 6:30 to 8:00pm each Thursday. We have had around 5 volunteer 

leaders and between 10-20 youth attend. The evening has continued 

to be a mixture of games, a Bible discussion and a small group time along with a chance for 

the kids to enjoy some snacks. We have recently finished a series on the book of James and 

we have just started a series on the book of Matthew. 

I want to take the opportunity to thank the volunteers who have given their time week in 

and week out and have contributed a great deal to the success of the junior youth 

program. It has been a great opportunity to build relationships with youth and introduce 

them to the gospel and scripture. I look forward to the year ahead. 

All glory to God, 

Bob vanTol 

Junior Youth Volunteer.  
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Nominating Committee Nominations: 

 Nominations for Elder: 

 Steve Mackey – Steve has been serving as treasurer of the 

board since 2018. He is up for reelection this year, for his 3rd 

consecutive term of 2 years. He has served exceptionally 

well and helped to guide us through significant financial 

changes over the last few years as we navigated the pastoral 

transition, the pandemic, staffing turnover, and increased 

oversight of our financial practices.  

Steve is married to Sandra, and they have two boys, Elliot 

and Wesley. Steve is an avid baseball player in the men’s league in Comox, and he is a 

partner specializing in design and development at Denman Digital. They have been 

attending Living Hope church since 2012. 

 

Mike Coady – Mike has been serving on the board since 2020. He’s 

been with Living Hope for 10 years.  

My name is Mike Coady. My wife, Dixi and I moved to the Comox 

Valley in 2012. Born in Newfoundland and raised in New Brunswick 

before joining the RCMP, we've enjoyed living in a variety of 

communities throughout Saskatchewan, Alberta and British 

Columbia. These communities have included northern isolated 

aboriginal communities to Calgary and everything in between. We 

have two adult sons, who still call Saskatchewan and Alberta home. 
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Nominations for Nominating Committee: 

Lisa Deith 

Lisa has served in our music ministry for many years, and cared for our worship together 

so well over that time. You’ll often see her playing the piano, and sharing songs that help us 

form our praise, lament, and prayers before our Lord. 

Lisa lives just north of Courtenay, with her husband Jamie, and a couple of sweet dear dogs. 

She loves hospitality and deep conversation over a warm beverage. 

Chad Van Tongeren 

Chad has served in our Host ministry on Sunday mornings, helping to shape our worship 

liturgy and guide our practice of living in the presence of God together. Chad is a doctor 

here in the valley, and together with his wife Carlene and two children Hudson and Stellalyn 

they joined Living Hope in 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
16 

 

 

 

 

  



 
17 

 

 

2021 Financial  

Report And  

2022 Budget 

 

To Follow shortly! 
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2021 AGM Minutes      Date: March 30, 2021 
Chairperson: Rocky Moise       Secretary: Jiri Karas 

 
7:03 pm - Meeting called to order – Rocky Moise 

1. Review of meeting procedures – Micah briefly prefaced with Zoom etiquette  
2. Approval of the agenda 

Motion: Shannon Dakiniewich; 2nd: Jeanie Grant. No discussion. Approved unanimously. 

3. Adoption of AGM 2020 minutes 
Motion to adopt: Mike Coady, 2nd:  Sarah Coull. Adopted unanimously. 

4. Ministry reports – as presented to the congregation in writing 
Questions: 
Carol Hardy – question re. contact with Queneesh. Micah and Alison Bolton have been in 
contact with the principal. Early in covid we moved out our stuff stored at the school. In 
December LH donated 10 pairs of runners. 
Steve Mackey – question re. youth ministry as no written report was submitted. Any update? 
Bob Van Toll – junior youth was only running in the fall briefly. 
Motion to accept ministry reports: Jim Hubbeard. / 2nd: Marian Furnell. 

5. Pastor’s intro to sharing time. We will hear from several people in the congregation.  
Sharing 1: David Moore (Widow’s Garden Project). 

 
6. Pastor’s address – Micah Smith 

Micah is thankful for the support of the church to him and his family.  
Through Covid LH has had a chance to consider why we are here. Once we are out of pandemic, 
perhaps LH will look more like a church plant. Things to continue to focus on are what are our 
values, how and where we worship and how we interact with the community (practice generous 
hospitality) 
 

7. Vote for tellers 
Nominated: Rachel Deforge, Don Leman 

 
8. Vote for elders and congregation reps on the nominating committee 

Standing for re-election: Krista Barlow, Jiri Karas  
New elder nominee: Jacquie Anderson  
The committee nominated Chris Van Tol, Gord Funk 
Vote conducted through a Zoom poll. 

 
Sharing 2: Annie Troy  

9. Financial report 2020 
Presented by Steve Mackey.  
This year LH has had a more complex type of annual report done (review engagement). 
Motion to receive 2020 finance statement: Steve Mackey; 2nd: David Dawes. No discussion. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
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Sharing #3: Lucas Storti. 
 

10. 2020 budget 
Presented by Steve Mackey. 
Motion to accept: Carol Hardy; 2nd: Lisa Tukker 
No discussion. Budget passed. 

11. Vote for elders and nominating committee - results 
All motions for elders and nominating committee passed. 
35 members present voted. The elders standing for re-election, the new elder nominee and the 
representatives for the nominating committee were all elected unanimously. 

 
Sharing #4: Cassandra Carter. 

12. Motion to destroy the ballots 
Motion: Jacquie Anderson; 2nd: Carlene Van Tongeren; Motion approved. 

Sharing #5: Carol Hardy. 

13. Chairman’s address (Rocky Moise) – thanked Carlene for the 5 years serving on the elders board. 
14. Prayer for the elders and the pastor 
15. Meeting adjourned – 9:30 pm 

 


