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Stay in Ephesus and tell those teaching 

different doctrines to Stop the 
nonsense!

What is the mystery of godliness? 1Tim 3:14-16

What this message is about

Having described the practical 
qualifications for leadership in the 
Church Paul points Timothy’s 
attention to the theology and truth 
that is the foundation for all 
Christian behavior. 

Purpose of  this message

To define what Paul means by “the 
mystery of  godliness” and to give a 
reason why being “godly” is 
essential for those who follow 
Christ.

What is godliness and why is it 
important for us to behave in a 
godly manner? 

1. Godliness is behavior inspired by 
the work of  Jesus and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

1Tim. 3:16

Great indeed, we confess, is the 
mystery of  godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, Vindicated
by the Spirit, seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up 
in glory.
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Phil. 2:3-5

Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of  you look 
not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of  others. 

Phil. 2:3-5
5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus,

2. Godliness is important because it 
authenticates the truth of  our 
message. 

1Tim. 3:14-15

I hope to come to you soon, but I 
am writing these things to you so 
that, 15 if  I delay, you may know 
how one ought to behave in the 
household of  God, which is the 
church of  the living God, a pillar 
and buttress of  the truth.

1Pet. 3:14-16

But even if  you should suffer for 
righteousness sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of  them, nor 
be troubled, 

1Pet. 3:14-16
15 but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, 
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1Pet. 3:14-16
16 having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame. 

The Church, and only the Church, in 
this world right now, is able to 
guard the truth and proclaim the 
truth. This cannot and will not be 
done by any other people on the 
face of  the earth. 

Next Step

Is there anything in your current 
behavior that undermines the 
message of  truth of  the life, death, 
resurrection, and glorification of  
Jesus, our savior? Conversely, 
what is one thing you can do this 
week that will give credibility to the 
truth? 
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