
Spiritual Plagiarism - Karma
Every person has done some bad things in their life, right? And for many of those bad things,
they have received some sort of consequences for their actions.

But then again, everyone has probably done some good things no matter how bad they typically
are. At some point they at least held the door open for a mom with little kids or thanked
Grandma for the cookies. And for those good things, they also received some sort of
consequences…a smile, a hug, a thank you.

Many people believe that in your life you have to try and balance out the bad with good. It’s like
you have a set of scales and for every bad thing that goes on one side, you need a good thing
to go on the other.

The world, and Buddhism call this Karma. Karma says that all people do bad things. Those bad
deeds cause suffering and no one wants to suffer. So, in order to undo the damage from those
bad deeds, people need to do “good deeds” to balance out the damage of the bad deeds in their
lives.

It’s the idea of “What goes around comes around” or “You get what you deserve.”

And to a degree it sounds biblical. But the biggest problem with Karma is YOU. See the belief is
that if you do more good than bad at the end of the day, you get to be something better in the
next life. Yes, if you say you believe in Karma, then you are saying you believe in reincarnation.

However, this is spiritual plagiarism, because the bible tells us that it is appointed that each man
would die ONCE.

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV)
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

You get ONE SHOT. That’s it. Then you die and you are judged. And if you are judged for
YOUR works, I can promise you that the scales will not read in your favor, and you will receive
the consequences of your works…eternal death in hell. That’s a fact.

Hebrews 9:28 (NKJV)
so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him
He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

Church this is your shot right here, salvation in Christ alone, by the work HE DID on the cross
alone. If you receive Him as Lord and Savior in this life…the bible says you are born again.
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Not born again because you did more good than bad, but born again because Jesus is God, He
is completely good, and He died on a cross as the payment for your sin. He offers you a new life
IN HIM where we receive HIS righteousness.

So when we are judged on that day, it will be not by our works, but by HIS!

Have you received Jesus? Have you given your life to the only One who can save your soul?
Today is the day! Make the choice!

Now until Jesus returns, we still live this life on earth. We still do good, and unfortunately we still
do some bad. And if you take out the lie of the enemy about reincarnation…doesn’t the idea of
“What goes around comes around” or “You get what you deserve” still seem to make sense?

It does seem biblical. But there’s a difference. Karma is a lie from the devil and it has NO
PLACE in the life or on the lips of the Christian.

It’s a false idea that was stolen from a spiritual law that God had made, and the enemy twisted
it…he spiritually plagiarized it, repackaged it as something almost right but just enough wrong to
send those who live by it to hell.

So what does the bible say? What is this spiritual law?

Galatians 6:7-10 (NKJV)
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good,
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

DO NOT be deceived…what Paul is saying is that believers CAN be deceived…we can be led
astray, led in error, led in sin…that’s what Karma is…

God is not mocked, you can turn your nose up at Him, you can question or doubt His Word…but
at the end of the day, His Word will prove to be faithful and true. And what He says will happen,
will happen.

Galatians 6:7 (NKJV)
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

If you plant an apple tree, you will not get oranges. You will pick what you plant.

Do you know why that is? Because of the seed.
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You do realize that what you plant comes from a seed, right? Many of us go to Carter’s and buy
our little plants, say a tomato plant, and put it in the ground and before you know it, you have
tomatoes.

It’s all because of the seed. Tomato seeds give you tomatoes. Squash seeds give you squash.
Corn seeds give you corn. Bird seed doesn’t give you birds though…I know, it’s the weirdest
thing.

You sow seed. It’s what you are doing with every word you say, and with every thing you do.

1. You always reap WHAT you sow

I didn’t say you ONLY reap what you sow. But you ALWAYS reap what you sow.

You can reap what others sow. The words or actions of others can have a negative or positive
effect on your life. That’s why it’s so important to be careful who you surround yourself with.

When it comes to seeing the lost come to Jesus, He told us in John chapter 4 that we will reap
where we didn’t labor (sow) but others have labored and we benefit from their labor.

You don’t only reap what you sow, but you always reap what you sow.

Galatians 6:8 (NKJV)
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

What is your flesh? Paul is not speaking of your physical body. Your flesh is the part of your
soul…the part of you that remains unredeemed. The part of you that is being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit.

It’s the natural part of you, the inherited sin nature that wars against the Spirit.

Romans 7:18 (CSB)
For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do what is
good is with me, but there is no ability to do it.

Of himself, Paul says there’s nothing good in him. The flesh is corrupt. And if you sow to the
flesh, toward the flesh and it’s desire, you reap corruption (decay)

Galatians 5:16-21 (CSB)
I say, then, walk by the Spirit and you will certainly not carry out the desire of the flesh.
17 For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is against
the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you don’t do what you want. 18 But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
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19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity,
promiscuity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar.
I am warning you about these things—as I warned you before—that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

If you sow to the flesh and it’s desires, you will reap OF the flesh…when you say and do what
you feel, what you want, you will receive based on what you feel and what you want but it will be
a return that decays…corruption.

But when you sow to the Spirit, you reap OF the Spirit…things that last, eternal life.

Not salvation…you don’t reap salvation, it’s a free gift through Jesus. It’s not a result of
sowing…see there’s more to eternal life than just salvation…

John 17:3 (NKJV)
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.

Can I tell you that if you KNOW Jesus, you have eternal life. And if you KNOW Him, then yes
you get to go to heaven one day. But the more you sow to the Spirit. The more you know Him.
And the more you know Him, the more your life here and now will be affected by eternity and
used for eternity.

What are you sowing? Because you’ll always reap what you sow.

If you don’t know what you’re sowing, ask somebody who will tell you! They can tell by looking
at your life!

Luke 6:44 (NKJV)
For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do
they gather grapes from a bramble bush.

You’ll always reap what you sow.

2. You always reap MORE than you sow

Seeds don’t reproduce one for one, they multiply. When you plant a tomato seed you don’t get a
plant with one little shoot that produces one tomato. You get a plant that produces many
tomatoes in several cycles.

If you think about an acorn, it’s a seed. An acorn, when sown, will produce an oak tree. Then
that oak tree will produce thousands of acorns over the course of its life.
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A small, simple word or deed can produce a massive harvest. And that can be good or it can be
bad…depending on if it was sewn to the flesh or the Spirit!

And we know it produces much more because what you reap is either death or life! It sounds
pretty extreme but what you sow towards, is what you will reap, but it will be multiplied…much,
much worse or much, much better!

(Ishmael vs Issac)

You’ll always reap more than you sow.

3. You always reap LATER than you sow

As a kid, I remember hearing that if you put watermelon seeds in the ground, it would grow
more watermelon. I was skeptical. And then I started to think about all the seeds I had
swallowed and I became a believer!

I put some of those seeds in the ground. Went out day after day…each day was the same as
the last…NOTHING. Then there was a small plant…then it was smedium…then medium…and
so on. EVENTUALLY there were small watermelons…then they were big and ready to reap!

I had to wait so long I wasn’t sure it would ever work out. The process was long. It never looked
like what I thought it should. It never progressed as fast as I thought it should.

And it’s the same for what we sow to the flesh or to the Spirit…You always reap later than you
sow.

Many people spend all week sowing wild oats, and then they come to church on Sunday
and pray for a crop failure.

The Bible doesn’t say if you plant poor choices you MIGHT pick a crop of bad
consequences. It is an irrefutable law. That’s another reason Paul started this verse with
this warning: “Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked.” That’s a word that means to “turn
up your nose” at God. You can’t live in sin and just thumb your nose at God and think
you’re going to get away with it. It’s just not harvest time yet.

And if you’ve sown to the Spirit…I don’t want you to be discouraged…

Galatians 6:9-10 (NKJV)
And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those who are of the household of faith.
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You always reap later than you sow…keep sowing to the Spirit…do not grow weary in doing
good…

IN DUE SEASON we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Church, Karma is a lie. It’s spiritual plagiarism of the law of sowing and reaping. And the
problem is that if you have to keep score…here’s what happens:

I’ve seen this happen with our HS group. When you are keeping score for one team against
another, before long one team realizes how many points they are behind and there’s not enough
turns left for them to catch up…it’s hard to keep going strong.

It’s easy to give up…say it doesn’t matter…

Don’t come to the end of your life “hoping you’ve been good enough.” Because you haven’t.
And it’s why you need a Savior. And His name is Jesus!

If someone believes that they will die in 2 weeks, it will change the way they live.

YOUR TOMORROW WILL BE THE RESULT OF THE CHOICES YOU MAKE TODAY

Be careful what you sow…
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