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Welcome & Introduction 

Welcome everyone!  Also to those on Lovestream! 
 

This is the first Sunday in the season of Lent.  Lent is a 40 day period before Easter where we start 
to think about why Jesus was SO intent on heading towards the cross! 
 
Our congregation has a number of resources to help us with this, both on-line, and hard copies at 

our office. I’ll give you two samples… 
1.  “Lenten Activity Tree” for any age, but great for families. 
READ 3,6,7 
2. 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting.  It gives you some ideas about fasting…  You can fast 

from more than just food!  It gives suggestions about this.  One of my daughters once gave up 
putting herself down for 6 weeks.  It worked great!  …  for six weeks! 
 
In today’s Bible reading, Jesus is heading to Jerusalem – where He will die – and He talks about 

how God loves Jerusalem.  How God yearns to SHELTER His people from the sins and sickness of 
the world! 
 

In our reading Jesus says… 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem … how often I have longed to 
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were not willing… Luke 

13:34 
 
Here’s a picture of a hen with her chicks. 
 

I came across a story some years ago which highlights 
the point Jesus is making … 
 
The story was about a discovery that a fire-fighter made one day. 

 
The forest fire they had been fighting had been brought under control, and the group of 
firefighters were working back through the devastation making sure all the hot spots had been 

extinguished. 
 
One firefighter noticed the burnt remains of a large bird.  He wondered what went wrong with the 
bird.  Because you would normally expect them to be able to fly away! 
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When he got to it, he was startled death by a flurry of activity.  Four little birds suddenly 
scampered out and ran down the hillside. 
 
The mother’s body had covered them from the searing flames – she had made the ultimate sacrifice 

to save her young.  She was the only chance the chickens had for safety.  She could have flown, but 
she willingly gave her own life for the chickens. You could imagine that as the heat got severe, 
there would have been a great temptation to fly away.  But she didn’t. 

 
Jesus is OUR only hope for life too!  Jesus could have avoided the heat of the cross too, but FOR 
OUR SAKE He didn’t! 
 

But here’s the craziest thing that came out of this story: not all chicks run to their mother’s wings in 
time of danger! 
When danger comes, some of the chicks get panicked.  They try to find a way to save themselves…  
In keeping the others safe, the hen can’t run around chasing them individually.  They have to come 

to her.  Who knows how many perished. 
 
This is what caused Jesus such sorrow! 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem … how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, and you were not willing… 
 
Our WILL is one of the things we will be looking at in the message today. 

 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 

Songs 

 Blessed Be Your Name CCLI#3798438 

 To God Be The Glory CCLI#23426 

Bible Reading 

Luke 6:17-26  
 
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there 
and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region 

around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those 
troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was 
coming from him and healing them all. 20 Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are 

poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when 
they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du0il6d-DAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TD_9P9DB4pw
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23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how 

their ancestors treated the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already 
received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you 
who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, 
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 

 
 

Message 

Today’s Bible reading is really a story about three wishes... 
 

- There is the wish of Herod to kill Jesus 

- There is the wish of Jesus (of God himself) to gather His people like a mother hen would gather 
her chicks under her wings 

- There is the wish of people NOT to want to be involved in that! 
 

What do you wish for? 

 

Do you wish you could live in a mansion? 

Do you wish for darker hair, straighter hair, thicker hair ... hair 
Do you wish for more money? 
Do you wish for a great ability to do something – sing, play music, fix computers... 
Do you wish for the ability to make more friends... to be the centre of attention? 

Do you wish that somebody would ... GO AWAY! 
 
Sometimes our wishes are full of pain and longing... 
We wish for a job that never seems to come... 

We wish for a relationship that always so hard to begin… 
 

The activity of the world is like a dangerous fire! 

The voices in the world would have us yearn for a life that in the end will burn! 

 

In the middle of the world’s consuming fire, Jesus says come to me.  I will shield you.  I will save you.  

With Me, you will have all the life you need and plenty to share.  But if your focus is on yourself, you 

will end up like a panicking chicken – and suffer the result of that...  I am here, Jesus says.  Come to 

me… 

 

Let’s look at HEROD’S WISH 

 
In our Bible reading it seems that there were a group of Pharisees who liked Jesus.  Not all 
Pharisees hated Jesus.  These Pharisees said, “Hey Jesus!  We’re not sure why you can’t see it, but 
there are people who want to kill you.  You need to go somewhere else!  HEROD wants to kill you! 

 
They wanted to protect Jesus, but Jesus ignores them! 
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They wanted to protect Jesus, because friends often think that protecting us from hurt is always the 

best thing they can do for us! 
But Jesus ignores this, because He is following the lead that GOD has given Him – whatever the 
cost.  
The BEST thing we can do for each other is ALWAYS to point our friends to God and HIS plan.  

THAT is always the best way for everyone! 
 
So Jesus says... 

Go and tell Herod, I’ve got work to do – God’s work! 

- Tell that old fox that he can PRETEND to be a good person all he likes – putting on a big king act! 

- As for me, on the way to this death that you talk about, I’m going to stick with the poor people.  
The sick people.  That’s what GOD wants!  To relieve the sick and the demonized… 

- And all those people who want to kill me.  They’ll get their chance.  But only in Jerusalem!  THAT’S 

where God’s prophets die! 
 
Herod, you will get your wish – but it won’t accomplish what YOU imagine it will accomplish.  
Because God is in charge of even your plans! 

 

Then there is GOD’S WISH.  Jesus tells us very clearly what THAT is… 
To gather His people like a mother hen would gather her chicks under her wings. 

 
Do you know that God was in love with you EVEN BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD! 
 
Ephesians 1:4-8a says 
4 … God chose us in Christ before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 
8 that he lavished on us. 
 
It is a mystery how all this is true. 
But what certainty and blessing lies in these words: that IN JESUS, WE are adopted into the family 

of the loving God! 
That God had this in mind even before we came into being!!! 
That’s how certain His love is for you! 

 
And He has been like a mother hen about you, and me, and every single person on this planet, ever 
since! 
 

Why is it then, lastly, that PEOPLE DO NOT WISH TO COME to Him? 

 
This is a temptation that also lingers in OUR hearts until the day we die! 
 

Like Adam and Eve, we think that we can be in control of good and evil. 

- We know about God. 

- We know He created us 

- We know He sent Jesus 

- BUT … there’s something about our flesh that imagines that WE KNOW BEST! 
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We see the world as harmless. 

- Sure, there are bad things going on, but we’re in charge of that. 

- We’re OK… What do you reckon God…! 
 
The truth is, we are NOT that OK.  We are not that OK at all. 

 
Our life with God is by sheer GRACE…  It’s a grace that daily swamps the deathly desires of our 
flesh, and grants the Spirit-filled Godly desires of our Jesus-resurrection-life. 
 

This is not a licence to imagine that WE know what’s best!  Only GOD still knows what is best! 
 
And God has a wonderful plan for us…  one that won’t fail! 

- From before time, He has desired us to be IN Christ. He loves Christ, and He wants us to have a 

Christ-filled life. 

- He desires to bury our sinful self with Christ, and to raise us to daily new life with Christ! 

- This is the baptised life!  A Christ-flavoured life!!  NOTHING LESS. 
 

Herod’s wish came true, but God worked an amazing good out of it! 
 
Jesus’ wish also came true: His death and resurrection, a life which we are now granted in our 
baptisms, has sheltered us and all believers, from the consuming fire of the world. 

 
Our wish… is now not to have a bet both ways!  But to humbly live as God’s dear children, and be 
numbered with the crowd of faithful people saying, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

Song 

 Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me CCLI#7121852 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear heavenly Father, 

What a wish You have for us: to shelter us from the fires of a self focused life. 
What a merciful thing You have done for us, through the sacrifice of Jesus, to adopt us into Your 
family. 
As Your children, we confess that we DO wander from trusting You alone. 

We DO try to find shelter from our hurts in the comforts of the world, rather than returning to YOU. 
We know this is sin.  Please forgive us, for Jesus’ sake. 
Fill us anew with Your Holy Spirit that we might live as Your innocent children.  We ask in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg
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Our heavenly Father HAS had mercy on us!  He has sent His own Son to die for us. His Word is true, 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  I therefore declare: Your sin is forgiven!  In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that you have a wonderful plan for each of us.  Thank you that this plan is 

founded on your grace, your goodness and your love for us.   

o Please forgive us for wanting to follow our own plans and earthly desires.  Help us turn to you 

as the only source of lasting and genuine comfort and hope. 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering with COVID or those who may 

be isolated from others because of COVID. Reassure them of your presence in their lives and 

your unending love. 

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

Living Hope CCLI#716807 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f2FXxDVO6w
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