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When I was in university an ex-youth pastor named Stockwell Day was running to 
become the Prime Minister of Canada.  And many people had great hopes that his 
charismatic personality and quick mind would enable the Canadian Alliance party to 
unseat the majority government of Jean Chretien.  But hardly before his campaign got 
started it began derailing. 
 
Jean Chrétien mocked Stockwell’s commitment to work 6 days a week and called him a 
slacker.  Chretien would work seven or eight if he had to.  Another MP laughed at his 
belief that God created the world by bringing a Barney Doll on stage and affirming that 
this was the only dinosaur who had ever lived during humanity’s time. 
 
In the end, which came quite quickly, Stockwell Day was painted firmly into the corner 
as a religious nut and decimated at the poles.  It simply made no sense to Canadians 
for someone to base their political campaign on trying to follow Christ. 
… 
If you are just joining us we have been working through the book of Mark and we find 
ourselves near the conclusion and at the first part of Jesus’ crucifixion.  And there is a 
theme that runs through these verses that will jump out as we read.  And it revolves 
around the humiliation and mocking of Jesus. 
… 
If you’ve got a Bible please open it up to Mark 15.  We are going to pick it up in verse 16 
today.  And would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the 
word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 15:16-32] 
 
Did you notice how hostile the text is?  The soldiers mocked Jesus.  They spat on Him 
and stripped Him naked.  And they fell at His feet in pretend worship.  And then there 
was this ridiculing sign hung over His head – ‘king of the Jews.’  The public would have 
read it and laughed.  And they did.  As people walked past, they hurled insults at Him.  
And then the religious leaders derided Him.  And in the end even the thieves who hung 
beside Him couldn’t contain themselves.  It’s incredibly hostile.  And Mark outlines this 
hostility on purpose. 
 
Now why?  Why is it so important for Mark to show us that Jesus didn’t just die, but that 
He was shamed in the process?  And the answer is that the mocking here exposes the 
darkness in our own hearts and leads us to a place of transformation.1 
 

 

1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/mocking-jesus-5510/ (Accessed March 10, 

2022) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/mocking-jesus-5510/
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So first let’s look at how the mocking exposes the darkness of our hearts.  Look at verse 
18 and notice what kind of things Jesus gets mocked for.  The text reads: 

They saluted Him and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!”…. “You said You were going to destroy 

the Temple and rebuild it in three days. Well then, save Yourself and come down from the cross!... 

“He saved others,” they scoffed, “but He can’t save Himself! (Mark 18-31) 

 
So notice that nobody says “You are a pathetic teacher, You can’t hold a crowd.”  
Nobody says that.  And nobody says “Ha, You made Yourself out to be a healer, but 
You were a fake!”  Nobody says that.  And nobody says “You pretended to be about 
righteousness but You were a hypocrite.”  Nobody has any problem with the ministry 
Jesus carried out.  The only thing they criticize is who He claims to be. 
 
So it’s the idea that Jesus could possibly be King that bothers them.  It’s that Jesus was 
going to destroy the temple and become the new way for people to connect with God 
that they can’t stand.  It’s His claim to offer salvation that they mocked Him for.  And in 
2000 years nothing has changed.  
 
So besides Stockwell Day, another thing that happened while I was in university was 
the conclusion of something called “The Jesus Seminar.”  And this was a group of 
dozens of bright theological minds who were passionate to find out who the historical 
Jesus really was, and what He really said. 
 
And their basic premise was that the Jesus we find in the Bible was made up by the 
early Christians, and the real Jesus was a different story.  And so they looked at 
everything Jesus is recorded as saying both inside and outside the Bible, and then this 
group of scholars grabbed four colours of beads and voted on whether Jesus said it or 
not.  Red meant He probably said it.  Pink meant He might have said it.  Grey meant He 
probably didn’t.  And Black meant they were pretty sure He didn’t. 
 
And they concluded, by popular vote of smart dudes, that “82 percent of the words of 
Jesus in the Gospels were probably not spoken by Him.”  And so the real Jesus of 
history was not “the Messiah, nor did He claim to be a divine or die as a sacrifice for the 
sins of the world.”2  And they stood back from the Jesus Seminal all very impressed with 
having exposed Jesus as a fake.  And they were passionate about this.  Like they were 
happy to have disproved the subject of their life’s work. 
 
Now think about this: historians who study characters like Julius Caesar or Gangues 
Kahn may not agree with everything these people did, but you will never find anyone in 
the academic world who hates the person they are studying.  They are always 
fascinated by them – after all if they weren’t they would choose someone else to study. 
 
But with Jesus it’s different.  In fact there are many people in the academic world who 
have built their whole careers around tearing Jesus down.   

 

2  https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/jesus-seminar-phase-1-sayings-of-jesus/ (Accessed 

March 12, 2022) 

https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/jesus-seminar-phase-1-sayings-of-jesus/
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Now why would people do this?  It’s strange.  Why give your life to studying someone 
you hate?  And the answer lies in the mocking words of our text.  In fact we see two 
things here.  First we see that there is extreme consistency in the way Jesus is mocked.  
2000 years ago it was His claims of exclusivity and divinity that people attacked, and 
those are the same things people attack today. 
 
You see us sophisticated Canadians are not so different from the people back then.  We 
want to be able to choose the truth we follow and disregard the rest.  
… 
So after the pandemic obliterated the stock market I decided to throw a few bucks in the 
ring and see what happened.  And because I didn’t know anything I started doing some 
research.  And the main place I’ve done research is on YouTube which has a wealth of 
easily accessible information. 
 
But there is something very interesting about YouTube, and that is that you can get 
sued for giving people bad advice.  Like if you tell someone how to invest and they 
follow your advice and then the market crashes you can end up in a lot of trouble.  And 
so all these ‘financial wizards’ have to put disclaimers in their videos that go something 
like this – “Today I’m going to show you which stocks are on the rise and why.  But I 
need you to know something upfront.  This is not financial advice.  This is 
entertainment.”  And then after the disclaimer they give a bunch of financial advice.   
 
Now who, in their right mind, would invest their own money after watching a video about 
investing that was just entertainment?  Does that seem strange?   
 
Of course millions of people don’t think so which is how these guys make money.  And I 
only know this because I’ve watched them too. 
 
But here is why this crazy thing works.  We love it when smart people offer their 
opinions that we can then take or leave.  This makes sense to us because we want to 
be our own authority.  We don’t want other people to tell us what to think.  We want to 
gather our own information and make up our own minds.  And YouTube works for this. 
 
Actually most religious leaders play into this too.  So Buddha for example, says “I’ve got 
some insight into the 8-fold path.  And if you follow it you can be enlightened like me.  
But ultimately, it’s up to you whether you reach nirvana or not.  So choose your path 
accordingly.”  And Canadians love this because it means we are the authority of our 
own spiritual journey. 
 
But Jesus isn’t openminded like this.  He is uniquely offensive and exclusive.  Only 
Jesus says “I am the Son of God.”  Only Jesus says “I am the way to the Father and 
you can’t get to Him unless you go through Me.”  And as a result it is only Jesus who 
forces us to take one of two positions with Himself.  With Jesus you either despise Him 
or you worship Him. 
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And that’s not enough options for openminded Canadians like ourselves.  Don’t corner 
me.  Don’t force my hand.  Let me be tolerant.  That’s what we value.  And so Jesus’ 
claims expose the hostility in our hearts. 
 
You see at the center of every human heart there has always been a desire to do things 
our own way.  Nothing has changed since Adam and Eve.  We know what God wants 
from us, we just want to take it as advice.  But Jesus doesn’t give us that option.  With 
Jesus He will be God in our lives or He will have nothing to do with us at all.  And Jesus 
forces the point – we can either worship or mock.  And so we mock.  
… 
Of course there are many who respond with indifference or patronizing respect today.  
That’s the popular perspective.  But that’s only available to people who don’t know what 
He says or have convinced themselves that He couldn’t have said what He did.  But the 
people respond with consistency in our text.  They know that in front of Jesus they can 
either worship or mock.  
… 
There is a second thing that the mocking in this passage exposes about our hearts, and 
that is our inability to comprehend God’s plans.  We mock God’s strategies. 
 
So Jesus makes these huge claims about who He is and what He has come to 
accomplish and then we find out He was a wandering peasant who was born in a 
manger.  What is that?  And then we get to today’s text and He’s being shamed and 
tortured and we think ‘what on earth would make me sign up to follow Him?’ 
 
And that’s because of course we all know what winning looks like – right?  So there are 
thousands of maybe millions of YouTube gurus out there.  And the one thing that makes 
them similar is that the foundation of their teaching is based on their own success.  So if 
you’ve got 50 million dollars then the “entertainment” you put out is worth listening to.  
They’ve got what we want.   
 
But Jesus has something else altogether.  He has rejection and shame and suffering.  
And none of us want that.  And so we think you can’t possibly be king or Saviour.  
You’re too weak.  If God were on Your side then You’d be strong and successful.  God 
wouldn’t let us do this to You.  He wouldn’t let You endure such pain. 
 
And we think this about Jesus because we think this about ourselves.  I mean when 
something bad happens to us don’t we object?  “I’ve been serving You God, and doing 
everything right, and now You let this happen to me?”  If You loved me You would 
deliver me from this pain.  If You were real You wouldn’t let this happen.”  Don’t we say 
that? 
 
But when we think like this what we are doing is mocking God and His strategies.  We 
are the authority on the way things should work.  And if God’s ways don’t line up with 
ours then He’s the idiot.  That’s the human heart. 
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But here is the ironic point of this passage: God does work through suffering.  And if we 
don’t accept this we miss out on the greatest things God is up to.  So the crowds 
mocked Jesus: 

“He saved others… but He can’t save Himself! Let this Messiah… come down from the cross so we 

can see it and believe” (Mark 15:31-32) 
 
They thought if God was going to work through Jesus He would prove it by stopping the 
cross and stopping the suffering.  But ironically God was saving humanity through the 
cross and the suffering.  
 
And so these people missed the greatest thing God has done in the history of humanity 
because what He was doing didn’t fit inside the box they had created for Him. 
… 
Friends, do you have a box for what God is and isn’t allowed to do in your life?  When 
bad stuff happens are you tempted to say “God You couldn’t possibly be in this”?   
… 
Two weeks ago we talked about God’s plan-A and the fear of messing up and missing 
it.  But that is not how it works with God.  When we throw God lemons, He doesn’t make 
lemonade.  When Adam and Eve ate the apple God wasn’t thinking “Oh no!  Now I’ve 
got to make the best with what I’ve got left.”   
 
No.  With God, redemption is the best. So when God put on skin to walk into our mess 
it’s not His back up plan.  Redemption has always been the plan.  It’s the plan for the 
world, and it’s God’s plan for you.   
 
But we don’t like this plan.  We want the bad stuff to stop.  So we mock His strategy.  
Suffering makes no sense to us just like it made no sense to the people who gawked at 
Jesus on the cross.  But Jesus wasn’t caught off guard.  As Jesus stood before the 
cross He didn’t think “Oh man!  The lengths I’ve gone to for these people and they don’t 
get it.  Maybe I’ve overplayed My hand.” 
 
No.  Jesus wasn’t trying to make us “get it” as though if we follow His advice it will lead 
to our success.  Jesus was substituting Himself for us so that we could be transformed 
into what He created us to be.  Jesus’ act did something miraculous in our hearts.  So 
Paul says: 

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
That’s the plan.  Redemption is the plan.  And it’s a plan so different from anything we 
have ever even wanted for ourselves because it is a plan beyond what we could ever 
attain for ourselves.   
 
Here’s reality, you and I are not in the redemption business.  So when bad things 
happen at best we roll with the punches.  This makes sense.  What doesn’t make sense 
is that somehow the brokenness we experience could be in line with God’s plan.   
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But working with brokenness is God’s plan.  The cross was God’s plan.  We serve a 
God who doesn’t make the best of bad situations.  We serve One who works out Plan-A 
through them.  And so it’s because Jesus endured the cross that we can be 
transformed.  And this often happens through our suffering.  
… 
I want to conclude with a picture Paul gives us in 2nd Corinthians 12 where he talks 
about some of his suffering and what Jesus did in Him through it.  He writes: 

To keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 

from Satan to torment me…. Three different times I begged the Lord to take it 

away. Each time He said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ can work through me. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 

 

Now we don’t know what this thorn was – Paul doesn’t say.  But it was something he 
couldn’t get rid of that kept humbling him.  It could have been a physical weakness or a 
spiritual weakness.  But notice two things.  First, notice how Paul says the thorn was a 
messenger of Satan – so it didn’t come from God.  But second this bad thing was given 
to Paul to keep him from becoming proud. 
 
Now obviously Satan wasn’t trying to keep Paul humble – Satan doesn’t want that, 
Jesus wants that.  So even while this thorn wasn’t from God it served God’s purposes.  
Friends, God’s sovereignty means He is so big that even Satan works for Him – he 
doesn’t want to, but he does.  And every thorn can be part of Plan-A.   
 
So what was the plan for Paul?  The plan was the gospel – God’s good news is that He 
offers salvation to us not when we are strong enough to earn it, but when we realize we 
can’t.  That’s grace.  And another way of saying this is redemption is the plan. 
 
But friends, here we’ve got a choice.  Paul says, “So now I am glad to boast in my 
weakness.”  And this is the call: will you look for Jesus’ fingerprints in the midst of your 
brokenness or will you let your heart get hard and mock? 
 
It’s when Paul rejoices in his weakness that his story becomes the gospel.  And this is 
the same for us. 
 
You see you don’t have a testimony because you’ve got your life together and everyone 
should try to be like you.  You’ve got a testimony because you are broken – you’re a 
sinner, your relationships aren’t perfect, your health isn’t perfect, you’ve got needs all 
over the place and in the middle of your brokenness God is at work.  That’s a testimony.  
 
And this is why Jesus didn’t come down off the cross.  It’s because God wasn’t 
interested in abolishing suffering and death – that will happen one day, but until then 
God’s plan is to use suffering to redeem us for His glory. 
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And so brokenness shows us that we need a Saviour.  And if we let it do this then we 
receive the greatest blessing that exists on earth.  Realizing you need a Saviour is the 
greatest blessing.  And if you accept this then you are blessed, and if you don’t then you 
aren’t. 
… 
So the mocking of this text exposes the darkness in every human heart.  We want to be 
our own gods and we hate the ultimatum Jesus forces – He will be God in our life or He 
will have nothing to do with us at all.   
 
And second the mocking exposes our hatred for God’s strategies.  We want comfort 
and ease and so we don’t want God to work through suffering.  But He does because 
redemption is His plan.   
 
And Jesus isn’t looking to convince us or change our minds.  When He was reviled He 
did not revile in return.  He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities because He wants to fill us with His Spirit and transform us into what He 
created us to be. 
 
So brothers and sisters, don’t despise Jesus’ cross and don’t despise your own.  God 
has a purpose for suffering and if you let it, it will work out for your good and His glory.  
And that’s because the God we serve is in the redemption business.  And He wants 
your life to prove it. 


