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HOLY COMMUNION 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
PRELUDE  “Come, Let Us Worship God” Ray Makeever 
                                          
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 
pilgrimage. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have 
ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again 
to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our 
neighbor. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In 
Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, 
your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG “Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” ELW #727 
 
*KYRIE  (ELW p. 203, setting 10) 
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. 
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in 
the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

https://felcdecatur.org/live


FIRST READING:  GENESIS 15: 1-12, 17-18 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, 

“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?”  

3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came 
to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.”  

5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

7Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, 
“O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said 
to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  

10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when 
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a 
deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

17When the sun had gone down, and it was dark, a smoking fire pot 
and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day 
the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 
river, the river Euphrates.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-3-6/0


PSALM   PSALM 27 
 Choir and Congregation 

Sung Refrain: “The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom shall I be afraid, 
of whom shall I be afraid?” 

 
SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1  

17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those 
who live according to the example you have in us. 18For many 
live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of 
them, and now I tell you even with tears.  
19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory 
is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things.  
20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we 
are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will 
transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also 
enables him to make all things subject to himself.  
4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long 
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my 
beloved. 

 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Janice Isaacs 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW p. 205b, setting 10) 
 

*GOSPEL READING 
The holy gospel according to Luke 13:31-35    Glory to you, O Lord.  LUKE 13:31-35 

   
The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
                                                    

*HYMN OF THE DAY “O God, You Search Me” Bernadette Farrell 
 (See Insert) 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (ELW p. 105) 
 
 
 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
A:  You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. 
Unify Christians around the globe in efforts to proclaim good news 
even in the face of opposition and to protect those whose lives are 
imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who 
would cause further destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems 
and augment the calls of those who advocate for thoughtful 
stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

A: You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in 
those who govern, patience to receive criticism, openness to new 
ideas, and courage to change course when needed for the sake of the 
common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a 
child, and console those who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort 
veterans enduring post-traumatic stress. Shield those endangered by 
domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving, especially 
those we name in our hearts today (pause). Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 

A:  You kindle faith that moves us into action. Empower us to share 
our faith with all generations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A:  Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your 
love is steadfast, and your strength never fails. In this time of danger 
and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the 
leaders and peoples of all nations, especially those of Russia and 
Ukraine, with your wisdom, comfort all who are in distress, and grant 
courage and hope to face the future.  Merciful God, receive our 
prayer.    

  



A:  You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for 
those whose labors on earth are ended and who now rest with you. 
On the final day, gather all of us, with them, in your loving arms. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

P: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

* PEACE 
 

OFFERING “Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You” JAY ALTHOUSE 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                                                   
Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your 
feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among 
us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 206, Setting 10) 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207, Setting 10) 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty, and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 



 

 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 
promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live 
as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

 
   
LORD’S PRAYER  (ELW p. 112 right side) 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.  
(Receive communion “the body of Christ given for you” & “the blood of Christ shed for you”) 
 
COMMUNION “Lamb of God” (ELW p. 208, setting 10) 
 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                  
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.  Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG “All Who Love and Serve Your City”  ELW #724 
   
*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE  
 

Participants 
Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 
Assisting Minister Allie Allgeier  
Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 
Chancel Choir and Band Director Milt Scott 
Audio/Visual Mike Reynolds & family / Dan Lynch 
 Jadon Pirkl / Jeremy Hahn / Tobi Osibodu 
Greeters Cheryl Wallace / Gary & Nora Beck / Kris Sites  
Check-In Judy & Bob Carney  
Money Counters  Steve & Karen Wenger / Ken & Carol Broeking 
Church Bell Ringer Larry Osborne 
  
 
 
 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Brian Bauer, Linda Bauer, Josh Black, Susan Braden Scott (Julie 

Baldwin’s cousin), Freda Taylor 
 

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact the office or Pastor Rita. 

Also, we have recently added a prayer request form on our website. We invite you to check it 
out, and all the other content our web page has to offer. It can all be found at 

www.felcdecatur.org.  The prayer request is under the “About” tab.   

  

http://www.felcdecatur.org/


  
PSALM 27 

  
 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

2When evildoers close in against me to de- | vour my flesh, they, my foes and my enemies, 
will stum- | ble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, my heart | will not fear. Though war rise up against me, 
my trust will | not be shaken. 

4One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the  beauty of the LORD and to seek 
God | in the temple. 

5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places of the 
sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 

6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. Therefore I will offer 
sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music | to 
the LORD. 

7Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; have mercy on me and | answer me. 
8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. 
9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. Cast me not away—

you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation. 
10Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, the Lord will take me in. 
11Teach me your | way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of | my oppressors. 
12Subject me not to the will | of my foes, for they rise up against me, false 

witnesses | breathing violence. 
13This I believe—that I will see the goodness | of the LORD in the land | of the living! 
14Wait for the LORD| and be strong. Take heart and wait | for the LORD! 

 

  



 


