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Brothers and sisters, each year, our Lenten Gospel journey begins by talking about 
the forty days of preparation. We then confirm Christ’s divinity and anticipate 
what is to come in Jerusalem. The transfiguration confirms that Christ will be the 
fulfillment of all scripture. Jesus meets with both Moses (the giver of the law) and 
Elijah (the great prophet who proclaimed the One true God). There is a foretaste of 
the Glory of God’s Kingdom in Jesus’ shining face and dazzling white garment. 
We hear a re-affirmation of Jesus’ true identity when the voice from the cloud 
says, “This is my Son, Listen to him.” (…) 
 
In Luke’s account, we hear a detail not included in Mark or Matthew’s versions: 
Moses and Elijah were in discussion about what Jesus was to ‘accomplish’. Not 
what would happen to him, nor what he would endure, but what he would 
accomplish in Jerusalem. Jesus needed courage to come down from the mountain 
and face what was next: suspicion, persecution, torture and finally death. He knew 
he had to do this to defeat death on our behalf. Echoing his example, we are called 
to go forth from the safety of our Sunday celebrations and to live with courage in 
the world. We are called to face our daily tasks with great love, to approach our 
brothers and sisters with great compassion, and to accomplish the work of building 
the community Christ envisioned.  
 
To do this requires not just acts of charity (such as feeding the hungry and 
comforting the afflicted), but also works of justice (building a society based on 
serving the common good; placing the wellbeing of people above profit). It 
requires that we awaken to the impact of scripture and to the call of Christ’s in our 
current environment. It requires that we look not at what it will cost us, but at 
what we will accomplish in the service of God.  
 
If we reflect on the journey of forced migrants, we can see connections to our own 
lives. Last week, a Mini-Magazine was put on a table for your taking. We find 
many testimonials from Development and Peace’s partners of how your donations 
and our actions transforms their lives as well as our own. Yes, it may cost our 
comfort and require that we live a simpler lifestyle. Yet we must do this to ensure 
our brothers and sisters are able to thrive as we build the Kingdom of God.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
Now back to the story of the Transfiguration. Eight days before, Jesus had just 
announced to Peter, John and James what awaits him: his death and resurrection. 
Today, a voice confirms Jesus in his mission with the command, “Listen to him!” 
To listen is to be attentive to someone’s words. It is to act according to what is 
asked of us. It is to pay attention, not only with our heads, but also especially with 
our hearts. Today, more than ever, the public square and social media wants our 
attention. They claim to offer words of salvation to all men and women. So well-
crafted are advertising messages that we sometimes cannot help but be surprised 
enough to stop and “listen.” In this world of advertising, of electronic and visual 
solicitation, there is little room for the voices of the poor and the weak. And when 
they do manage to make themselves heard, do we take the time to listen to them 
from the heart?  
 
Even Pope Francis asks, “[H]ow can we listen to them amid constant noise, endless 
and nerve-wracking distractions, or the cult of appearances?” He adds, “An 
integral ecology includes taking time to recover a serene harmony with creation, 
reflecting on our lifestyle...” (Laudato Si’, 225). Will we be able to recognize the 
voice of the Father saying, “This is my Son... listen to him!” To listen to the 
beloved Son is to accept to open our hearts to His invitations, even when His Word 
calls us across a desert or to the Passion.  
 
On this Transfiguration Sunday, in the silence of the mountain, the Father invites 
us to listen to his Son. Will we be able to recognize his call to solidarity with our 
partners in the Global South? Yes, Ukraine also needs our help to, like so many 
others. But we cannot forget or be afraid to listen to our brothers and sisters in the 
Global South and help them transform their own lives. The Share Lent campaign 
invites us to solidarity with our brothers and sisters in the Global South, whose 
troubles are being made worse by conflict, climate change and the pandemic.  
 
And again, as Pope Francis reminds us, “justice and solidarity are not achieved 
once and for all; they have to be realized each day” (Fratelli Tutti, 11). The theme 
of this Lent is “With him, be reborn differently”. Thanks to the Transfiguration, we 
can say that Peter, James and John were reborn differently. They became 
spokesmen and witnesses of the Lord. And what about us? Are we ready, with 
Christ, to transform the world, so that life may be reborn?  
 
 
 


