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connected! Find us
on social media or
visit our website!
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Beloved, ifBeloved, if
God so lovedGod so loved
us, we alsous, we also

ought to loveought to love
one another.one another.  

  1 JOHN 4:111 JOHN 4:11

     How have you been changed by another's love? Relationships are powerfully influential - we begin our
lives completely reliant on the love and care given to us by our primary caregivers. Secure attachment,
characterized by trust built over time through consistent encounters of dependent needs being fulfilled,
informed us that we were seen, safe, and valuable. Children naturally want to remain close to the one they
are most securely attached to because they feel safe in their arms no matter what circumstances surround
them. They grow and thrive, confident that their longings will not go unnoticed. How are we different today?
     In John 15:1-2, Jesus describes himself as the true vine, and his Father as the vinedresser. "Every branch in
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit." Later, in verse 9, he adds, "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love."
     We have all experienced seasons of pruning, when branches that are holding us back from producing the
highest yield and ultimate glory for the meticulous vinedresser are cut away. He is the only one capable of
gazing upon our current form and seeing the future beauty to be unlocked by gentle, but necessary pruning.
     With compassion, knowing first-hand the suffering that often coincides with pruning, Jesus points us to
the only source of true comfort from vulnerability and pain: his love. To abide is to remain, as peaceful as a
child at rest in his mother's arms: seen, safe, and valuable. Wholly dependent, yet secure. To abide in his love
means that our identity is rooted in Christ, transformed by grace and unshaken by the loss of branches that
we may deem too costly to shed. We stay close, even when circumstances cause us to want to flee in pursuit
of self-preservation and autonomy. He prunes not to harm, but to train us to grow fruitful and thrive. 
     Are you in a season of pruning? Trust the vinedresser and abide in the love of the true vine. A plentiful
harvest awaits!

Have an exciting announcement
you would like to share in the next

issue? Email us at
mosterloo@valleymadison.com

so we can celebrate with you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS!

CORNER

March April May

Table for Four 
Week of March 27
thru April 2 **See
back page for more
info!**

Interested in
joining a Summer
Bible Study? 
 Information will
be coming out
soon! 
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Trust the Vinedresser

Kathy Guest
Director of Women's 

Ministry

By: Melissa Osterloo 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” John 15:9
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1st - Brooke Gariepy
4th - Jessica White
4th - Kathryn Holt

13th - Sharon Wilson 
23rd - Susan Thuss

29th - Kala Whitehall
30th - Kathy Guest

2nd - Emma Ligon
3rd - Lee Munsey

5th - Cheryl Hawkins
7th - Rosa Lee Tabor
8th - Tanya Hardin
11th - Lauren Plott

12th - Nicole Kornegay
15th - Lori Wright 

18th - Michelle Bruns
22nd - Emily Bisset
27th - Susan Pope 

28th - Sharon Smith
28th - Natasha Hamill

30th - Kerri Brown 

1st- Michele Denton
1st - Anna Lee

4th - Katie Caldwell
5th - April Wade

11th - Hayley Simoneau
17th - Diane Lyles

19th - Dana Walker 

 Exodus 29:45-46 says, "I will dwell among the people of
Israel and will be their God. And they shall know that I
am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the
land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the
LORD their God." What incredible news!

God wants to dwell with his people.
We were created for this very purpose!
He is pursuing each of us because he
desires to be near. When we abide in
his love, the hardships, hurts, and
disappointments we face become
secondary to the joy we have in
knowing we are his beloved daughters.
Rejoice and allow him into your day!

 

Welcome to another issue
of the BeLoved newsletter.
We are grateful that you are
a part of Valley Women!
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PSALM 107:2

In the devotional, Jesus Calling, Sarah
Young describes hardships as something
that Jesus metes out carefully, in the right

dosage and with tenderness. She calls
afflictions some of Jesus' most favored gifts.
In years past I might've read that and in my

head agreed but in my heart said that I
could do without having my little boat

rocked, thank you very much!
 

 But for the past 2 1/2 years, we have been
under a legal situation that has changed

how I view hardships and the true meaning
of forgiveness. I've learned a whole lot

about my own very real need of a Savior!
 

 Firstly, I am learning that if I keep
repeating the details of what has happened,

I stay stuck in that anger, anxiety, and
injustice of the events. I want to live in

Philippians 3:12-14 - "forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ

Jesus."
 

 Secondly, I've come to appreciate the body
of Christ on a whole deeper level. We have

desperately needed come-alongside
Christians to support us and remind us of

who we are in Christ.
 

 Thirdly, Forgiveness is NOT a "one and
done." I don't have to feel guilty when the
anger bubbles back up. The blood of Jesus
covers my feelings and emotions that I'm

not yet able to face.
 

As the situation doesn't seem to have an
end in sight, I can know that God's timing is
perfect. I have so much more to say about

Biblical forgiveness and yet so much still to
learn. Jesus forgave me of everything. With

His help, I can forgive this as well.

BECKY ERNESTBECKY ERNEST

Table for Four NewNewNew
Event

!
Event
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May the written word point
us to the Living Word!
Discover more about

abiding in Christ’s love
through these passages: 

John 15
Romans 5:1-5
1 Corinthians 13
Psalm 91
1 John 4:7-19

Interested in getting to know more Valley Women, but
haven’t found an event that fits your busy schedule? Enjoy
smaller group interactions? Love not having to clean your
house or do the dishes after a get-together with friends?
We get it! This new event was designed for you!

Table for Four is a unique, week-long event comprised of
gatherings of four Valley Women at various restaurants in
the area. This structure provides both flexibility and
comfort for all participants by
offering multiple gathering
days, times, and locations
throughout the event week.
Each participant will select a
seat at the Table for Four
option that best suits her own
needs and schedule. 

All gatherings will be held during the week of March 27th
- April 2nd. Be on the lookout for more information on
how to reserve your spot. We are so excited to kick off this
new event and look forward to seeing you at the table!  


