
 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, March 13, 2022  10:30 a.m. – LENT II – P.I.E. Sunday 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:    ST. MAGNUS                                                          Healey Willan 
                  BISHOPTHORPE                                                     Healey Willan 
                  Mir Nach, Spricht Christus unser Held              E. F. Wolf (c. 1772) 
                      (O Love, How Deep) 
 
 

Welcome, Acknowledgement of Territory, Announcements, and Lighting of the Candle  
 
Introit             Mother and God                                            VU 280         
                                         
             

• Call to Worship 
 
God invites us to journey in the way of faithfulness and right relationships. 
And now we are travelling on the Lenten road with Jesus. 
We journey with confidence in spite of our uncertainty, for we know that God is with us. 
God is with us in Jesus, the Christ, enfolding us in love and hope.   
Let us give God thanks and praise. 

 
 
Hymn             All the Colours of the Rainbow                        Carl P. Daw, Tune: ABBOT'S LEIGH  

 
1. All the colors of the rainbow lie unseen in daily light, 

but their splendors find expression when released to human sight; 
so the church reveals most beauty where diversity is real: 
breadth of race and class and gender, room for doubt and space to heal. 

 
2. All the body’s parts are wanted, nor can one despise the rest: 

head and hand must work together, as must eye and ear and chest; 
so the church needs all its members for a range of ministries: 
varied gifts one great mission, “Do this for the least of these.” 
 

3. Every language gains more music when the words for peace appear: 
Pax, Salaam, Eirini, Heiwa, Pace, Santi, Frieden, Mir. 
Though our tongues make sounds that vary all bespeak a common home: 
Longing for the end of conflict and a new life in God’s Shalom. 

 
4. Teach us, God our need of others; through them help us fully live. 

Wean us from our selfish habits; let us listen, learn, forgive, 
May we see your longed for image in each human heart and face, 
And behold how those around us can be channels of your grace. 



 

• Prayer of Approach and Confession 
 
Creating and ever re-creating God, who sustains us and liberates us, in you, there is no binary. 
In you, we are whole beings.  You created each one in love.  You knit us together. 
You grow us as our holy parent. You empower us through your love. 
And you breathe on us your Spirit of understanding and grace.  You’ve given us earthly families, 
biological and chosen, so that we may know your love in community, where our gifts are cultivated 
and appreciated. 
You created us for companionship and community as your diverse people.  And yet, we often  
fall short or your vision.  We recognize the pain and injustice caused by our assumptions. 
We recognize the way our own experiences become “normal”, shaping how we interact with one another. 
We confess the times we have failed or refused to see your image in another.  We recognize 
the false divisions we create, the rules we sometimes insist upon for group membership, 
and the excuses we make to justify exclusion. 
Forgive us, O God, for the times we have not welcomed others into your embrace or the times 
we have sent others away lacking. 
We know, God, that you are gracious and loving, and that your love empowers us. 
Help us to hear your Word of forgiveness and grace in this space, O God.  And as we hear 
your Good News, may you move each one to respond. 
Empower us, God, to move closer toward love instead of fear and to diversity instead of division. 
Create in us a community in your image, still dedicated to embracing the gifts of your diverse creation 
and extending your love, especially where we may have denied love in the past. 
May we worship you together, as an empowered community of love.  Amen. 

[Adapted from a prayer by Steph Chandler Burns, Bloomingdale Mennonite Church, Kitchener, ON.   
In Gathering, (Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2017-2018), pages 84-85. Used with permission] 

 
 
Children’s Story and Song:  “Mother Eagle, Teach Us to Fly” 
 

• Hymn   Safe in Your Hands, O God, Who Made Me          VU page 753                                                                      
 
                                          
Scripture Lessons:         Psalm 27 (from The Message)   
                                         Luke 13:31-35 (told orally) 
           Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Ministry of Music:   Wings of the Dawn                Linda A. Spencer 
                                            Gallery Choir 
 
                                                                                                               
Sermon:  “Mothering God” 
        
                               
Time of Offering  
                                                                                 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Holy and compassionate God, you invite us to create and build right relationships. 
Healing and liberating God, your transforming love changes lives.  The hungry are fed, the lonely  
are befriended, the broken are restored to wholeness.  May our gifts support and sustain our ministry  
of building relationships and living your transforming love.  We offer them in humility and hope.  Amen 
 



 

 
Call to Prayer       May God's Sheltering Wings                         MV 214                                                                                 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 

• Hymn      “O Love, How Deep”         (vss. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7)               VU 348                                                                      
 
  

• Commissioning and Blessing 

 
 

• Amen            VU 967 

  
 
Postlude  DEO GRACIAS                                             Healey Willan 
                     (O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High) 
  
 


