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I am (NOT) holy.  [1 Not Holy]


Does anyone remember what this is?

Every couple years...

At the beginning of Lent... 
I take this off my shelf...

And bring it to worship. 


It's a napkin holder...

From the Dairy Queen...

In Savanna Illinois. 


Now.  The first thing you should ask...

Is why... or how does Pastor Rod... 

PASTOR Rod... 

Have a napkin holder from DQ. 

 
So then you think...

Well... maybe he bought it at a garage sale.  
Maybe someone gave it to him. 

Maybe it fell off the back... 

Of a Dairy Queen truck. 


And somewhere at the back of your mind...

Even though you don't want to say it...

Or think it.

Or believe it. 


The thought sneaks in.

Maybe he stole it. 


That is the right answer. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Back when I was a teenager...  
I went through a stage. 

A very bad stage... 
Where I took things...  
That did not belong to me. 


And I don't know why. 

I may have been acting out. 

Seeking attention. 

Hoping to get caught. 
Just the thrill of being bad. 

Whatever it was...

I can't remember. 

 
But I took this. 

From the Dairy Queen. 
With no thought of the implications... 




For the business... or the people... 
I was affecting. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Later I had genuine remorse.

I drove across the bridge from Iowa...

And tried to return it. 

But it wasn't a Dairy Queen anymore.

It was some generic family-owned ice cream store.

 
It was too late to make it right.


So.  Here it is.

My shame. 

My guilt.

For you to see. 


I can tell you... 

You'll be happy to know... 

I don't steal anymore. 

Hooray!

All better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

But there's more. 

I wish I could say...  
That's all I have done. 

But that's not it.


I am (NOT)holy. 


Sometimes... I have been angry...

And lashed out...

At people I was supposed to love.


I have been in arguments...

Where I used a loud scary voice...

To overpower people...

To get my own way. 


I have hated people.

Who have hurt me.


I have sworn.  Today. 


I have done all kinds of things... 

That hurt me... other people... 

That are clearly NOT the way...

That God wants me to live. 


That are more about doing... 
And saying...  
And being... 
Who I want to be. 


Rather than seeking God's will... for my life. 




---------------------------------------------------------------------

But my point is...

I am (NOT) holy.


How about you? 

How are you doing?

Are you holy?


Are you living up... 
To the expectations... 
The commands... 

The rules... 

Of God? 


Are you being the person...

That you hoped and prayed... 
You would be? 


If not.

Why do you say it with me?

I am (NOT) holy. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

But see... now that you say it... I have a problem. 
Who should I believe??? 

Because God says that I am holy. 

So are you.  [2 Holy Nation]


In 1 Peter 2:9-10... it's written... 

You are a chosen family, 

A royal priesthood, 

A holy nation, 

God’s own people, 

In order that you may 

Proclaim the mighty acts of the One 

Who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.


Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy,

but now you have received mercy.


It sounds like... 

From God's point of view...  
We are changed people. 

 
We are loved by God.

We have the capacity. The ability. To live a new life. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
But it's not that easy... is it. 

I mean... the apostle Paul struggled...

To live a Christlike life. 


You remember the DO-DO passage... [3 Romans 7]




From Romans Chapter 7...

I do not understand my own actions. 

For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 

But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. 

I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 

For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 

Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.


Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?


And it seems to me...

That sometimes... 

We think. 

Or the world convinces us. 

Or our innermost insecurities... 

Insidiously whisper into our ears. 


You are not good enough.

You can't do it. 

You can't live up...

To what God wants you to be.


You are destined to fail.


The sin inside of you...

Is too powerful. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

I am absolutely sure... 
That is not the way... 
God wants us... 
To live our lives.


In constant fear and doubt. 


God does not put that yoke...

Around our neck.

 
God does not bind us... 
With those chains.

 
God does not burden us down... 
With that load. 


God has not asked us to think...

MAYBE if I'm good enough. 
If I do everything that God wants me to do...

If I'm a practically perfect goody-two-shoes. 

 
Then finally...  
God will love me.

And my life will be good. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------




Have you ever watched... [4 Go Dog Go]

Go Dog Go!...

On Netflix. 


It's based on the characters... 
From the children's book... 

But it's a modern take...

A cartoon. 

Bright colors...

Loud music... 

Funny voices. 

Very engaging.


Our granddaughter Isla...

Is totally addicted... 

To the show. 


She a Go Dog Go junkie. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

When we were in Wisconsin... last week.  
We saw Isla and her parents...

On Thursday night... [5 Isla]


Now... by the time we saw her...

Isla had already had a very long day. 
She went to the zoo with her dad.

Saw all the animals. 


It was a beautiful warm and sunny winter day for Wisconsin. 

So she had a chance... 
To run around outside. 

Like a crazy girl. 


Then much later.... about 7 pm...  

We went out to supper...

Had pizza... 

Early birthday presents... 
And an extremely decadent chocolate cake. 

She liked the frosting. 


Then Isla said... 
Grandpa Grandma come home.

So naturally... we had to go to their house... 
Which was right around the corner from the restaurant. 


Liz put on Isla's pajamas... 

THEN... the trouble started.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Isla stood over by the stairs... 
That led up to her parent's bedroom... 
Where there is a television... 
And she said... 
Grandma.  Grandma.




Come on. Come on. 

And was gesturing that Janet... 
Should follow up the stairs. 


She said... Grandma. Go Dog Go!

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Now Grandma was torn.

Because mom and dad... 

Have limited the amount of Go Dog Go... 

Isla should consume... 

 
AND... they knew she was tired.

They knew what she was on the edge.  

They knew it was late. 

And the day had been long. 


They knew what their child needed. 


Now Grandma made it about halfway up the steps... 

Stopped and said... we have to ask mom and dad. 


I don't know where she gets this...

But Isla is a persistent little thing. 

With almost no hesitation... 

She said...

Grandpa Grandpa.  
Come on! Come On!

Go Dog Go!

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Now. I'm not going to tell you what happened.

How that story ended. 

Because... well... 

Never you mind. 


But the point is this. 

Isla's parents love her so much.

And know her...

Better than she knows herself. 


They know what is good for her.

They know what she needs.

They know what it means... 
For her to have a good strong healthy life. 

And they want a good life for her. 


What if God is the same way... with us. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Holy is the word the Bible uses to describe God's character. [6 God is Holy]

But holiness is not sterile rule-keeping... 

Or something we can accomplish...

If we do everything right. 


It is the word that we use...




To sum up God's goodness and power.

We believe that God is perfect. 

And good.

And whole. 


Holiness is wholeness.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

AND WE BELIEVE...

That God loves us.

That God knows us.

Better than we know ourselves. 


That God has this dream for us... 
To live a good life.

A healthy life.

A strong life.


A life that brings God's love and goodness...

Into the world. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

And for us... who know... that we are loved 

And have been forgiven by God. [7 Jesus Shaped]


For us... living a Christ-shaped life...

We want God's dream to be our dream.

We want God's will to be our will. 
We want God's life... to be our life.


We want to be more like Jesus.


We want our interior life...

And exterior actions... 
To sync up... 
With the heartbeat of heaven. 


And all that...

Shows up as life-giving words, thoughts, and actions. 


Holiness is a wholeness of life...

As God intends for it to be. 

 
It's not about rules and restrictions.

It's about freedom from sin... 

And using our God-given power... 
To love God and each other. 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------

And even though...

While we live here on earth...

It can be a battle...

To do think and say the right things... 


Apparently the Apostle Paul...

Also thought it was possible...




For people of faith...  
To live a changed life. 


Ephesians 4:22-24

You were taught to put away your former way of life, 

Your old self, corrupt and deluded by its desires, 

And to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

And to clothe yourselves with the new self, 

Created according to the likeness of God 

In true righteousness and holiness.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

It doesn't make sense... 
That God would forgive us... 
But leave us trapped...

In the past. 


If God loves us so much... 
Why would God leave us...

Without the means... 

To be different!

 
Why would God want us... 
To carry about the burdens... 

Of a past that limits us...

Suffocates us...

Steals our life. 

 
Why would God want us... 
To think that we are any less than... 
The Children of God... 
Who are forgiven... 
And empowered... 
To live a new life... 

IN THIS REALITY... 
IN THIS WORLD. 
RIGHT NOW. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

We know this is a struggle... 

Between the old self...

And the new self... 


And to help us... 

God has given us...

A tremendous gift...

Of strength and power. 

 
We are given power from the Holy Spirit... 

To stand up to the old way of life. 

To understand that we are not bound to the past.

To embrace the idea that we don't have to...

Live in a way... 

Speak in a way...

Act in a way...




That tears things apart. 

And burns the world around us... 
Down to the ground. 


We can strive for a more excellent way. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

You all know... [8 Lord of the Rings]

The books the Lord of the Rings?

Well you may or may not know... 
That JRR Tolkien... 

Was a devout Catholic man...


And actually has been given credit...

For helping his good friend... 

And fellow author... 

CS Lewis to faith in Christ. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Anyway... Tolkien captured this struggle... 
Between the old self... and the new self...

In a scene from the books...  
And the movie... LOTR The Two Towers... 


Here's the setup... [9 Battle]

The Gollum... is this nasty little creature... 
That's obsessed with the primary ring of power...


And that obsession...

That greed... 

Led to many bad things.

Like murdering his own cousin... 
To take possession of the ring. 

When they first found it. 


Over time... his unhealthy desire... for the ring... 

Even changed his outside appearance.


But inside he is both...

The gross scraggily Gollum...

And the person he used to be...

A hobbit named Smeagol. 

 
And here's the conflict. 


[VIDEO - Gollum] 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

God promises to forgive us... [10 Spirit]

AND to put the power of the Holy Spirit...

Inside of us... 

 
So that we can see the need for change.

So that we have the desire to change.

So that we have the power... 




To enact a change. 


We don't have to keep falling into the old destructive patterns...

The same old brokenness. 


God wants us to be free.

God wants us to be healthy and whole.

God wants us to tell the lies of the past... 
To go away. 


This is the way Jesus said it:

Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.

The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 

The son has a place there forever. 

So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.


Please hear the good news.

You are not trapped by your sin. 

You are not powerless to live a new life.

You are not the sum of your mistakes from the past. 


You are child of God. 


There is no sin from which Jesus cannot free you. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

So.


How do we begin to live a Jesus-shaped life...

How do we get more in sync with God's will... 

For our lives. 


1. Admit we have sinned.

2. Ask for forgiveness. 

3. Ask for the power of God to live a new life. 


You know what this is... 

This is how we always begin Lent. 

This is a call to repentance. 

This is a call to freedom.

This is a call to new life. 


And remember...  
Repentance is not... 

A one time act. 

It's more of a lifestyle. 


If we want to live a life... 

That is shaped more like... 
The life Jesus lived... 

 
The first step is to come to our God. 

Confess our sin. 

Be made whole. 




And then... LIVE!



