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Here we are at the first Sunday of Lent. And as usual, we begin with Jesus’ temptation in the 

desert. First, Satan asks Jesus to turn a stone into bread and Jesus replies: “One does not live by 

bread alone.” Next Satan offers Jesus authority over all the kingdoms in the world. When Jesus 

refuses this, Satan offers power to control God and the angels. Of course, Jesus knows who 

truly has the power and authority. 

 

We too encounter tests like these in our lives. We strive to get possessions, authority and 

power. We want bigger and better. We want to be the best. We want to be in charge. 

 

Temptation is all around us. Media offers new and better in any way you can think of. 

Companies can help us get thinner, richer, go faster, be famous. We can board a plane and be 

whisked away to far off lands where we can have people wait on us hand and foot as we bask 

on beautiful beaches. Just give us your credit card and we will take care of it. 

 

Just wear these clothes and you will have people wanting to be you. Just get this job, and you 

will be happy. Just buy this bigger house. Drive this faster car. Win this award. The list of 

temptations is endless.  

 

And we buy in because acquiring these things gives us a thrill. We get that adrenalin rush. We 

are on a high when we are the winning bid on that new home we desire. We feel superior when 

we are chosen for that job advancement. Even finding a sale on something can bring an 

adrenaline rush.  

 

So, we move into that bigger house. We begin that new job. We wear those new clothes. We 

accept that award. We drive that new car. But then something happens. The novelty wears off. 

Someone else has a nicer house. Someone else gets a better job. Our clothes go out of style. 

That award gathers dust on a shelf. Our car is no longer the fastest or fanciest. 

 

You see these things are all temporary.  
 

Our home: temporary.  

Vacation: temporary 

Our cars: temporary 

Our awards: temporary 

Our beauty: temporary 

Use mine: Our clothing: temporary 

This church building: temporary 

This altar: temporary 
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As much as we don’t like to think about it, all these things are temporary. It may take a year, or 

ten years or one hundred years, or one thousand but all these things will disappear.  

 

I like to play games. I am a serious game player when I play. I like to win. I strive to be the best 

and will do all that I can to win. At the end, I love that moment when I vanquish my foes and am 

declared the winner.  

 

But then, we pick up all the pieces and board, and we pack them back in the box. All those 

properties I bought in Monopoly just go back in the box. 

 

It is the same in our lives. We can have the biggest house, the most prestigious job, the most 

beauty, the fastest car. But we can’t take it with us when we die.  

 

So, what is the point? Is life not a game when the one with the most toys wins?  

 

Jesus made it very clear. It is not about things or power or prestige. Not one of those things is 

eternal. There is only one thing that is eternal. 

 

You are eternal. When you get to the end of your life and stand before God, what is important? 

What will make you rich in the eyes of God? 

 

Take some time and think about what is important in your life? How much time and effort do 

you spend on things that are temporary versus things which are eternal?  

 

If you want, take some stickers and write “temporary” on them. The go around your home and 

place them on all the things that are temporary. Put one on your wallet. Put one on your 

diploma. Put one on your tv. Put one on those pretty dishes you only bring out for special 

occasions. This can be a great visual reminder of what is important.  

 

Then take some other stickers, real or imaginary, and label them “eternal”. Then place them on 

the people you encounter. Your family. Your friends. Your coworkers. The cashier at the grocery 

store. The people in the church. That neighbour who lets their dog bark at all hours. That boss 

who gives you a hard time. Your child when they are being difficult. The police officer giving you 

a ticket. The person refusing to put on a mask. Put one on the person you consider most 

difficult. 
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And then, put one on yourself. You are eternal. You will live forever in the presence of God who 

loves you more than you can possibly imagine. But no matter how important all our stuff is, it 

all goes back in the box at the end of our life. Death is basically the last big move of our lives, 

isn’t it? In the words of comedian Jerry Seinfeld, “The hearse is like the moving van, the pall 

bearers are your close friends, the only ones you could really ask to help you with a big move 

like that. And the casket is that great, perfect box you’ve been looking for all your life.” Yes, 

even our body goes back in the box. 

 

So, let’s play the game well but with God’s rules rather than human rules. Let’s play for things 

eternal: God, other people, our souls, and deeds of love.  

 

That is how we win this true Game of Life. 


