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Introducing Baptism 
March 6th, 2022 
 

This morning it is our great privilege to celebrate together the reality, grace and 

power of the gospel in our day.  That Jesus Christ is Lord TODAY. That God in Christ is 

at work in our world and in the life of the Church in these days – including among us –

seeking the lost; restoring lives, pursuing prodigals and older brothers alike, calling and 

drawing women and men, young and old, to Himself – through the grace of 

repentance and faith… 

And today we see and celebrate this in three of our young adults coming to be 

baptized – Ashley Higginson, Ben Dalgarno, and Sam Brouwer.  

Each a humble witness that the gospel is real and powerful and Jesus is alive 

and at work today…  in grace… 

 

Now, for the sake of those who are less familiar with the Christian practice of 

baptism, let me say simply: baptism is an outward and public expression of personal 

conversion to Jesus Christ. 

Getting in this water is not what saves or reconciles anyone to God.   

It’s faith in Jesus Christ that saves us.   

But baptism matters – because it’s the God-ordained means by which we go 

public with this grace. By it, we declare four things: 

1. that God has awakened us to Himself + the gospel has won over our hearts and 
lives,  
 

2. that we’ve placed our faith and allegiance in Jesus Christ,  
 

3. that, through His grace and empowering, we are intent on following Jesus now 
with our lives…   
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4. and that we are a part of His people – the Church – the body of Christ.  
Which is all the work of grace, right?  The work of the God of grace – Jesus. 

And so in the desire to obey Christ and to publicly declare this grace, let’s 

welcome our first baptismal candidate – Ashley Higginson. 

 
 
Welcome Ashley.   

• I’ve known Ashley for a little over a year now and it’s been a total joy to watch God 

at work in your life – awakening you to Himself, teaching you, and growing you in 

the ups and downs of a new life of faith.  It’s an honor to stand with you today in 

these waters. 

• And for the sake of everyone in the room, I’ll invite you to share what’s led you to 

want to be baptized today… 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

the baptism questions:  
1. Do you confess that “Jesus Christ is Lord” – that Jesus died on the cross to atone 

for your sin and that He was raised and reigns as Lord today? 
 

2. Have you placed your faith in Him as Lord and Saviour? 
 
3. Is it your desire to follow Him all the days of your life, according to His power at 

work in you? 
 
Then based upon your confession of faith, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
---------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Then: 
• Aaron Braaksma + Ben Dalgarno 
• Gerry Brouwer + Sam Brouwer 
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good faith + the grace of baptism 

 If you are a guest today or new with us, what a great Sunday to step into our 

community.  It’s worth knowing that we’re in the midst of a challenging and richly 

rewarding extended study in a New Testament letter known as 1 Peter.  Those of you 

who’ve been with us through the last while know we’ve worked our way through some 

challenging texts – and it’s been good.  More helpful than some of us expected, right? 

 And today, our text in 1 Peter 3:18-22 actually talks about baptism, and I want to 

simply share a few thoughts from this to encourage us. 

 Now, this may seem hard to believe considering all we’ve talked about in recent 

weeks – but many would regard one part of today’s text as one of the most difficult 

texts in the New Testament to interpret.  Honestly!  Martin Luther, the father of the 

Reformation, and a skilled biblical exegete, said of this text in his commentary, 

 “A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps than any other in 
the New Testament, so that I do not know for certainty just what Peter means." 
 
  And I feel the same.  I do not know for certain just what Peter means.   

And, in truth, we don’t have time this morning to wade into all the confusion.   

And so my intention this morning isn’t to spend any time really on the part we 

can’t make sense of, and instead to simply reflect on a few things that Peter is 

wonderfully clear about… 

So, listen with me to today’s text – 1 Peter 3:18-22 
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 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body and made alive in the Spirit. After 
being made alive, he went [lit, “he descended”] and made proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits – to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also – not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear 
conscience before God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in 
submission to him.” 
 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 Now, obviously, the confusing part of this text is Peter’s reference to Jesus 

descending to make proclamation to the imprisoned spirits – those who were 

disobedient long ago in the days of Noah.  And there are three very different and 

somewhat coherent interpretations of this – but in the end, it is hard to be conclusive.  

[If you want to dig into this, I’m happy to point you in some helpful directions.]  

But instead of lingering on the confusion, I want to simply help us hear what 

Peter is clear about here…  Because I think it matters and is a vital word of grace for 

Ashley, Ben and Sam – + for all of us today… 

Now, as always in this study, we need to remember the core context of this 

letter, right?  That the apostle Peter originally wrote this letter to exiled + scattered 

Christians throughout the northern regions of the Roman Empire in the increasingly 

complicated years of the 60’s (AD) – where followers of Jesus found themselves 

increasingly on the receiving end of slander, mistreatment, and unjust suffering – 
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because of their Christian baptism – because of their allegiance to Jesus (rather than to 

Rome, her gods and her ways…).  

We’ve talked about this almost every Sunday in this study.   

So, much so, that I think if our study in 1 Peter has taught us anything (and I 

hope it has taught us much), it is that following Jesus is not always easy.  That despite 

all the #blessed references we see on social media, following Jesus does, at times, 

complicate our lives.  And worse, it does, at times, mean, and even bring, suffering…  

As we seek to live in devotion to a Voice not our own or that of our culture…  As we 

seek to follow Jesus’ ways in a world that wants to go its own way…   

Which is hard. 

And the apostle Peter understood this firsthand.  In truth, Peter himself would 

be martyred for his allegiance to Jesus – crucified upside-down by Nero – just a few 

years after writing this very letter (likely, in the spring of 64).  

And yet here, have spoken repeatedly about the suffering that Christians will 

experience in their daily life as a result of their allegiance to Jesus, Peter reminds them 

(and with them, us), 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God." (3.18) 

 
What a word of grace to suffering Christians, right? 

(FIRST) That God in Christ has also suffered. 
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That alone is incredible to comprehend [and unique to the Christian vision of 

God] – that the God of the Universe understands what it’s like to suffer.  And not just to 

suffer, but to suffer unjustly.   

But more than that, (SECOND) that God’s suffering was for us – for sins – for our 

sins – “the righteous for the unrighteous…” (Peter says). 

And on God’s initiative too, right?  The gospel doesn’t begin with our need or 

faith.  It begins in the heart of a God who seeks us.  A God who wants us.  Who was 

and is willing to suffer for us – “the righteous for the unrighteous.” 

“To bring us to God”  

This is the (THIRD) part of this incredible verse – this simple articulation of the 

gospel…  That God in Christ has suffered for us – the righteous for the unrighteous – 

“to bring you/us to God…” 

So often people (Christians and non-Christians) talk about the gospel and 

salvation as though it’s all about getting to heaven.  But it’s not.  It’s about getting to 

God – being restored to God – in this life and on into eternity…   

This is WHY Christ suffered – in his life and on the cross – “To bring you.. To 

bring us to God…”  

And whatever we do, however we make sense or don’t make sense of what 

Peter goes on to say about what the Resurrected Jesus does – we need to embrace the 

undeniable reality that, according to the apostle Peter – in Jesus – in the death, 
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resurrection and ascension of Jesus – God has DONE something and is still DOING 

something.   

Namely, bringing us to God – through the grace of faith in the Risen Jesus. 

This is why Ashley and Ben and Sam were baptized today.   

Because the grace of God did not end at the cross. The rescuing and reconciling 

work of Christ did not end at the cross.  No!  Jesus, though put to death in the body on 

the cross, was made alive by the Spirit.   

And it is reality of His Resurrection + Ascension – Jesus being Alive and Lord 

Today – that makes the gospel good news today – for Ashley and Ben and Sam – and 

Aaron and April and Sue – and all who put their hope in Christ… 

Which was something Peter’s readers – suffering Christians scattered throughout 

the pagan Roman Empire – needed to be reminded of in their day and days…   

That the gospel means not only union with Christ in his suffering and death, but 

also in his Resurrection. 

As Peter Davids, a New Testament scholar, distills the apostle Peter’s message, 

“They are suffering as Christ suffered, but in baptism they are also joined to the 
Resurrected, Reigning Christ.”  

 
Which is what Peter himself says in the latter part of today’s text.  Reflecting on 

the saving action of God in the days of Noah – how a faithful remnant were saved by 

God from the waters of judgment – Peter says in v.21f. 
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And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also – not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience 
before God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and IS at God’s right hand – with angels, 
authorities and powers in submission to him.” 
 
Listen again to that quote from Professor Davids, 

“They are suffering as Christ suffered, but in baptism they are also joined to the 
Resurrected, Reigning Christ.”  

 
Who IS NOW “at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him.” 
 
Which could sound lofty, but pretty immaterial, irrelevant, meaningless…   

Unless you’re a Christian in the age of Emporer Nero… 

Or a Christian in Russia or Ukraine in the age of Putin –– wondering where God 

is today and how someone as inhuman as Putin could have all the power…   

But, that’s just it.  He doesn’t.   

Oh, he has power.  As Nero had power in Peter’s day. 

And yet, Peter, suffering himself in Rome, invites his fellow Christians – suffering 

Christians – in the age of Nero – and us with them – to live and pray and endure suffer 

even, in the confident hope that, despite how things seem in the present, Putin and 

Nero, and whoever SEEMS to command the day, are not ultimately seated at God’s 

right hand.  They are not seated in the true and ultimate place of power.   

No. Jesus is.   



Scott B. Anderson  LPC Winter study in 1 Peter 
1 Peter 3:18-22  “good faith + the grace of baptism” 

 9 

Jesus. The One “who has suffered once for sins, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring us to God”.   

 
Jesus. Who lives and reigns today and forever “at God’s right hand – 

with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.” 
 
Jesus. The One who has suffered and died for you is now alive and Lord and in 

the place of power – at God’s right hand – FOR YOU… 

To being you to GOD…   To bring us to GOD… 

Thank God.   

Hear the words of Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20 – which are as true today as ever, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nation, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

 Jesus – the One who suffered for you  
– is with you. 
 

 Jesus – the One who is God’s right hand – in the place of all power  
– is with you.   
 

Jesus – the One who brings you to God  
– is with you  

– to the end of the age… 
 
Friends, if you are here today and don’t know the rescuing, reconciling grace of 

Jesus – hear His invitation to you today.  Let the gospel be good news for you today… 

Turn to Jesus today in faith today – that His death on the Cross 
might take your sin to the grave and His Resurrection might raise you up 
to new life…  with Him…  

Let’s pray.   


