
Spiritual Plagiarism - Manifesting
The latest internet wellness craze is called manifesting. In a nutshell, it’s about thinking your
way to a better life.

The new age movement calls this the law of attraction and it is the belief that positive or
negative thoughts bring positive or negative experiences into your life. It says that thoughts are
energy; and energy can attract similar energies to itself because there is an attractive magnetic
pattern to the universe.

Essentially, if you think it, and it will come.

Maybe this is something that many of you haven’t really heard of but I can tell you that not only
is it a popular movement, it’s right here in our community especially among those in their  teens
and 20s.

Now I’m not saying positive thinking is a bad thing. But to believe that you can change anything
you want about your life just by thinking about it? I see some issues with that…

Manifesting in this kind of way is spiritual plagiarism because it takes something that belongs to
God, and puts it in the hands of man because Jesus is the one who can make something out of
nothing. He is the one who can do all things. And He is the one who we trust in!

Manifesting does not require faith in God, but faith in your own thoughts…a form of self help.

If you and I could just help ourselves, we wouldn’t be the messes that we are!

The oldest temptation known to man is to be like God.

Genesis 3:5 (NKJV)
For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”

This was the temptation to Adam and Eve in the garden just before they sinned and ate the
forbidden fruit. See it wasn’t JUST knowing good and evil that was the issue, it was that they
would be “like God”.

And the greatest deception that the enemy could have brought was this…they were already
created in the image of God. They were already like God. But they weren’t God.

And satan appeals to that desire to be God. To know it all. To be able to do it all. To have control
over everything. To be the god of your own life…
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Manifesting is an attempt to be the god of your own life…get what you want, when you want it.

But it ignores one of the most important principles of Christianity…God’s sovereignty. The fact
that God is sovereign essentially means that He has the power, wisdom, and authority to do
anything He chooses within His creation.

Of course He does give us the ability to make choices, but do not forget…

Proverbs 16:9 (NKJV)
A man’s heart plans his way,
But the Lord directs his steps.

The heart, meaning soul (your mind, will, and emotions) plan your way. But it’s the Lord Jesus
who directs your steps.

Now I want to think about this word “directs” for a second. The scripture is not saying that we
think what we want and then God tells us how to get there. He’s not a director yelling “cut” when
we get it wrong and coming up to us to tell us how to do it better. He’s not having us move to a
spot with better lighting.

This word “directs” in the Greek is kún (koon) meaning to establish or to fix. And when you
establish something it means you build or settle it.

When you put this together with your thoughts and plans…the Lord takes those and fixes them
and settles them. He makes your wrong thinking, right thinking. And He builds the road that He
wants you to travel. He actually MAKES a way…but it’s His way.

Proverbs 19:21 (NKJV)
There are many plans in a man’s heart,
Nevertheless the Lord’s counsel—that will stand.

We have many thoughts…many plans…and they seem good to us. But it’s the Lord’s
counsel…His purpose that will stand. That means to arise.

Picture it like this: when you are trying to teach a child, let’s say they keep grabbing
something off of the end table. You’ve been trying to teach them that it’s not theirs and
they are not to touch it. And once they know that you mean business and you’ll do
something about it…they will still test you. They have the thought, the plan to go grab it.
They look at you and slowly walk over there and begin to reach out and all of the sudden
you stand. Once you stand then they know…my thoughts, my plans are no good here.
Mom’s purpose will stand.

God’s purpose standing is like that, it will arise. It will be revealed as the plan that matters.
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Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV)
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;

Church, Jesus is Lord…and He has good things for you…His plan is the best for you…

Have you heard that He is Lord over all?

Philippians 2:9-11 (NKJV)
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus is Lord - He is the one to whom all things belong, about which he has power of deciding

If He’s Lord of all, then all belongs to Him, and He has the power of deciding what to do with it
all.

Jesus is Lord of manifesting.

Manifesting again is not necessarily bad, it just means to make clear or evident to the eye or the
understanding. So take something we don’t see or understand and bring it to be. Something
that’s not here, is now here.

John 2:11 (NKJV)
This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His
disciples believed in Him.

Jesus manifested His glory. His glory was not something man had seen but He makes it clear or
evident to the eye and the understanding.

The glory of God is the beauty of His Spirit, the beauty that flows from who He is…

Isaiah 43:7 (NKJV)
Everyone who is called by My name,
Whom I have created for My glory;
I have formed him, yes, I have made him.”

We were created for His glory. When the Holy Spirit works through us, the beauty of God is
seen in us. And Jesus is the perfect picture of the glory of God. That’s why the Holy Spirit is
sanctifying us, working in us, conforming us to the image of Christ!
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New age manifesting is all about self…self reliance, but also usually self glory. “Look at what I
did”

And this goes against the primary heart behind Christianity…this is a self-less religion. It’s not all
about me, it’s all about Jesus and “Look at what He has done”. It’s why we say “hallelujah” and
“praise the Lord”!

It’s Christ IN ME that is the hope of glory.

John 14:21 (NKJV)
He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

What does this all come back to? His Word.

If you want things to “manifest” in your life, speak His word. Meditate on it day and night…like
we looked at last week. And then speak it. There’s power in knowing, believing, and speaking
God’s Word.

And the difference between you thinking something to make it happen or speaking something
He has already said, is the difference between trusting in yourself vs trusting in Jesus.

Jesus said “out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.“

If you know His Word, speak His Word because the Word is powerful! It’s active. But how active
is it in your life if it’s just stuck in your head?

Proverbs 18:20 (NKJV)
A man’s stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth;
From the produce of his lips he shall be filled.

There is power in the words you speak.

I remember one time Joyce Meyer said, “people walk around talking about how
they are sick of this and tired of that, sick of this, tired of that, before you know it,
they are wondering why they find themselves both sick and tired.”

What you say matters…

In Mark 11, Jesus cursed a fig tree, saying “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” His
disciples heard it and the next day they walked by it and pointed out that it had withered away.
Jesus responded:
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Mark 11:22 (NKJV)
For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into
the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be
done, he will have whatever he says.

Did He say if you think the mountain should move, then it will move? NO, not exactly. You do
have to think it, believe it…but then you have to SAY IT.

Do you realize that this is the same pattern that salvation even follows?

Speaking of righteousness by faith (not the law), Paul said:

Romans 10:8-9 (NKJV)
But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is,
the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Salvation requires both thinking and speaking. Believe it and then confess it. If someone wants
to receive Jesus, I NEVER lead someone without sharing this verse with them. And I talk about
the importance of both believing and confessing.

We speak God’s Word to activate His promises in our lives. It’s a pattern that God has set.
Believe and Confess. Believe it and say it.

If you know me very well, you know I don’t do unspoken prayer requests, and I don’t pray in my
head. I believe in speaking…not only do I believe it’s the biblical pattern but because God is not
the only one that I want to hear my prayers.

Satan can not read your mind. In 1 Kings 8, Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived besides
Jesus, said to God: “You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men”

Satan needs to hear you say it. He needs to hear that you trust in Jesus.
That you are submitted to the Spirit of God.
That you believe what God says and not what you feel.
That you stand upon His Word, His promises.

If there’s going to be anything manifest in my life…LET IT BE JESUS

Because if it’s not from Him, then I don’t want it, and I don’t need it.

HE will supply all of my needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

I trust JESUS.
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I will say what He says because what He says is true.

Forget the “believe in yourself” self help pep talks…you don’t need more of YOU, you need
more of Jesus!

If you are believing YOU can think yourself to change, that you can be your god…I’ve got news
for you:

Isaiah 42:8 (NKJV)
I am the Lord, that is My name;
And My glory I will not give to another,
Nor My praise to carved images.

Believe in Jesus. Speak His Word. This is how you “manifest” not just a better life…but the best
life…and there’s no other way, no other path…it’s only found in Him!

I am a CHILD of God

I am Loved

I am Protected

I am Blessed

I was made for a purpose

I am filled with the POWER of the Spirit

I am Beloved - His FAVORITE

I am FULLY and COMPLETELY known

I am NEVER alone

I am FORGIVEN and REDEEMED

I have received an INHERITANCE of joy
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