
LESSON



The Secret of Success



2 Chronicles 16:9   
“The eyes of the Lord range throughout the 
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are 

 fully committed to him.”



The Path to Happiness



Backstory
Elijah had just won battle at Mt. Carmel
Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah

This leads to  
• fear 
• depression 
• discouragement 
• self pity 
• isolation



1 Kings 19:13-15
13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went 
out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He replied, “I have been 
very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected 
your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to 
death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too.” 15 The Lord said to him, “Go back the way 
you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, 
anoint Hazael king over Aram. 



1 Kings 19:16-18

16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as 
prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of 
Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of 
Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees 
have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not 
kissed him.”



What’s God’s solution?  

GO BACK AND CALL PEOPLE



1 Kings 19:19-21
19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He 
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving 
the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around 
him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss 
my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come 
with you.” “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 
21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and 
slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the 
meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to 
follow Elijah and became his servant.





What Stood Out?

Elisha was “All-In” from the time  
Elijah called him



1 Kings 19:19
19 So Elijah went from there and found 
Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing 

with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself 
was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went 

up to him and threw his cloak around 
him. 



Happiness Comes From

Typically connected to hard work
Happiness comes from your calling

Happiness comes adoption into God’s 
family



The Uniform of a Prophet

2 Kings 1:8 | They replied, “He had 
a garment of hair and had a leather belt 
around his waist.” The king said, “That 

was Elijah the Tishbite.”



The Uniform of a Prophet
Zechariah 13:4 | “On that day every 

prophet will be ashamed of their 
prophetic vision. They will not put on a 
prophet’s garment of hair in order to 

deceive.”



The Uniform of a Prophet

Micah 1:6 | “John wore clothing made 
of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey.”



Clothed with Christ

Romans 1:5 | “Through him we received 
grace and apostleship to call all the 

Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
from faith for his name’s sake.”



1 Kings 19:20

20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after 
Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and 

mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I 
will come with you.”



Happiness Comes From
Typically connected to hard work

Happiness comes from your calling
Happiness comes adoption into God’s family

Happiness comes from making a decision
Happiness comes when your priority is clear





Happiness Comes From
Typically connected to hard work

Happiness comes from your calling
Happiness comes adoption into God’s family

Happiness comes from making a decision
Happiness comes when your priority is clear
Happiness comes when you count the cost 

and choose freely



1 Kings 19:20b

“Go back, what have I done 
to you?”



1 Kings 19:21
21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took 
his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He 
burned the plowing equipment to cook the 

meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. 
Then he set out to follow Elijah and became 

his servant.



Happiness Comes From
Typically connected to hard work Happiness comes from your calling

Happiness comes adoption into God’s family Happiness comes from making a decision
Happiness comes when your priority is clear

Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely
Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely

Happiness comes from “Burning the Plow”



Luke 9:61-62
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; 
but first let me go back and say goodbye to 
my family.”  62 Jesus replied, “No one who 
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 

for service in the kingdom of God.”



Luke 9:61-62

What your But



Happiness Comes From
Typically connected to hard work Happiness comes from your calling

Happiness comes adoption into God’s family Happiness comes from making a decision
Happiness comes when your priority is clear

Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely
Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely

Happiness comes from “Burning the Plow”

Happiness comes when you decide to serve



Albert Schweitzer

 “I don't know what your destiny will be, but 
one thing I know: the only ones among you 
who will be really happy are those who will 

have sought and found how to serve.”



Happiness Comes From
Typically connected to hard work Happiness comes from your calling

Happiness comes adoption into God’s family Happiness comes from making a decision
Happiness comes when your priority is clear

Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely
Happiness comes when you count the cost and choose freely

Happiness comes from “Burning the Plow”
Happiness comes when you decide to serve

Happiness comes when you value spiritual 
relationships and pursue mastery



1) Causing the rain the cease for 3 1/2 years (1Ki 
17:1)

2) Being fed by the ravens (1Ki 17:4)

3) Miracle of the barrel of meal and cruse of oil (1Ki 
17:14)

4) Resurrection of the widow's son (1Ki 17:22)

5) Calling of fire from heaven on the altar (1Ki 18:38)

6) Causing it to rain (1Ki 18:45)

7) Prophecy that Ahab's sons would all be 
destroyed (1Ki 21:22)

8) Prophecy that Jezebel would be eaten by dogs 
(1Ki 21:23)

9) Prophecy that Ahaziah would die of his illness 
(2Ki 1:4)

10) Calling fire from heaven upon the first 50 
soldiers (2Ki 1:10)

11) Calling fire from heaven upon the second 50 
soldiers (2Ki 1:12)

12) Parting of the Jordan (2Ki 2:8)

13) Prophecy that Elisha should have a double 
portion of his spirit (2Ki 2:10)

14) Being caught up to heaven in a whirlwind (2Ki 
2:11)

1) Parting of the Jordan (2Ki 2:14)	
2) Healing of the waters (2Ki 2:21)	
3) Curse of the she bears (2Ki 2:24)	
4) Filling of the valley with water (2Ki 3:17)	
5) Deception of the Moabites with the valley of blood (2Ki 3:22)	
6) Miracle of the vessels of oil (2Ki 4:4)	
7) Prophecy that the Shunammite woman would have a son (2Ki 4:16)	
8) Resurrection of the Shunammite's son (2Ki 4:34)	
9) Healing of the gourds (2Ki 4:41)	
10) Miracle of the bread (2Ki 4:43)	
11) Healing of Naaman (2Ki 5:14)	
12) Perception of Gehazi's transgression (2Ki 5:26)	
13) Cursing Gehazi with leprosy (2Ki 5:27)	
14) Floating of the axe head (2Ki 6:6)	
15) Prophecy of the Syrian battle plans (2Ki 6:9)
16) Vision of the chariots (2Ki 6:17)	
17) Smiting the Syrian army with blindness (2Ki 6:18)	
18) Restoring the sight of the Syrian army (2Ki 6:20)	
19) Prophecy of the end of the great famine (2Ki 7:1)	
20) Prophecy that the scoffing nobleman would see, but not partake of, the 
abundance (2Ki 7:2)	
21) Deception of the Syrians with the sound of chariots (2Ki 7:6)	
22) Prophecy of the seven-year famine (2Ki 8:1)	
23) Prophecy of Benhadad's untimely death (2Ki 8:10)	
24) Prophecy of Hazael's cruelty to Israel (2Ki 8:12)	
25) Prophecy that Jehu would smite the house of Ahab (2Ki 9:7)	
26) Prophecy that Joash would smite the Syrians at Aphek (2Ki 13:17)	
27) Prophecy that Joash would smite Syria thrice but not consume it (2Ki 
13:19)
28) Resurrection of the man touched by his bones (2Ki 13:21)

ELIJAH
ELISHA



Are you pursuing spiritual mastery? 
Do you have a spiritual friend or 

mentor?



“Burn the Plow”  Let go of settling and  
your spiritual exit strategy

Next Steps

Find a mentor or spiritual friend and commit to 
learning and friendship

Go “All-In” spiritually and celebrate being the 
disciple of Jesus, God is calling you to be…


