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Dear Parish of St Paul, 
 
Grace and peace to every one of you. We certainly are living in challenging times and I pray you each 
are managing well. Please let me or the Office know if there is anything that I/we can help you with. 
 
As you no doubt are aware, our Covid situation is rapidly changing (for the better!) and the Province of 
Alberta has removed all restrictions and public health measures relating to Covid-19. At the end of 
February, Bishop Steven sent out an update re: our diocesan Covid response. Here is a summary of that 
letter: 

 Even though the Province of Alberta has lifted the distancing requirement as of Sunday, Feb 27 
the Diocese encourages us to continue to keep social distancing measures through the first 
half of March (i.e., until Sunday, March 20th). 

 Masks will also continue to be required until Sunday, March 20, but may also depend on City 
of Edmonton Bylaws. 

 We will return to the use of the common cup on Sunday, March 20 (with the reminder that 
you may take just the bread if you are not comfortable taking the cup for any reason). 

 If the case number continue to go down, fellowship after the service with coffee and 
food, may resume as of the last Sunday of March, March 27. 

 
So, in keeping with these guidelines, Vestry has decided on a Reopening Plan for St Paul's as follows:  

 Sunday, February 27, we returned to distributing the bread at communion by hand, and 
returned to singing (with masks on). We will continue to do this through (and including) 
Sunday, March 13. 

 On March 20, we will return to the common cup for communion and no longer require masks 
or social distancing (unless the City of Edmonton continues with its Mask Bylaw). You may, of 
course, continue to wear a mask and maintain physical distance from others if you are not 
otherwise comfortable. As always, you may also participate in the Eucharist with the bread 
only or receive a blessing. 

 On March 27 we will return to having a coffee hour following our Sunday services (unless Covid 
numbers in Edmonton go up again).  

 We will continue to livestream our services even after the restrictions have been removed. 
 
I am so proud of, and grateful to, all of you for how we have managed this crisis thus far, particularly 
how we have loved and supported each other. We are going to need to continue to do this, as not all 
of us are at the same place in terms of our health (some of us are still at risk from the Covid viruses) or 
in terms of our comfort with the removal of restrictions. Furthermore, we do not all share the same 
perspective on the Covid crisis and what proper measures look like. Please continue to be gracious 
with each other and respectful of others' boundaries. I want to reiterate that if you are not 
comfortable with loosening restrictions you may still attend church with a mask and keep social 
distance, and you do not have to take the cup! Alternatively, you may continue to livestream services 
until such a time as you are comfortable to return in person. 
 
Love and Prayers in Christ, 

Myron+  

 
The Rev Myron Penner, PhD 
Rector 
The Anglican Parish of St Paul’s, Edmonton 
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