
 

Genesis 2:15–17 (ESV) 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the  
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the 
 Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.”  
 

Genesis 3:6 
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate.  
 

Matthew 18:1–4 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  
2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst 
of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless 
you turn and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.  
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INTRODUCTION:   
 
What story makes the best sense of the fact that, as human beings, we all believe in right and wrong? 
 
 

 

1.  The Secular Story of Morality 

 a.  Some secular people say everyone defines morality for themselves. 

 

  Copleston: Dr. Russell, tell me, as an atheist, how do you tell the difference between good and evil?  

  Russell: The same way I tell the difference between blue and yellow.  

  Copleston: But you distinguish between blue and yellow on the basis of seeing. How do you tell the 

  difference between good and evil? 

  Russell: On the basis of feeling.  

  

 b.  Some secular people say morality is defined by each culture. 

   

 “All moral claims are actually authority claims.”  —Arthur Leff 

 



 

 You ought to help an elderly person who is having trouble crossing a road = authority claim 

 You should not kick your dog  = authority claim 

 

 Every time you tell people what they should or should not do, you are claiming there is an authority higher than 

 themselves that they must obey. 

 

 c.  Some secular people say that science defines morality.  

 

 

 

2.  The Christian Story of Morality 

 a.  God exists 

  “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1 

 

 b.  God defines morality 

 

 c.  Morality can be summed up in one good command from God 

  Genesis 2:16–17 

 

  “Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil.” 

  Genesis 3:22 

 

  “And as for your little ones . . . and your children, who today have no knowledge of good or evil . . .” 

  Deuteronomy 1:39 

 

  “When the original readers encountered the expression ‘to know good and evil’ they understood such  

  knowledge to be what mature adults possess—a maturity in which they were independent and therefore  

  responsible for the decisions they made.”  —Daniel Fuller 

 

  “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that  

  the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her  

  husband who was with her, and he ate.”  Genesis 3:6 

 

 d.  We have all eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

 

 e.  We can be forgiven and restored to God 

 

  “2 And calling to him a child, [Jesus] put him in the midst of them 3 and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless  

  you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles  

  himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’”  Matthew 18:2–4 

 

 


